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ANKLE BRACELETS PROMISE TO 
SAVE MONEY, REDUCE THE PRISON 
POPULATION, AND KEEP PEOPLE 
FROM REOFFENDING BUT THE 
CITY STILL NEEDS PEOPLE 
BEHIND THE TECHNOLOGY. 
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AEG RES 


Do you feel sad, have low 
energy, difficulty sleeping, or 
trouble enjoying things? 


Have you been diagnosed with 
Major Depressive Disorder? 


If you are 18-65 years old and have had 
symptoms of depression for at least 8 
weeks, call us about a clinical research 
study of an investigational medication. 


PESZARCH PARTNERS 


Qualified participants receive study 
related evaluation and study medication 
at no cost and may be compensated for 
time and travel. 


Searching for o Cure Ps 


Pacific Research Partners 
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ELT terrers 


RACISM 
RUNS DEEP 


Poor management is sinking the 
ship: Another depressing reminder of 
how absurdly difficult it is to live asa 
black man in America these days 
[“Loose Lips Sink Ships,” Andrew Scot 
Bolsinger, feature, 5/14]. It is really 
shocking that management was will- 
ing to keep employing anyone who 
called their fellow employees racist 
epithets, apparently even in demon- 
strable, written form. 

I sort of suspect that if this kind 
of hostile work environment had 
been directed at [other minority] 
employees, it would have been 
stopped immediately. When it 
comes to black men though, one can 
just blame it all on their “attitude.” 

A really excellent piece of jour- 
nalism from the SF Weekly. I hope 
this leads to Hornblower losing its 
S.F. contracts — at minimum. I will 
certainly be writing to the appro- 
priate bodies (the U.S. Park Service 
and city government, I guess) to 
express my strong belief that a 
company this unwilling to fire racist 
and hostile employees should not 
be allowed to keep a government 
contract. 

Yehyabrown 


BLACKOUT 


The kill-switch comes alive: It’s a 
double-edged sword and a dictator’s 
dream come true [“Flipping on the Kill 
Switch,” Rachel Swan, Sucka Free City, 
5/14]. Imagine being able to kill 
phones in a certain region where peo- 
ple decided they didn’t want any infor- 
mation to leak out. As for individuals 
wanting to kill it themselves, that’s a 
plus, but nothing is without unwar- 
ranted consequences in our informa- 
tion age. 

Moe R. 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Bay Area drivers aren't as bad as 
some might think: sit in San Jose 
traffic every morning and afternoon 
and hear people honk their horns 
maybe once a week [“Study: San Fran- 
cisco Drivers Aren't That Bitchy,” 
Melissa Hellmann, the Snitch, 5/14]. 
It’s pretty amazing how most people 
are chill even when someone cuts 
them off. 

Josh H. 


However, there are exceptions to 
the rule: This new exit is ajoke and 
very confusing [“Driver Confused by 
New Exit at Golden Gate Bridge, 
Crashes Into a Lane of Cars,” Erin 
Sherbert, 5/12]. I was totally thrown 
off yesterday and ended up having to 
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“As for individuals 
wanting to kill 
it themselves, 

that’s a plus, but 
nothing is without 
unwarranted 
consequences in 
Our information 
age. 


MOE R. COMMENTING ON “FLIPPING 
ON THE KILL SWITCH" 








go over the bridge and back because of 
it. Glad I didn’t pull any illegal stunts 
like the Prius. 

Christopher S. 


A biased Bay to Breakers’ partici- 
pant: See, that’s what pisses me off 
about Bay To Breakers — it’s always 
guys that are running around nude 
[“Help Wanted: Craigslist Ad Seeks 
Nude Males for Bay to Breakers,” Jon- 
athan Ramos, the Exhibitionist, 5/12]. 
They should not allow that. There are 
never any hot chicks running nude. 
You never see any women like Carmen 
Electra or Scarlett Johansson running 
nude. That bothers me. 

Steve T. 


Photo of the week from 
SFWEEKLY.COM/SLIDESHOW-: 





Christopher Victorio 


Morrissey at City National 
Civic in San Jose. 
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clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: (77-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


The End of Uncanny Valley 





Bronze statues that were alittle too lifelike quietly disappear from the Fillmore. 


By Rachel Swan 


Spring brought death to the 
Fillmore, with the shuttering of San 
Francisco's historic black-owned 
bookstore, Marcus Books, whose 
owners decamped from their laven- 
der-trimmed Victorian in May. 

That end coincided with the 
quiet disappearance of a less ven- 
erable, but equally visible neigh- 
borhood staple. A small army of 
bronze statues — among them a 
hot dog vendor, a pair of sombre- 
ro-clad mariachis, and an old man 
playing the saxophone — recent- 
ly vanished from the main ar- 
tery of Fillmore Street, to be 
replaced by planters and 
tiled mosaics bearing the 
names of famous San 
Franciscans. 

The statues have 
been shipped off to 
New Jersey, where 
their creator, Seward 
Johnson, is holding a 
career retrospective. 
Some will wind up 
in a gallery, others 
in a 47-acre 
sculpture park. 

Some will be re- vi 
assigned to other 
exhibitions in other 

cities, where they'll 

likely conjure the same nostalgic 
sentiments they evoked in the 
Fillmore. (Not for nothing is 
Seward’s series of statues 

called “Celebrating = 
the Familiar.”) _ 





The point of the temporary 
installation, according to project 
manager Melonie Green, was to il- 
lustrate the neighborhood’s legacy, 
enhance foot traffic, and see how 
residents responded to public art. 
For the most part, they relished 
it, she says. Children were always 
scampering on top of the bronze 
woman on a bench reading a but- 
terfly book; tourists posed for pho- 
tos alongside the creepily lifelike 
hot dog vendor. 




















Then again, some locals couldn't 
help but get a twinge of the un- 
canny valley — the eerie feeling 
imparted by a humanoid figure 
that’s almost-but-not-quite lifelike 
— when they passed the statues. 
Dave Maass, who moved to the Fill- 
more from San Diego about a year 
ago, says part of San Francisco's ap- 
peal was that it didn’t have Seward 
Johnson’s 6,000 pound “Uncon- 
ditional Surrender” statue — the 
replica of a WWII soldier kissing a 
nurse in Times Square — that drew 
mixed reactions when it came to 

his hometown. 


“For public art connoisseurs, 
‘Unconditional Surrender’ was 
just aesthetically offensive,” he 
says, explaining that little kids 
(and men) were always stand- 
ing at the statue's base, trying 
to peek up the woman’s skirt. 
“And then I get to San Francisco, 
and suddenly they’ve installed a 
whole platoon of these statues in 
my neighborhood.” 

But Maass says the statues 
eventually grew on him. When 
friends came to visit, he'd give 
impromptu neighborhood tours 
that highlighted old landmarks, 
like the old classic ice cream shop, 
and new ones, like the statue of 
a leering janitor, or the bronze 
businessman who was defaced 
when someone decided to prettify 
him with makeup. 

“That part I kind of miss,” 
Maass says. Still, he’s happy the 
city planted a new succulent 
garden where some of the stat- 
ues had been. It’s less 
showy — but 
at least it’s 
alive. 





Housing 
Detour 


The pension fund eyes 
a dubious investment. 


Pension funds are both 
remarkably byzantine and remark- 
ably simple. For all their complexity, 
their purpose is to make money, 
fund pensions, and avoid vacuum- 
ing cash from the city’s general fund 
— and that’s pretty much it. 

City politicos, however, have 
suggested tapping San Francisco's 
$13 billion fund to construct be- 
low-market-rate real estate. This 
is a move applauded by Victor 
Makras, president of the pension 
trust’s board — and, notably, pres- 
ident of Makras Real Estate. 

Intuitively, using a pension fund 
as something other than a mon- 
ey-generator tends to generate less 
money. Siphoning pension funds 
into affordable housing “complete- 
ly undercuts what a pension plan is 
supposed to be about,’ says former 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion chief economist Chester Spatt, 
now a Carnegie Mellon professor. 
“Pension funds are not slush funds 
for politicians — or people politi- 
cians create.” 

Numerous academic studies 
have indicated that pension boards 
elected by the fund’s beneficiaries 
tend to generate more than those 
stocked with political appointees 
making political decisions — and, 
perhaps, benefiting from them. 

San Francisco’s pension board 
features both elected and appoint- 
ed trustees. Both are bound by the 
city charter and state constitution 
to act “solely for the benefit of the 
active members and retired mem- 
bers of the Retirement System and 
their survivors and beneficiaries.” 
Failure to do so could result in 
individual trustees being sued by 
irate pensioners — and scolded 
by economists. JE 





City transit agencies’ 
office digs don’t come 
cheap. 


a $500 million bond on the ballot in 
hopes city voters will generously tap 
themselves to rehabilitate our sham- 


Vapid Transit 


Last week, the Board of Su- 


pervisors took the initial steps to place 


— we're a city of transitory, altruis- 
tic renters who don’t mind tacking a 
few bucks onto homeowners’ prop- 
erty taxes. The pricier — and more 


widely spread — Vehicle License Fee, 


however, is polling at Mitt Romney 
levels here in the city; clever folks 
within City Hall have taken to quip- 
ping that “VLF” stands for “Very 
Likely to Fail.” 

Those same folks are wont to 


bolic transit system. Also in the works 
is a plan to triple residents’ Vehicle Li- 
cense Fees to glean some $1 billion 
more. 

San Francisco voters have been 
an agreeably indulgent bunch when 
it comes to approving revenue bonds 








point out that, while city residents 
are being asked to give till it hurts to 
aid city transit, the municipal bodies 
actually overseeing city transit hav- 
en't exactly reduced themselves into 
a state of penury in order to apply 
all available dollars to buses repaired 


with Glad Bags or potholes with pot- 
holes of their own. 

There is still a healthy dose of 
internecine municipal grumbling 
regarding the County Transporta- 
tion Authority’s 2012 move into a 
penthouse space on the 22nd floor 
of 1455 Market St. — the same 
opulent tower housing the tech firm 
Square and located within ground 
zero of the city’s increasingly insane 
Central Market real estate corridor. 

In the steakhouse of San Fran- 
cisco office rentals, the CTA ordered 
the lobster. 

The CTA — not to be confused 
with the MTA (Municipal Transporta- 
tion Agency) — administers the city’s 


voter-approved Proposition K sales 
tax revenues and other grants and 
fees, focusing mostly on large-scale 
transit plans. Unlike the mayorally 
dominated MTA, the CTA is overseen 
by all 11 supervisors, who periodically 
transmute into the 11-member CTA 
“Board of Commissioners.” 

Despite being overseen by the 
supervisors, CTA contracts aren’t 
overseen by the Board of Supervi- 
sors’ budget analyst. As such, the 
CTA’s decision to shell out $32.38 
per square foot for plush space in a 
skyscraper never came under budget 
analyst Harvey Rose’s scrutiny. 

The Department of the Environ- 
ment’s plan to also move into space 


at 1455 Market — paying far less 
per square foot than the CTA — 
was, however, critically reviewed by 
the budget analyst. A contentious 
hearing and changes to the proposed 
lease terms ensued. 

The CTA’s move required only the 
approval of its self-selected advisory 
committee and an up vote from the 
supervisors who also serve as its 
commissioners. 

It is now a neighbor of the De- 
partment of the Environment at 
1455 Market. Also housed in the 
same building: an outpost of the 
Municipal Transportation Agency. 

Its rent per square-foot: $34.14. 
Joe Eskenazi 
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BUILDING A SMARTER BANDAGE 


Tiny Sheep 


By Melissa Hellmann 


Since the late 1700s, scien- 
tists have known that the water, salt, 
and ions that flow through the body 
conduct electricity, but its signifi- 
cance remained a mystery. The con- 
cept of “bioelectricity” inspired the 
story of Frankenstein and had fora 
while been of more interest to pop 
culture than to science. But in the 
1800s, physiologist Emil Du Bois 
Reymond discovered that the electric 
field of cells changed during an in- 
jury. By cutting his own thumb and 
measuring the electric field, Rey- 
mond revealed that there is a spike in 
electric current around an injury site. 

Galvanotaxis, a process that uses 
electric currents to direct cells, is 
rarely used in the field of bioengi- 
neering. But recently, a group of 
researchers used galvanotaxis to 
herd a group of cells in different 
directions. In the past, the process 
had been used to move single cells, 
but this was the first time electric 
currents had engineered tissue 
swarming. The discovery could help 
speed up the healing of a wound, 
reduce scarring, grow organs, and 
guide cancer research. 

By using electric currents, re- 
searchers are studying how epithe- 
lial cells, which sheath the skin and 
other organs, respond to electric 
fields and move in unison. “It’s 
clear that these sheaths perform 
fairly complex tasks, but it’s not re- 
ally clear how they coordinate with 
each other entirely,” says Michel 
Maharbiz, an associate professor of 
electrical engineering and comput- 
er sciences at UC Berkeley. 

Daniel Cohen, a doctorate stu- 
dent in the UC Berkeley-UC San 
Francisco Joint Graduate Program 
in Bioengineering, shows what 
this coordination looks like in a 
photo of epithelial cells. He points 
out the nucleus, a blue dot in the 
center of a cell, which is about one- 
fifth the width of a human hair. A 
red outline surrounds each of the 
polygonal-shaped cells, indicating 
where they are “chemically holding 
hands,” Cohen says. Epithelial cells 
are highly social and like to create 
a community with their neighbors. 
During an injury, the epithelial 
cells are the first to respond to 
the wound site. The cells heal the 
wound by migrating. They see a 
cut as a schism in their group. “On 
a daily basis, these guys are just 
following a couple of simple rules: 
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They hate being alone and they 
hate free space — so they don't like 
anywhere where there are no cells,” 
says Cohen. 

Which addresses a question sci- 
entists have asked for more than a 
century: Can you use electric fields 
to guide cells and make an injury 
heal faster? Drawing inspiration 
from the migratory patterns of 
sand, birds, fish, and sheep, Cohen 
wondered if he could use electric 
currents to engineer the swarming 
process in cells. He wanted to act as 
a shepherd, herding the cells with 
electric inputs. “Sheepdogs and 
shepherds have the ability to take 
a humungous number of sheep and 
with very few inputs — a couple of 
dogs — they can get the sheep to 
go wherever they want and to form 
different shapes,” says Cohen. 

To create the swarming effect, 
Cohen had to create a wound, ora 
reasonable facsimile anyway: a se- 
ries of tubes carrying salt solutions 
to cells in a Petri dish. A stencil 
made out of medical tape lined the 
bottom of the dish. Once Cohen ap- 
plied an electric charge, thousands 
of cells swarmed together. ‘The cells 
adapted to the various shapes of 
the mold, which included a tricer- 
atops and a Cal bear. These molds 


were a way for Cohen to make sure 
the cells could be moved to fit the 
different shapes of a wound. Cohen 
soon became an adept micro-shep- 
herd, using currents to direct the 
cells right or left and to make a 
U-turn. He was surprised that he 
didn’t have to micromanage each of 
the cells. “We’re able to show these 
complex behaviors like having an 
entire population turn around, left 
or right without actually telling it 
how to do that. It figures it out on 
its own,” says Cohen. The process 
proved it would only take a simple 
nudge to get epithelial cells mov- 
ing in unison; the researcher gives 
them a jolt and the cells take care 
of the rest. 

Although it wasn’t explored 
during the study, Cohen also hopes 
to look at the way cancer metasta- 
sizes through the lens of swarm dy- 
namics. Cancer cells penetrate the 
noncancerous tissue around it by 
breaking down the connection be- 
tween healthy cells. Metastasis, ac- 
cording to the researchers, demon- 
strates the reverse of swarming 
behavior — separating the healthy 
tissue into individual cells, which 
allows cancer to enter the blood- 
stream. “[Cancer cells] take a tissue 
with a nice collective behavior that 
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Calibree Photography 


Daniel Cohen is learning to herd 
cells, and they are apparently 
willing to be trained. 


acts as a community and they break 
the communal rules and sneak out,” 
says Cohen. Studying the reverse 
swarming process could help cancer 
researchers control metastasis. 

Cohen and Maharbiz plan to ap- 
ply what they have learned in their 
study to create a smart bandage: a 
grid of electrodes that hovers over 
an injury to measure the electric 
field. Once the bandage tests the 
electrical properties, it could then 
stimulate currents back into the 
wound to expedite healing. Al- 
though the smart bandage is still in 
development, Maharbiz also hopes 
that it could be used to strengthen 
scar tissue. “It’s fairly well-known 
that after something like an abdom- 
inal incision you're given during sur- 
gery, you recover and your wound 
heals, but it’s never quite as strong 
as it was when you were completely 
uncut, says Maharbiz. If it proves 
useful, Cohen hopes that the smart 
bandage is something that will be 
accessible to the public. Kids will 
love the triceratops. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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The Kid Stays in the Picture 





Look out the car window during the city's most famous chase scene and see the blur of a 


bygone era. 


With a growl more reminis- 
cent of a motorboat than any terres- 
trial vehicle, the Dodge Charger eased 
off Army Street onto York and made 
toward Bernal Heights. It was follow- 
ing a’68 Mustang. 

That turn onto York Street from 
what is now Cesar Chavez initiated 
a one-of-a-kind cinematic sequence 
that will likely remain San Francis- 
co’s most lasting screen legacy: the 
9-minute, 42-second adrenaline-sat- 
urated, dialogue-free chase scene 
in the 1968 Steve McQueen vehicle 
Bullitt. In a pre-CGI age, the image 
of two oversize American cars ca- 
reening at maniacal speeds through 
our quaint and hilly city was, in large 
part, achieved by unleashing two 
oversize American cars on a bizarre, 
high-speed, noncontiguous route 
through our quaint and hilly city. 

In an era when this city’s residents 
knew the way from here to there 
without the aid of the computers in 
their pockets — or the Uber driver 
with a computer in his pocket — 
movie audiences roared with laugh- 
ter as the Charger and the Mustang 
teleported hither and yon across 
the map. The sparring muscle cars 
blast through Bernal, then Potrero, 
then Russian Hill, then Potrero, then 
Russian Hill again. They hit 110 mph 
on Marina Boulevard — something 
the city probably wouldn't deign per- 
missible nowadays — before altering 
time and space by roaring into Daly 
City and, finally, reaching a fiery con- 
clusion in Brisbane. 

This answers the longstanding 
question: “Has anything ever hap- 
pened in Brisbane?” 

Along the way, the Charger sheds 
six hubcaps and the same green 
Volkswagen is run off several roads 
at several points throughout the city. 
But it all starts with that turn off of 
Cesar Chavez and a slow cruise up 
York. And — blink and you'll miss 
it — a pair of kids runs across the 
street where York meets Peralta. 

Last week, your humble narrator's 
cellphone rang. “This is Angel Sanchez 
Jr.” said the voice at the other end. 

He was one of those kids. 


Your humble narrator enjoys look- 
ing through people’s windows. Not ina 
lascivious way — though, perhaps, a 
judge could be persuaded that this col- 
umn constitutes community service. 
Rather, there is something poi- 
gnant about observing someone 
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though the window of a bus or car 
and knowing that, barring a miracle, 
you will never see this person again. 
Your lives managed to intersect, just 
barely, at this fleeting juncture. 

A movie like Bullitt offers the 
chance to look through the window 
and see an entire city we will never 
see again. 

Sanchez, the boy who ran across 
the street in front of the movie vil- 
lains’ Dodge Charger, will be 54 next 
week. His cameo in city lore was not 
scripted. Loren Janes, the stuntman 
who, in reality, drove like Steve Mc- 
Queen, recently recalled how tightly 
choreographed the seemingly chaotic 
scenes were. The repetitious Volkswa- 
gen was, in fact, driven by a stuntman 
(or stuntmen). So was every car on 
the street, even the cable cars on Fil- 
bert. Film crews kept an eye out for 
vehicles backing out of garages and 
intervened to prevent pedestrians 
from becoming hood ornaments. But 
no one lifted a finger to stop those 
Bernal Heights kids from running 
across the street every time the direc- 
tor shouted “action.” 

“He'd yell ‘Cut! Cut!’ But, finally, to 
hell with it. He left it in there,” recalls 
Sanchez. “We must have run across 
the street three, four times. We didn’t 
know any better.” 

Sanchez didn’t even realize he was 
in a movie until many years later. 
And, by that time, both he — and the 
neighborhood — had changed. 


Sometime in the early 1980s, San- 
chez was invited back to Rolph Park to 
talk to kids about the same age he was 
when he ambled into movie history. 
The message: You, too, can make it hap- 
pen. You, too, can attain your dreams. 
By that point, he was midway 

through a six-year pro baseball od- 


yssey. A torn rotator cuff in his first 
year in the Montreal Expos’ farm sys- 
tem changed the trajectory of his ca- 
reer — and life. Instead of advancing 
up the ladder to the The Bigs along- 
side friends and contemporaries like 
Mariano Duncan, Andres Galarraga, 
Jose Rijo, or Jose Cruz, he finished 
up in the backwoods of the Domini- 
can Republic and Puerto Rico. 

It’s hard to overstate how far 
sports medicine has come since then. 
Trainers actually told Sanchez he had 
“a tired arm.” A generation earlier, 
when McQueen was tearing through 
San Francisco, Sanchez’s teeth might 
have been pulled. This, the theory 
went, would prevent poison from 
seeping into his shoulder. 

The neighborhood he left was pop- 
ulated with eccentric, working-class 
sorts as out of place in today’s city 
as the notion of treating climactic 
shoulder injuries via dentistry. There 
was Big Mike and Little George and 
George and Big Al and Toots. George 
and Toots rigged up an elaborate pul- 
ley system of cinder blocks on ropes; 
one would swing a block at the other's 
home, and the resultant apocalyptic 
thud summoned either man to the 
holes they had torn in the sides of 
their homes to expedite cursing at 
one another. 

George kept a supply of toothpick 
American flags on him at all times. 
During the Vietnam years, he'd stick 
one in every pile of dogshit he saw. In 
his basement, he made sandals. 

They were, we are assured, beauti- 
ful sandals. 


There is a sandal-wearing contin- 
gent in Bernal these days, but nobody’s 
making them in the basement. No- 
body’s enforcing dogshit patriotism, ei- 
ther. The Bernal neighborhood was 
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Objects in mirror are farther 
than they appear. 


this year named the nation’s hottest by 
the real estate brokerage site Redfin. 
Tearing a hole in the side of your home 
to shout at the guy who keeps chucking 
cinder blocks your way would now be a 
highly expensive proposition. 

After Sanchez washed out of base- 
ball, he returned to San Francisco 
and joined the electricians’ union. 
Achieving a blue-collar, middle-class 
family life was something you could 
do in San Francisco then. 

The city will permit cars to race 
up and down Marina at 110 mph 
before this once again becomes a 
reality. Sanchez lives in the East Bay 
now with his wife and twin daugh- 
ters. But, every so often, they ask 
him to take them for a drive to “The 
Hill,” the place where “daddy was in 
the movie.” 

Sanchez laughs. Bernal Heights 
was a sublime place to grow up. “We 
always had a summer and the fog 
would stop on Coit Tower before 
it hit us. If I had a chance, I'd buy a 
house there in a hot minute. I'd live 
there the rest of my life.” 

But so would everyone else. And, 
when Sanchez and his daughters 
cruise up the hill, it’s easy to see why. 
This place is ethereally gorgeous. But, 
like a lake overcome by acid rain, its 
pristine appearance is coupled witha 
lifelessness of sorts. 

Back in 1968, an 8-year-old San- 
chez gained immortality by running 
in front of a car. But, all these years 
later, when Sanchez himself drives 
up the very same street — there are 
no kids to be seen. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


The week the city 
peed on itself. 


SOME KIND OF CHAMPION 
Sunday’s Bay to Breakers footrace 
brought out the usual miscreants 
— drunks, public urinators, and 
of course drug users. And then 
there was the drunken partially 
naked guy who was busted taunt- 
ing the city’s bison. According to 
Officer Albie Esparza, an uniden- 
tified man hopped over the bison 
paddock at Golden Gate Park and 
began “taunting them.” No word 
on what kind of teasing took 
place, but from what we're read- 
ing on Twitter, the ungulates 
were not feeling threatened. SF- 
PD’s Richmond Station tweeted 
out the following: “Officers just 
arrested a naked man in the bison 
paddock in GG Park. The bison 
seemed unimpressed.” It is a tre- 
mendous accomplishment to bea 
standout jackass in a competition 
with so many thousands of other 
drunk, urinating competitors. So 
kudos to you, Bison Guy! You ran 
the four-minute mile of acting 


like a fool. 


FASHION PLATE 


Jessica Urbina’s stylish yearbook 
senior portrait may have been jet- 
tisoned from the yearbook at Sa- 
cred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 
School — but now it’s plastered 
throughout the blogosphere, 
making her the school’s new, un- 
witting poster child. Sacred Heart 
administrators targeted Urbina 
for wearing a tux and bow tie, 
which apparently violates the 
school’s dress code. Female stu- 
dents are expected to wear 
dresses for their yearbook pho- 
tos. Incensed by what they saw as 
top-down discrimination, Urbi- 
na’s friends, classmates, and 
brother Michael launched a pro- 
test, arriving to school last week 
in bowties and publicizing the in- 
cident over Twitter. It quickly cre- 
ated a media firestorm. Within 
hours, the school was censured by 
everyone from alumni to Live 
105 DJs to local cab drivers. Ina 
statement, Sacred Heart ex- 
pressed regret over the incident, 
and said it would “work tirelessly 
to ensure that all students are in- 
cluded in the future.” Though a 
spokeswoman declined to elabo- 
rate, many observers believe the 
school caved under pressure, and 
decided to change its dress code. 
In the meantime, the #Jessicas- 
Tux hashtag is snowballing 

on Twitter. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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» CULTIVATE 


| FESTIVAL 


Join us at Cultivate, a free festival created by Chipotle, 
celebrating sustainable, wholesome, and delicious food. Enjoy cooking demos, 
great food, live music, local artisans, and plenty of activities just for kids. 


JUNE 7» TIAM-/PM » HELLMAN HOLLOW, GOLDEN GATE PARK 


GRAHAM ELLIOT = AMANDA FREITAG = SARAH & EVAN RICH 
CORTNEY BURNS & NICK BALLA * DENNIS LEE = MINH TSAI 


NEON TREES = ANDREW MCMAHON = CHARLI XCX 
SMALLPOOLS 


CHIPOTLE.COM/CULTIVATE 
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==> FREE PRINTER’ 


with any digital camera purchase after mail-in rebate! 


$69.99 - $70 mail in rebate = FREE 


Liinei™ 


Panasonic 


DMC-GH4. 
Body 





ce ris 


Samys Photo School Los Angeles 
FREE! Friday, May 23rd 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 


Samys Photo School Los Angeles 
Thursday, May 22nd 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Fee: $29.95, or FREE with camera 
purchase. Please register in advance 
at samysphotoschool.com 


Pro Photo Performance with a 4K Cinematic Experience 


e Professional photo performance with 
exceptional moiré suppression 

© AK 24p cinematic video (4096x2160), plus 4K 3840x2160 
30p/24p with simultaneous 8.8 MP Photo Capture 

e High speed 49 area auto focusing in photo or video 


™ MEGAPIXEL 


SONY. 








LENS 
KIT 


EOS 
SUI 


with 18-55mm & 
75-300mm III lenses 


$949 - $300 instant rebate 


The smallest DSLR on the market! 


¢ ISO 100-12800 (expandable to 
H: 25600) for stills and ISO 100-6400 
(expandable to H: 12800) for videos 
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¢ EOS Full HD Movie mode with LiveView be Ey we] 18.0 MK 
Movie Servo AF for continuous = 12800 sels = *"\ 
: EOS Movie 3.0" LCD Frames 
focus tracking m 6400 FULL FD ClearView Il" ber ser 
e Touch Screen Wide 3.0-inch ANTY REGISTRATION CARD. 
Clear View LCD monitor II ERCHANDISE INCLUDES CANON USA 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY nt a 
ALL CANON ADVERTISED M 


¢ 9-point AF system 








Mieepe 
D3200 


make.believe 


O65 





Nikon... 


At the heart of the imagem 


D100 






70-200mm | if 85mm F1.2L 


16-35mm 
F2.8L IS Il USM ~ [a Il USM 


F2.8L Il USM 








with 18-140mm VR 


with 18-55mm 
with 18-55mm VR 


| EXE | SAVE *300) 


High Speed Shooting at 10 fps 


e Up to 10 fps continuous wins 








»- *- 


1080p Full HD movie recording 





= with stereo sound MEGAPIXEL shooting with Auto Focus HoWnDe 
e 24.2 MP Dx-format CMOS sensor comme —° 89 and brighOLED viewfinder ° 
and EXPEED 3 e HD Movie mode with : 
MECAPIYEL 6 Guide Mode makes it easy AVCHD™ 60p/60i/24p MEGAPIXEL 
$526.95 - $50  ° 4 fps continuous shooting NAVCHD $798 - $200 instant rebate $1696.95 - $300 ° 
: instant rebate 


¢ 100-6400 ISO Expandable 
to 12800 


instant rebate 


Nikon 55-200mm Sony 55-200mm 








Nikon 70-300mm 









SAVE *200 © 
$2499 - $300 $2199 - $200 

: : $1699 - $200 mail-in rebate mail-inrebate = | mail-in rebate 
Superior low-light MVP i cael 
performance 
Ultra-precise autofocus and metering 
ISO performance down to ISO 100 Ne Ne 
and up to ISO 6400 35 18-200 Mirae 
6 frames per second continuously mm Totes 60mm 
for up to 100 shots F1.8DX F3.5-5.6G Micro 

ED VR Il 





MVP 





F4-5.6 VR F4-5.6 F4.5-5.6G VR Fast, lightweight f/1.8 lens perfect vik Wide angle to telephoto focal range 
$198 -$150 instant rebate, = for low-light conditions, travel, en- gives photographers a versatile tool 
$246.95 -$100 Instant rebate, with purchase of SLT-A65 $586.95 -$200 Instant rebate, ar vironmental portrait and Versatile, high-power 11x zoom to get the shot without having to 
with purchase of D3200 Kit or D7100 : general photography with Vibration Reduction (VR II) switch lenses 


with purchase of D3200 Kit or D7100 






EOS ee EOS 52 
70: D610 pola 


BODY 


[SAVE *100) 


BODY 


[SAVE $200) 





MVP 






LU Dual Pixel oT mi rule 
near, 222AF ES GS) oy ee a 
ORS ees - e EXPEED 3 Image Processor LiveView B 
Smooth, fast and accurate autofocus nolees ¢ Full HD 1080p Video Recording at 30 fps iveView 
e Built-in wireless technology ns ¢ Continuous Shooting up to 6 fps aay oe Mowe 
e High speed continuous shooting up to 7.0 fps A 2 = *£xpandable Sensitivity to ISO 25600 | eu 
¢ EOS Full HD Movie mode with Movie Servo AF MEGAPIXEL ° External Mic and Headphone Inputs Frames __ FRAME 
: F F PerSec LS _J} 
e Vari-angle Touch Screen 3.0-inch Clear View LCD $1996.95 - $100 instant rebate 
$1199 - $200 instant rebate Ly ass D 
. @ 25600 MEGAPIXEL 
Nikon 12800 


24-70mmM F2.8G 


Canon 70-200mm 
F4L IS USM 


$1349 -$200 mail-in rebate 


wr’ 
Nikon Authorized Dealer m 
ALL NIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA 


LIMITED WARRANTY. AUTHORIZED NIKON DEALER, 
NIKON USA INC. 


N USED EQU 


MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am-6:00pm 
SATURDAY: 9:30am-6pm 





WANTED! 





1090 Bryant St. 


Corner of 9th & Bryant 


Our Rental Department is open from 8am until 6pm 
Mon-Fri, 9:30am to 6pm Saturday and closed Sunday 
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Canon 24-70mm 
F2.8L Il USM 


$2299 -$300 mail-in rebate 





US YOUR 
dikes \PMENT! 
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TAFEROM 16-7 7iew 9 ore 








18-270mm — 
F3.5-6.3 Di Il 











Tareg | 
70.200mm SFC 





F2.8 VC 
Full frame, high-resolution ; ee 
: With built-in i 
i 28-419mmM equivalent zoom range, : Fast 72.8 maximum 
mae cope " : ultrasonic motor aperture throughout the zoom range 


an improved, lightweight, compact 
Vibration Compensation (VC) system, 
$449 - $70 mail-in rebate 


e Extended ISO range of 100-25600 & image stabilization 


e Advanced professional-level high 
definition video capabilities 

e EOS HD Video with manual 
exposure control and multiple 
frame rates 


$1499 - $100 mail-in rebate 


$1299 - $100 mail-in rebate 


10-20mm 





$3399.95 - $200 mail-in rebate F4-5.6 EX DC 
HSM 
| SAVE °50 150-500mm | SAVE £170 | 
" F5-6.3 DG OS 
HSM APO 






Hypersonic motor for fast focus. Full- 
time manual over-ride allowing in- 
stant control in low-light situations 


$899 - $100 instant rebate 


An ultra telephoto zoom designed for 
Full Frame sensors. Optical stabilization 
compensates for camera shake 


$1069 - $170 instant rebate 


Fast AF speeds & quiet 
shooting and capable of 
full-time manual operation 


$479 - $50 instant rebate 





TRADE-INS 


SAN FRANCISCO'S NEWEST FULLY STOCKED CAMERA STORE! 


*Valid on any purchase of $199 or more for the 6-month offer and on 
any purchase of $499 or more for the 12-month offer made on your 
Samy’s account. On promo purchase balance, monthly payments re- 
quired, but no finance charges will be assessed if (1) promo purchase 
balance paid in full in 6 or 12 months, and (2) all minimum monthly 
payments on account paid when due. Otherwise, promo may be termi- 
nated and treated as a non-promo balance. Finance Charges accrued at 
the Purchase APR will be assessed from the purchase date. Regular 
rates apply to non-promo balances, including optional charges. Promo 
purchases on existing accounts may not receive full benefit of promo 
terms, including reduced APR if applicable, if account is subject to 
Penalty APR. Payments over the minimum will be applied as required by 
applicable law. As of 1/1/10, APR: 28.99% & on all accounts in default, 
Penalty APR 29.99%. Minimum finance charge $2.00. Subject to ap- 
proval by GE Money Bank. 


samys.com 





PRICES GOOD MAY 22 - MAY 28, 2014 
EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. 

Not responsible for typographical errors. Quantities limited to 
stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no 
holds. Prices subject to change without notice. See store for 
details. Special offers available on in stock items only. Colors 
vary by location. Samy's pays Sales Tax on select items. 
Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refur- 
bished purchases are excluded from the “No Sales 
Tax" Promotion. **Not valid on Nikon MVP 
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LETTERS NEWS 


BY RACHEL SWAN 
Raymond “Shrimp Boy” Chow 


—a local B-list celebrity, fawning mafiosi, 
and convicted murder-conspirator and 
drug-runner — wore a court-ordered ankle 
bracelet for years while allegedly running a 
$2.29 million money-laundering fiefdom in 
Chinatown. During that time, he curried fa- 
vor with politicians, posted scads of photo- 
graphs on Facebook, and quietly waited for 
US. Immigration and Customs Enforce- 
ment to process his S-visa application (the 
so-called “snitch” visa for government infor- 
mants), which would make him a perma- 
nent resident. 

He also lobbied state Sen. Leland Yee 
to get the bracelet removed — a proposal 
that Yee ultimately rejected. Chow would 
remain ensconced within a well-defined 
pocket of San Francisco, his movements 
tracked, and documented, by an Immi- 
gration and Customs Enforcement depor- 
tation officer. Per the feds’ exceedingly 
detailed affadavits, that didn’t stop him 
from moving contraband. 

By overseeing a secret network in plain 
sight of law enforcement, Chow came to 
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ANKLE BRACELETS PROMISE TO SAVE MONEY, REDUCE THE 
PRISON POPULATION AND KEEP PEOPLE FROM REOPFFENDING 
BUT THE CITY STILL NEEDS PEOPLE BEHIND THE TECHNOLOGY. 


illustrate one of the shortcomings of a 
technology that some city officials hail as 
an antidote to over-incarceration. Ankle 
bracelets gather data about a convict’s 
whereabouts, keeping him or her within 

a circumscribed area and providing auto- 
mated detention. But someone still has to 
keep watch. Unless that data is carefully 
analyzed, it reveals little about what the 
wearer is actually doing. 

Still, local politicians are aggressively 
pushing for these devices. In 2013, the 
city had 359 people on electronic moni- 
tors — its highest number in five years. 
That June, Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi began 
crusading for legislation that would 
broaden his authority to release people 
from jail and put them on devices, wheth- 
er or not they'd been deemed “low-risk” 
by the courts. Stumping for the ordinance 
at a February public safety meeting, he 
told city supervisors that the monitors 
had spared the city 24,362 days of jail 
custody in 2013, which translates into 
considerable savings: It costs about $135 
a day to keep someone in jail. In com- 
parison, monitors cost around $1,200 
to $1,300 a pop, but in most cases, the 
convicts are stuck footing the bill. »>»p12 
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Jail To-Go from pill 


(Proponents of electronic monitor- 
ing hew to a doctrine of personal re- 
sponsibility; they believe restitution 
— even to a jailer or taxpayers — is 
the first step toward recognizing 
one’s misdeeds.) 

So, ankle bracelets could divert 
tons of money back into city cof- 
fers. “Certainly, if you’re using it 
to release people from jail, there’s 
a return on investment,’ says San 
Francisco’s Chief Probation Officer, 
Wendy Still. 

If the sheriff’s proposal moves 
forward, San Franciscans may see 
the beginnings of an increasingly ro- 
botized criminal justice system. Pro- 
gressive politicians roundly support 
the devices; Public Defender Jeff 
Adachi contends that they’re still 
“severely under-used.” On May 1, the 
city inked a new deal with correc- 
tional vendor LCA Services (“LCA” 
stands for “Leaders in Community 
Alternatives”), whose president, 
Linda Connelly, is gearing up to shill 
more tracking bracelets, transdermal 
alcohol detectors, and other penal 
apparatuses. Per its contract, LCA 
has three years to wring a maximum 
of $2 million out of the city. 

Ankle monitors promise a brave 
new world for San Francisco, and yet 
the hype around them fits right into 
a historical pattern. San Francisco 
has a reputation for latching onto 
the latest and greatest policing tech- 
nologies — including surveillance 
cameras, gunfire detection micro- 
phones, and the crime-mapping 
system CompStat — only to find out 
later that they don’t work, or provide 
a redundant service, or aren’t the 
salve they purport to be. 

San Francisco has already done 
a remarkable job of reducing its jail 
population by steering inmates into 
rehabilitation programs and cutting 
drug prosecutions in half. Whereas 
other regions are desperate to alle- 
viate overcrowding, San Francisco’s 
jail is running at a 30-50 percent va- 
cancy rate. Politicians are gearing up 
to build a new jail downtown, which 
the city might not be capable of fill- 
ing — a good problem to have. 

And now, electronic monitoring 
is poised to become the next big in- 
novation. It could change San Fran- 
cisco’s law enforcement strategy, 
allowing nonviolent offenders to live 
at home, clearing the jail, and saving 
thousands of dollars in the process. 
Or, it could burden the city with a 
population of criminals it’s unable to 
supervise — and oceans of data it’s 
unequipped to paddle through. 

But the temptation of innovation 
is there, and with a hell of a sales 
pitch: While other devices merely 
collect crime data, a GPS-equipped 
ankle bracelet promises to obviate 
the demand for penal infrastruc- 
ture. Why lock people in cells when 
their whole prison experience could 
be condensed into one piece of 
wearable gadgetry? 
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Fine-boned and stern, with a flinty 
Alabama accent, Linda Connelly proba- 
bly could have hawked any household 
product to the citizens of San Fran- 
cisco. But her focus is corrections. Over 
four decades of working in the criminal 
justice system, she held positions ina 
federal prison and a halfway house, be- 
fore getting fixated on GPS tracking 
technology. Connelly founded LCA in 
1991, and has since established herself 
as a big player in the industry, deliver- 
ing GPS devices, alcohol trackers, drug 
testing, and case-management services 
to eight California counties. 

Holding court in her Market 
Street office on a recent Tuesday, 
Connelly showcases LCA’s latest 
offerings: two black rubber policing 
devices, arrayed on a coffee table 
next to a glass of tea and a bouquet 
of dried flowers. One, the Omnilink 
GPS bracelet, is a thick band of in- 
terwoven tamper wires with a giant 
box on the end; the other, called a 
SCRAM device, detects alcohol as it 
evaporates off the wearer’s skin. 

“Over the years there’s been a 
huge debate,” Connelly says, point- 
ing at the GPS box. “Do we make 
them small and unobtrusive so 
there’s not a stigma? Or do we make 
them big and obnoxious, like a Scar- 
let Letter?” 

The current versions fall some- 
where in between, she says. They’re 
just small enough to hide under a 
baggy pant leg, but big enough to 
stand out if someone dons a dress 
or shorts — which was the case 
with a bracelet-wearer sitting in the 
lobby that morning. His monitor 
bulged conspicuously over a blue 
Adidas sandal. 

Today’s electronic monitors were 
conceived through years of trial and 
error. The first devices, unveiled in 
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the mid-’90s, were batteries placed 
in backpacks that weighed several 
pounds — and were apparently easy 
to remove. These spawned track- 
ing devices attached to belts that 
resembled fanny packs. And these 
eventually begat the ankle tether, 
which, Connelly says, has been re- 
fined and molded into its current, 
elegant state. 

Through the years, convicts have 
tried to defeat it in all manner of 
ways, using lubricants, steel rods, 
or scissors. People have tried — 
unsuccessfully, Connelly says — to 
layer chicken skin along the inside 
of the SCRAM alcohol reader, think- 
ing it might simulate their own 
skin. Some convicts stick business 
cards between their ankles and the 
bracelet bands, thinking it might 
interfere with the detection system. 
(That, too, is futile, Connelly says.) 
Tampering was somewhat easier 
back when companies put the fetters 
on wrists instead of ankles: With a 
shudder, Connelly remembers one 
particularly thickset convict slid his 
device off with soap. 

It won't happen again, she says. 
Her staff subjects each new product 
to rigorous testing aimed at out- 
smarting the machinery. They’ve 
baffled home breathalyzer devices 
that use facial recognition software, 
merely by changing the angle of the 
camera. They’ve cut the bands on 
ankle bracelets to test their alarm 
systems, placed objects between 
bracelets and skin, and taken GPS 
gadgets into remote areas that the 
satellites might not cover. 

“If you have equipment that’s not 
working properly, it’s terrible — for 
everybody,’ Connelly says, adding 
that she’s shipped many a monitor 
back to its manufacturer. The ones 
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Mike Koozmin 


Linda Connelly showcases the 
latest electronic monitoring 
innovations. 


that remain are either exceedingly 
difficult to remove, or remarkably 
successful at instilling Big Broth- 
er-style complacency: According to 
Connelly, some 85 to 90 percent of 
the offenders that LCA serves don’t 
repeat the program. Presumably, 
they’re reformed by the wearable jail. 

Then there are people like Shrimp 
Boy, who feign obeisance but pur- 
portedly don’t actually change their 
ways. It turns out you don’t have 
to hack an ankle cuff off — or even 
stray from your restricted GPS route 
— to flout the law. 

That came to light recently in Ana- 
heim, where two paroled sex offend- 
ers were arrested in April for raping 
and murdering four women while 
wearing their ankle bracelets. They 
allegedly stuck one victim’s body on a 
conveyor belt in a trash dump. 

The Anaheim homicides weren't 
an indictment of ankle bracelet tech- 
nology, per se. Both men’s devices 
were functioning properly, generat- 
ing precise location data that would 
later trace them to the scene of the 
crime. Neither convict had left his 
prescribed orbit. 

But data alone didn't tell law en- 
forcement that the two parolees were 
consorting with one another. And 
there’s the rub, says George Drake, 
president of Correct Tech, a company 
in New Mexico that manufactures 
software for monitoring devices. 
“Tracking devices show locations, but 
they can’t tell you what an offender is 
thinking or doing,” he says. 

In fact, the two Anaheim parolees 
were being monitored by two differ- 
ent federal agencies that didn’t share 


data, which limited their ability to 
detect anomalies — like two sex 
offenders being at the same place at 
the same time. “We’re working on 
that,” Drake says. 

Connelly says that a Canadian 
company, G2 Research, has already 
developed software to scour elec- 
tronic monitoring data for aberra- 
tions, which should be available in 
San Francisco next month. It could 
have prevented the homicides, she 
assures. It’s much better than a hu- 
man case manager perusing a stack 
of daily reports. 

But that hits on another problem 
that’s particularly pervasive in San 
Francisco. Our confidence in ma- 
chines — and law enforcement ma- 
chinery, in particular — sometimes 
gets the better of us. We address the 
deficiencies of our technology by pil- 
ing on more technology, sometimes 
without building in the necessary 
human infrastructure. 

Still, of all the high-tech policing 
experiments that San Francisco has 
tried, electronic monitoring seems 
the most promising. It would save 
money, disgorge the jail population, 
and potentially set offenders on 
the right path. The city is in a good 
position to test it out, and will bea 
pioneer if it works. The technology is 
there; all that’s needed is the human 
element: someone to read the data, 
someone to make sure the machine is 
working at all. 


In August 2007, then-Supervisor 
Mirkarimi angrily stood before the 
city’s public safety committee. San 
Francisco Housing Authority had 
spent thousands of dollars installing 
178 cameras in public housing com- 
plexes the year before, ostensibly to 
prevent violent crime. 

And yet, murders went up in pub- 
lic housing that year. 

Mirkarimi was incensed. He 
recounted four homicides that 
occurred during a six-week period 
at the corner of Eddy and Laguna 
streets — an area supposedly satu- 
rated with security cameras. 

“And yet now we're hearing that 
[the cameras] aren’t useful,” Mirk- 
arimi told the assembled crowd. 
“How is that possible?” 

Housing Authority assistant gen- 
eral counsel Tim Larsen rattled off 
a series of excuses. Many murders 
happen at night, he noted, so the 
lighting is bad. And the camera’s 
field of vision is limited. And these 
machines aren’t manned; most of 
their footage just gets hoarded, 
unless someone asks the Housing 
Authority to examine it. 

After the hearing, Mirkarimi took 
a ladder and climbed up a housing 
project wall to extract one of the 
cameras and figure out why no one 
was looking at its footage. Apparent- 
ly, someone had installed it with the 
lens pointing at the sky. 

“The incompetence was just 
earth-shattering,” Mirkarimi recalls 
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now. It wasn’t the only instance in 
which a sleek piece of data-gathering 
technology would fail to account for 
human error. 

In January 2009, San Fran- 
cisco police got an alert from the 
city’s gunfire microphone system, 
ShotSpotter, tracing gunfire in the 
Hunters View public housing project. 
Sensors scattered throughout the 
area had picked up the sound and 
routed it to a central server, which 
alerted the cops, who rushed to the 
scene around 2:30 a.m. 

When they got there, the neigh- 
borhood was dark from a lack of 
streetlights. Police combed the 
weeds for evidence, for a body or 
a gun, but found nothing. They 
eventually left; ShotSpotter had 
been known for delivering “false 
positives” in the past, occasionally 
mistaking fireworks, or other explo- 
sions, for gunshots. 

It was up to project residents to 
discover 24-year-old Darren John- 
son at daybreak, long after he’d bled 
to death. By then, his assailant was 
long gone; the cops had little hope of 
apprehending a suspect. 

San Franciscans took the story 
as evidence of ShotSpotter’s inade- 
quacy: It had summoned police to a 
crime scene, but it couldn’t fix the 
area's dilapidated streetlights, or 
draw out any residents who could 
help. It revealed failings in public 
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George Gascon has emerged as 
a staunch critic of the sheriff's 
proposed electronic monitoring 
ordinance. 


safety, but didn’t help solve them. 
Residents couldn't help but question 
the city’s $206,000-a-year gunfire 
detection system, which Mirkarimi 


had campaigned for in 2005 — on 
grounds that it would yank San 
Francisco into the 21st centu- 

ry. Oakland would scrap its own 
ShotSpotter network a few years 
later, saying the technology was re- 
dundant, because residents call in to 
report gunshots, anyway. 

But ShotSpotter did have up- 
sides. It provided evidence in 
prosecutions; so, too, have surveil- 
lance cameras and ankle bracelets. 
(Although federal agents failed to 
prevent the Anaheim homicides 
from happening, they now have am- 
ple data tying both bracelet-wearers 
to the crime scene.) It’s also helped 
dispatch police to neighborhoods 
they might have previously ignored. 
Years ago, residents of the Bayview 
and the Western Addition were left 
to shoulder violent crime on their 
own, according to Mirkarimi. “There 
was so much gunfire that police just 
literally stopped responding,” the 
sheriff says. 

ShotSpotter helped alleviate that 
problem, establishing itself as a use- 
ful data-gathering tool for the city’s 
embattled police force. It helped, but 
it didn’t quell homicides. 

San Francisco might see a similar 
problem with electronic monitors, 
if the city implements more devices 
but lacks the staff to manage them. 
When Supervisor Norman Yee asked 
Mirkarimi if he’d hire more deputies 


SS We hear what you’re saying. 
; We offer more options to fit your budget. 


in the event that San Francisco dou- 
bled its number of ankle bracelets, 
the sheriff was noncommittal. 

“You could suggest that,” Mirk- 
arimi mused, “but likely the person 
on electronic monitoring isn’t going 
to run afoul.” In an email, the sheriff 
reiterates that he’ll work with his ex- 
isting staff to manage the additional 
monitors. 

So far, the evidence skews in 
Mirkarimi’s favor. But his ankle 
bracelet campaign is still a leap of 
faith — even Connelly acknowledges 
that there’s still a dearth of research 
on the efficacy of these devices. 


As Mirkarimi presses on with his 
electronic monitoring ordinance, he 
still faces a formidable opponent 
within city government. 

District Attorney George Gascon 
balked at the sheriff’s proposal to be 
given authority to release inmates 
at his discretion and monitor them 
with ankle bracelets. Such a law 
would bypass the current system 
of checks and appraisals that keeps 
dangerous offenders in custody, Gas- 
con says. As of last year, San Francis- 
co’s jail harbored some 500 inmates 
who were awaiting trial, and who 
could only be released at the courts’ 
discretion. For Mirkarimi, those 
“pre-trial” detainees are a pivotal 
point of contention: Many are locked 
up because they can’t afford >>p14 
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bail, he argues, which essentially 
makes the city’s Hall of Justice a 
debtor’s prison. Meanwhile, they cost 
taxpayers $135 a day. They'd be far 
better off serving time at home and 
supporting their families, he says. 

This is not unprecedented; sher- 
iffs in other counties have authority 
to release inmates, because these 
counties with their overflowing jails 
have had a need for a quick way to 
turn offenders loose. San Francisco, 
with its low incarceration rates, 
hasn't had that pressure. 

Crafted to attract both progres- 
sives and fiscal conservatives, the 
ordinance seems well-intentioned, 
but also politically calculating. 

It would, as Gascon points out, 
entrust the sheriff with powers 
traditionally granted to the district 
attorney and the courts. It would 
also potentially adjust the city’s 
needs for a new jail. In January, 
Mirkarimi approached the Board of 
Supervisors to stump for a 640-bed 
jail to replace the city’s larger, run- 
down Hall of Justice — though bud- 
get and legislative analyst reports 
suggested San Francisco could get 
by with a much cheaper, 384-bed 
facility. 

Only two weeks ago, the sheriff 
announced to local media that San 
Francisco’s jails are half empty; an 
ordinance designed to release more 
people on electronic monitoring 
would only accelerate that down- 
ward trend. Asked whether he would 
adjust his 640-bed figure in light of 
the changing landscape, Mirkarimi 
says the city controller will release a 
new recommendation for San Fran- 
cisco’s jail needs at the end of 2015. 
At that point, he says, the size and 
need of the replacement jail will “be- 
come more evident.” 

The size of the proposed jail is one 
of a number of things Gascon and 
Mirkarimi have butted heads over. 
In truth, the two have long had a 
contentious relationship. 

When Mirkarimi first floated 
the 640-bed jail proposal, Gascon 
was one of the only city officials to 
oppose it. And, two years ago, Mirk- 
arimi pleaded guilty to a misdemean- 
or for false imprisonment charges 
stemming from a confrontation 
with his wife. Gascon questioned the 
sheriff’s sincerity, and suggested the 
case go to trial. 

Now, Gascon is fighting the idea 
of giving the sheriff the authority 
to release inmates. In February, the 
district attorney sent a letter to the 
mayor and the Board of Supervisors, 
arguing that Mirkarimi’s proposed 
ordinance raised serious concerns 
about public safety. The sheriff isn’t 
present during an inmate’s bail 
review, and isn't privy to all the in- 
formation held by other law enforce- 
ment agencies, Gascon pointed out. 

“Tm very concerned that this leg- 
islation would erode San Francisco's 
ability to adequately determine who 
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is and who is not a good candidate 
for in-home custody programs,” the 
district attorney concluded. 

Members of the public safety 
committee had no choice but to 
subject the sheriff to a cross-exam- 
ination, and send the ordinance back 
for further review. The sheriff says 
he’ll present an amended version 
within the next month. 

Ironically, the two politicians 
have often held similar views on 
technology and criminal justice. Gas- 
con, too, was a tech evangelist when 
he served as chief of police from 
2009 to 2011. He helped the city 
implement its CompStat computer- 
ized tracking system, which compiles 
crime statistics and helps assess hot 
spots — the effectiveness of which 
has also been subject to criticism. He 
told the Board of Supervisors he’s 
currently developing a “scientifically 
based risk assessment tool” to ac- 
complish the same goal as Mirkarimi 
— release more detainees back into 
the community, and save taxpayer 
money in the process. 

Thus, Gascon and Mirkarimi 
generally agree on what’s good for 
San Francisco law enforcement, but 
they’re also locked in an arms race to 
upstage and out-modernize one an- 
other. And ever since Mirkarimi began 
preaching the ankle bracelet gospel, 
Gascon has expressed reservations. 
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Sheriff Mirkarimi is steadfastly 
crusading for more electronic 
monitoring. 


“The technology I trust,” he says. 
“The question is how do we deter- 
mine when it should be used.” And, 
he cautions, a tracking device has 
limitations. It traces movement, 
provides accountability, and theoret- 
ically encourages good behavior. But 
it won't single-handedly stop anyone 
from committing a crime. 


Videos of convicts removing their 
ankle bracelets abound on YouTube. 
People use lotions and slip their 
bands over plastic bags, attack the 
cuffs with bolt cutters, loosen them 
with screwdrivers, zap themselves by 
tampering with the wiring. In theory, 
each removal attempt triggers an 
alert at the probation department, 
and potentially slaps the offender 
with a felony; in practice, a lot of bro- 
ken bracelets seem to slip through the 
cracks. One anonymous blogger 
claims he could detach his ankle 
bracelet to go swimming, by sliding a 
two-foot steel rod underneath it and 
twisting until the rivets popped off. 
Members of hacker forums believe 
the signals on ankle bracelets are easy 
to modify; it’s worth noting that their 
chips aren’t as advanced as those used 
in most smartphones. 


George Drake says that’s all part 
of the deal. “These devices weren’t 
meant to be locked on a leg and nev- 
er taken off,” Drake assures. “They’re 
not like handcuffs.” Nor are they 
monitored in real time: Case man- 
agers receive a stack of daily reports 
on convicts’ movements, which they 
can scan for peculiarities — but they 
aren't constantly sitting in front of a 
computer screen, following dots on 
a GPS map. 

In fact, the whole philosophy 
behind tracking devices is that they 
provide offenders with a modicum 
of freedom — and with it, respon- 
sibility. They can be programmed 
with varying restrictions, designed 
to keep a gang member off a certain 
block, or ensure that a drug addict 
follows the same route to his rehab 
center every day. In some cases, the 
punishment is mostly abstract: a 
bulging, electronic manacle to indi- 
cate that Big Brother is still watch- 
ing, albeit sporadically. 

Some academic studies — such as 
a 2012 report from the Urban Insti- 
tute in Washington, D.C. — suggest 
that electronic monitoring vastly 
reduces an individual’s propensity 
to reoffend, when compared to reg- 
ular probation programs. But that 
doesn’t mean that tracking devices 
can be seen as a carte blanche alter- 
native to regular incarceration, the 
authors caution. Ramping up home 
detention — a strategy that other 
counties are already trying, because 
their jails are bursting at the seams 
— is still largely untested. 

Other counties don’t have op- 
tions; San Francisco, by contrast, 
has succeeded in running a uniquely 
undercrowded prison system. This 
may be a good time to experiment. A 
carefully managed electronic moni- 
toring program — with strong com- 
munication between departments, 
and solid criteria for who gets re- 
leased — could be a rousing success. 
It might reduce recidivism; it could 
save San Francisco enough money to 
offset the risk. It would further less- 
en the reliance on city jails. A poorly 
orchestrated program, however, 
could present risks to public safety. 

Raymond “Shrimp Boy” Chow 
might be an apt poster child for 
the perils of tracking technology. 
Throughout his home detention 
sentence, he presented himself as an 
ex-gang member who'd chosen to do 
right, seemingly deluding everyone 
from Mayor Ed Lee to U.S. Sen. Di- 
anne Feinstein. That whole do-good- 
er ruse unraveled in March, when 
Chow got caught in the same mas- 
sive federal sting that ensnared state 
Sen. Leland Yee. He’s now facing de- 
cades in prison and a voluminous rap 
sheet. He'd allegedly managed to run 
a sprawling criminal empire in plain 
site of law enforcement — though, 
granted, he never succeeded in get- 
ting the ankle bracelet removed. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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Literature 


POETIC 
INTERVENTIONS 


Every month, Writing Without 
Walls picks a topic and accepts sub- 
missions of all forms of writing, 
choosing the six best pieces and pub- 
lishing them in a chapbook available 
for only $5 at the show. This month, 
which is the 21st installment, fea- 
tures a great lineup of authors writ- 
ing on the theme “Intervention,” 
including vice president and events 
coordinator of the Sacramento Po- 
etry Center, Tim Kahl (an incredibly 
good poet who performs as well as 
he writes). Joining Kahl are Miquila 
Alejandre, Chris Carosi, SB Stokes, 
Gaia Patience Venis, and Sandra 
Wassilie. “What is fun is how each 
writer takes the theme as an entry 
point into a unique creative inter- 
pretation,” says curator Jeff Von 
Ward. “The work ultimately coheres 
as a collection not in spite of but be- 
cause of each author’s originality.” 
Von Ward is looking for a co-pro- 
ducer and invites inquiries; the se- 
ries is also accepting submissions 
for its food-themed issue through 
June 9th. 

Writing Without Walls: Inter- 
vention starts at 7:30 p.m. at Cafe 
du Soleil, 200 Fillmore St., S.F. 
Free; call 934-8637 or visit writing- 
withoutwalls.com. Evan Karp 
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Art Opening 


RECLAIMED 
AESTHETICS 


Climbing mountains of refuse at the 
local dump, our miniature explorer is 
exhilarated by danger or treasure at 
every turn, seeking history in the terra 
firma of trash. Such is the life of tiny 
Carl Sagan, a scrappy marionette cre- 
ated by Recology artist-in-residence 
Matthew Gottschalk. The rule of the 
residency? Art must be composed of 
90 percent found materials. Photogra- 
pher Jamil Hellu, whose unflinching 
portraits typically capture the inner 
life of humans, is confronted by acres 
of inanimate objects. The result is any- 
thing but lifeless: crisp, graphic assem- 
blages of discarded toys float on vivid 
backgrounds of comic book colors. 
Student resident Claire Lynch, most 
comfortable working in wood, chooses 
instead shattered toilets, blown-out 
tires, and 35 pounds of broken mirror 
for her birds, titled Judge, Opportunist, 
Pontificator, Narcissist, and Naiveté. 
But Gottschalk’s marionette is surely 
most at home. Armed with a fire- 
place-poker harpoon, he uncovers evi- 
dence of this world’s strange 
inhabitants, while Gottschalk films his 
progress, providing a suitable 
soundtrack composed on reconsti- 
tuted and unworldly instruments. 

The work of all three artists will be 
on display at 5 p.m. at Recology, 503 
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Tunnel Ave., S.F. Free; call 330-1400 
or visit recologysf.com. Silke Tudor 


SAT 5/25 


Parade 


SHAKE IT IN THE 
STREET 


Carnaval San Francisco is now in its 
36th year of free and fabulous outdoor 
festivities in the Mission that celebrate 
Latin American and Caribbean culture 
through dance and music. The main 
event in the weekend-long festival is 
the Grand Parade, which fills the Sun- 
day morning streets with glitter, beads, 
feathered headdresses, and much boo- 
ty-shaking merriment from dancers, 
drummers, floats, and bands. The pro- 
cession is presided over by Valencia 
Newton and Delvis Savigne Frifion, 
crowned parade royalty after triumph- 
ing in a dance-off, and this year’s grand 
marshal is none other than San Fran- 
cisco Supervisor David Campos. More 
than 50 local acts will join them in a 
rousing samba through the Mission. 
This year’s Carnaval honors soccer and 
the World Cup with exhibits, crafts, 
and plenty of food and libations. Par- 
take of the revels with close to half a 
million of your friends and neighbors. 

Carnaval San Francisco presents 
the Grand Parade at 9:30 a.m. starting 
at 24th and Bryant streets and ending 
at 17th and Mission streets, S.E Free; 
visit carnavalsf.org. Irene Hsiao 
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LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Beyond Structure: Freeform group 
show presenting work in multiple disciplines by 
Jonny Alexander, Lisa Banks, Chico Coelho, Nathan 
Cox, Silvie Deutsch, Debi Ling, Gabriel Martinez, Chi- 
yomi McKibbin, Joon Park, Martin Segobia, and many 
more. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through May 30. 
111 Minna, S.F., 974-1719, www.11minnagallery.com. 

20Mission Coworking Space. Inside Comics: Pop-up 
group show inspired by superheroes and other 
comic characters. Fri., May 23, 7-10 p.m. $5. 2415 
Mission, S.F., 425-4939, 20mission.com. 

Alter Space. The Cradle Project: Traveling exhibit fea- 
turing 50 artist-made cradles — all empty — to raise 
awareness of child deaths in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through May 24. 
1158 Howard St., S.F., 735-1158, www.alterspace.co. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Gugger Petter: Reversal of 
Interest: The Danish artist uses woven newspaper 
to create textured representational portraits. 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through May 30. 545 
Ath St., S.F., 495-2090, www.asgallery.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Gale Hart: Unconcealed: A series 
of sculptural objects “take a shot" at American gun 
culture. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 24. 210 Golden Gate Avenue, S.F., 926-8573, 
www.bashcontemporary.com. 

David Brower Center. Reimagining Progress: Pro- 
duction, Consumption, and Alternative Econ- 
omies: Multidisciplinary juried exhibition that 
features 18 regional artists questioning the way 
we consume natural resources. Starting May 22. 
Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. Continues through Sept. 
4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, www. 
browercenter.org. 

California College of the Arts. CCA 2014 MFA Thesis 
Exhibition: Works by 50 graduating students. 
Through May 24. 1111 Eighth St., S.F., 800-447-1278, 
www.cca.edu. 

City Hall. Now That You're Gone ... San Francisco 
Neighborhoods Without Us: Nine photographers 
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portray various aspects of the city's urban environ- 
ment without the presence of people. Through May 
23. Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Drive Carlton B. 
Goodlett, S.F., 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. Lydia Panas: Falling from 
Grace...: Large-scale photo series combining 
people with food to create 13 symbolic psycho- 
logical portraits. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 31. 49 Geary, S.F., 680-5997, www. 
cordenpottsgallery.com. 

Crown Point Press. Nature Study: A Group Exhibition: 
Works by Darren Almond, Anne Appleby, Chris- 
topher Brown, Susan Middleton, and Chris Ofili. 
Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 20 
Hawthorne, S.F., 974-6273, www.crownpoint.com. 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco. 
Sacred Himalayan Beauty: Landscape photographs 
and traditional Tibetan art by Richard Christiani, 
Greg Hale, and Rosalyn White. May 21-June 28. 1187 
Franklin, S.F., 292-4892, www.uusf.org. 

Gallery 16. Grabner Killam 2014: Collaborative instal- 
lation by Michelle Grabner and Brad Killam. Starting 
May 23. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 
30. 501 Third St., S.F., 626-7495, www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Ala Ebtekar: Parallax: Two 
new works: a large celestial painting and a mixed 
media lightbox. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 31. Clare Rojas: Caerulea: New ab- 
stract paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 31. 14 Geary, S.F., 433-2710, www. 
gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Leonora Carrington: The Celtic 
Surrealist: One of the few female Surrealists, Car- 
rington’s visionary late-period paintings, gouaches, 
and tapestries are put into the context of her 
Irish ancestry in this show on loan from Dublin's 
Irish Museum of Modern Art. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 31. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, 
www.gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. All We Want Is Everything: Group 
show featuring Zofia Bogusz, Jason Bryant, Johan- 
nah O'Donnell, and Jeff Ramirez. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through May 24. 1040 Larkin, S.F., 
590-2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Judith Belzer: Paths of Desire: 
Oil paintings envision aerial landscapes that depict 
the interaction of humanity and nature while nearly 
verging on the abstract. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through May 31. 315 Potrero, S.F., 703-4400, 
www.georgelawsongallery.com. 

Goforaloop Gallery. AB Paredes: Salamandering 
Circus Freaks: Through May 24. 1458 San Bruno, 
S.F., 826-0855, www.goforaloop.com. 

The Lab. That that is is that that is not is not is that 
it it is: Group show featuring Jason Benson, Sara 
Cwynar, Honza Hoeck, Erin Jane Nelson, Puppies 
Puppies, and Brion Nuda Rosch. Starting May 23. 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 
28. 2948 16th St., S.F., 864-8855, www.thelab.org. 

Lot 21 Gallery. Reuben Wu: Infinite Sustain: Pho- >> 


INNUMERABLE STORIES 


As one of America’s finest dramatists and the West’s most distinctive voices, 
Sam Shepard has won 11 Obies and one Pulitzer; acted in 56 movies; writ- 
ten seven screenplays, more than 45 stage plays, and somewhere between 
60 and 130 short stories (depending on how you define them). He has also 
lived 70 years. During that storied time, his relationship with our own 
Magic Theatre has been sprinkled with world premieres — Buried Child, 
Fool for Love, and True West among them — anda stretch as Playwright in 
Residence. “Sheparding America,’ a yearlong festival of Shepard plays per- 
formed by Bay Area companies such as ACT and Intersection for the Arts’ 
Campo Santo, is a fitting birthday present from Magic Theatre. Unique on 
the calendar is Word for Word’s 36 Stories by Sam Shepard, an original 
work adapted from short story collections, which has been Shepard-ap- 
proved. No doubt you can expect lonesome highways, wandering souls, 
roadside diners, and dime-store philosophers who stick to you like desert 
sand. To get in the mood, check out postcards from various characters at 
36stories.org as the show inches closer to opening night. 

36 Stories by Sam Shepard opens at 7 p.m. at Z Below, 470 Florida St., 
S.F. Tickets are $20-$55; call (866) 811-4111 or visit zspace.org. Silke 
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tographs from the fringes. Starting May 22. Tues- 
days-Fridays. Continues through June 25. 933 20th 
St., S.F., 826-0300, www.lot2igallery.com. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. You Don't Say! Word- 
less Cartoons from the Schmulowitz Collection of 
Wit & Humor: Fun without punchlines via published 
cartoons and comics from the 19th century through 
today. Through May 31. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, 
www.sfpl.org. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Max Papeschi & Arnix: 
Iconoclasm: Religious, political, and pop cultural 
icons are treated with playfully perverse disre- 
spect at this two-man show featuring sculptures 
by Arnix and digital collages by Max Papeschi. 
Tuesdays-Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through 
May 31. 49 Geary Ste. 200, S.F., www.mgart.com. 

Meridian Gallery. Nancy Calef: My Story from Purging 
to Painting: Exhibition of mixed media paintings and 
drawings from the artist's “illustrated memoir” 
about overcoming her eating disorder. Through 
May 25. 535 Powell, S.F., 398-7229, www.merid- 
iangallery.org. 


SEEK Sonne, 


The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. Be- 
neath the Surface: A half-dozen artists unearth 
unique environmental artifacts, including bicycle 
sculptures, paintings, installations, and video. 
Through May 27. 701 Amador St., S.F., 285-7814, 
www.reclaimedroom.com. 

Recology San Francisco. Artists-in-Residence Exhi- 
bition: Featuring new work by Matthew Gottschalk, 
Jamil Hellu, and Claire Lynch. Fri., May 23, 5-9 
p.m.; Sat., May 24, 1-3 p.m.; Sun., May 25, 5-7 p.m. 
501-503 Tunnel, S.F., 330-1400, www.sfrecycling. 
com/index.php. 

Robert Tat Gallery. David Sokosh: American Tintypes: 
Antique subjects photographed the old-fashioned 
way. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 31. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, www. 
roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Alexander Cheves: | wouldn't have called 
anyhow: Large-scale cut wood forms create a 
geometrically dreamlike allegory for fear. Through 
Aug. 30. 155 Grove, S.F., 554-6080, www.sfarts- 


commission.org. 

The San Francisco Center for the Book (SFCB). 
Printers’ Devils’ & Typographical Worries: Book art 
exhibit celebrating forty years of work by Jungle 
Garden Press. Through June 1. 375 Rhode Island, 
S.F., 565-0545, www.sfcb.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Pretty in Ink: North 
American Women Cartoonists 1896-2013: Comic 
books, original artworks, photos, and other forms of 
memorabilia honor the overlooked contributions of 
female cartoonists during the past century. Through 
June 5. See/Saw: Mixed media artworks by Maia 
Scott draw attention to the act of seeing — or, as 
in the case of the visually impaired artist herself, 
not. Through May 22. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Jungsan Senim: Mixed media 
works inspired by Buddhist concepts. Mondays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through May 29. 251 Post, S.F., 
291-8000, www.sandraleegallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Donald Sultan: A Decade of 
Paintings & Drawings: May 22-July 1. 55 Geary, S.F., 


For the seekers of solitude and single track. Festival fans and fisherfolk. 


For those inspired by fresh mountain air. Whose perfect day ends with 


delicious food and hearty laughter. This is your place. Summer in Sun Valley. 
Where no matter what it is you seek, you ll find it here. 


SAN FRANCISCO TO SUN VALLEY IN 2 HOURS. 
DAILY NON-STOP FLIGHTS ALL SUMMER. 
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421-7770, www.sorokko.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Eating Cultures: Food-in- 
spired group show co-presented by the Asian Amer- 
ican Women Artists Association and Asian Pacific 
Islander Cultural Center. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6 
p.m. Continues through May 30. Free. aawaa.net. 
934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Paper Cuts: Group show of inter- 
national paper cut artists. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 24. 816 Sutter, S.F., www. 
spoke-art.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Samantha Fields: Halcyon: 
Acrylic paintings of fleeting moments and transient 
happenings. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 24. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
www.traywick.com. 


BURLESQUE 


At the White Rabbit Burlesque: A fully staged 
theatrical production — loosely based on Lewis 
Carroll's beloved creatures — featuring burlesque 
performances by Red Velvet, IfnWhendy, Laika 
Fox, Ophelia Coeur de Noir, Tornado Supertrouble, 
and Mikka Bonel. Presented as part of this year’s 
DIVAfest. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through May 24, $10, divafest.info. Exit Theatre, 
156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Bloody Betty's Killing Spree: Featuring performances 
by the Displayed Labors Sideshow, Bloody Betty, 
Spunky Brewster, Sidney Sin, Latashia Govan, 
Wonder Dave, Prisoners of Love, Laika Fox, Ophelia 
Coeur de Noir, Mee Zee, and more. Fri., May 23, 
9 p.m., $10. Uptown Nightclub, 1928 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-451-8100, www.uptownnightclub.com. 

Rack N Roll Burly Q: Burlesque with a knock-your- 
stockings-off rock ‘n’ roll soundtrack. Saturdays, 
7-9 p.m., $5. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703-8964, 
www.sfcatclub.com. 





THU 5/22 


Art Opening 


FLOWER KING 


Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these weekly 
shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$5-$10, redhotsburlesque.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
S.F., 282-3325, www.elriosf.com. 

Uptown Hubba Hubba: Weekly burlesques & lascivious 
laffs from the Hubba Hubba Revue crew. Mondays, 
9 p.m., $5, hubbarevue.com. Uptown Nightclub, 
1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, www. 
uptownnightclub.com. 


CABARET AND DRAG 


Aries Trasvesti Show: Tuesdays, 11:30 p.m., $5, face- 
book.com/ariestrasvesti.show. Balancoire, 2565 
Mission, S.F., 920-0577, www.balancoiresf.com. 

Cocktailgate: Hosted by Suppositori Spelling. Sundays, 
9 p.m. Truck, 1900 Folsom, S.F., 252-0306, www. 
trucksf.com. 

Christy Cruse: Sundays, 9 p.m., free. Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge, 133 Turk, S.F., 441-2922, www.auntchar- 
lieslounge.com. 

Drag Comedy Night: Hella Gay Comedy presents a 
night of comedians in drag, including performances 
by Victor Ocho, Chile Con Consuela, Lady Camilla 
Borles, Daniella Starburst, Bubblegum Bonnie, Curry 
Peckerwood, and Georgia O'Quief. Sun., May 25, 7 
p.m., $10, facebook.com/HellaGayComedyShow. 
Pa'ina, 1865 Post, S.F., 829-2642. 

The GlamaZone: With Pollo Del Mar and guests. 
Sundays, 8:30 p.m., $3. The Cafe, 2369 Market, 
S.F., 621-4434, www.cafesf.com. 

Mahogany Mondays: With Honey Mahogany and 
guests. Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Midnight Sun, 4067 
18th St., S.F., 861-4186, www.midnightsunsf.com. 

Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag 
ensemble’s two-decade musical career. Through 


Courtesy of Serge Sorokko Gallery 


Make a list of prominent artists who ve elevated basic flower forms into unfor- 
gettable art, and you'd include Claude Monet, Georgia O’Keeffe, and Donald 
Sultan. Monet and O'Keeffe are no longer with us. Sultan is. And he’s bringing 
his unique vision to San Francisco's Serge Sorokko Gallery in an exhibit, “Don- 
ald Sultan: A Decade of Paintings and Drawings,’ that promises to deliver 
the kind of oomph that Sultan is known for. Six Aqua Poppies from 2004, for in- 
stance, is a 12-foot-wide assemblage of enamel, tar, spackle, tile, masonite, and 
fiber particles that elevate the flower into repeating rows of grandeur and 
beautiful, almost abstract simplicity. Ditto Sultan’s Red Poppies Dec 3 from 
2013, which frames the contours of four red flowers. Sultan depicts much 
more than blossoms — he uses the canvas to interpret everything from dice to 
dominoes to buttons. “Donald Sultan: A Decade of Paintings and Drawings” is 
Sultan’s first San Francisco exhibit in 20 years, and its opening is a chance to 
see what the North Carolina-born artist, who's now in his early 60s, has been 


doing from his base in New York. 


“Donald Sultan: A Decade of Paintings and Drawings” opens at 6 p.m. 
and runs through July 1 at Serge Sorokko Gallery, 55 Geary St., S.F. Free; 
call 421-7770 or visit sorokko.com. Jonathan Curiel 
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CARNAVAL 101 


Although the Carnaval festival itself doesn’t kick off until the weekend, 
those interested in starting the party early can unite with like-minded rev- 
elers at the de Young’s free celebration tonight. The evening, part of the 
museum’s weekly Friday Nights series, will serve as an introduction to all 
things Carnaval, with art-making stations, live music, dance, anda film 
screening. SambaDa4, a Brazilian band, will perform its unique blend of 
salsa, cumbia, and reggae, while the museum screens Black Orpheus, an 
Academy Award-winning film that reimagines the Greek myth of Orpheus 
in the busy streets of Rio de Janeiro, in its auditorium. For art-lovers, the 
evening is also an opportunity to see the de Young’s lineup of exhibitions, 
which includes a look at the construction of the Bay Bridge, local collec- 
tions of world-renowned abstract art, and a multimedia exhibit of poetry 


and lithographs. 


Friday Nights at the de Young: San Francisco Carnaval! starts at 6 
p.m. at the de Young, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F. Free; call 750- 
3600 or visit deyoung.famsf.org. Kate Conger 


July 12. Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & 
Lesbian Center, 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Meow Mix: A weekly cabaret show hosted by Ferosha 
Titties, with rotating co-hosts and DJs. Tuesdays, 11 
p.m., $3-$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623, 
www.studsf.com. 

The Monster Show: Thematic weekly drag perfor- 
mances with Cookie Dough, DJ MC2, and guests. 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, cookievision.com. The Edge, 
4149 18th St., S.F., 863-4027, www.edgesf.com. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: 
You can’t keep a good Cockette down, so the 
Thrillpeddlers are bringing back this raucous drag 
mock-opera — previously described by SF Weekly's 
Chris Jensen as “The Mikado by way of Ziggy Star- 
dust, with alittle John Waters thrown in to keep the 
audience from getting too comfortable” — for the 
fifth anniversary of its original 2009 revival. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through June 28, 
$30-$35, thrillpeddlers.com. The Hypnodrome, 575 
10th St., S.F., 377-4202, www.thrillpeddiers.com. 

Piano Bar 101: Open mic cabaret with Joe Collins 
Wicht, Trauma Flintstone’s piano-playing alter ego. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia, S.F., 
241-0205, martunis.ypguides.net. 

Some Thing: Art drag night with craft table. Fridays, 
$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623, www. 
studsf.com. 

Sunday's a Drag: Brunch & drag revue with Donna 
Sachet. Sundays, 11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m., $44.95. Harry 
Denton’s Starlight Room, 450 Powell, S.F., 395-8595, 
www.harrydenton.com. 

Trannyshack: Madonna Tribute: With Bianca Del Rio, 
Roxy-Cotten Candy, House of Glitter, Exhibit Q, The 
Rice Rockettes, Sue Casa, Raya Light, Sugah Betes, 
Skid Marks, Cookie Dough, Chaka Corn, and more. 
Sun., May 25, 9 p.m., $20-$25, trannyshack.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 llth St., S.F., 626-1409, www. 
dnalounge.com. 


COMEDY 


24 Hour Cynic Cave: We don't use the phrase “comedy 
clusterfuck" lightly, but this stand-up marathon 
— which starts at 7 p.m. Friday and doesn’t end 
until the same time Saturday — puts even Dave 
Chappelle's all-night sessions to shame (and in 
a small basement space to boot). Some of the 
scheduled performers include Kelly Anneken, Josef 
Anolin, Kaseem Bentley, Eloisa Bravo, Ryan Cronin, 
Joey Devine, Jenn Dronsky, Andrew Holmgren, 
Casey Ley, Matt Louv, Kristee Ono, Jules Posner, 
Brandon Stokes, Cameron Vannini, Ronn Vigh, Emily 
Epstein White, and many more. If you go, wear comfy 
underwear. Fri., May 23, 7 p.m., $10, cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Bad Movie Night: Sahara: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Rose 
Lacy, and Tristan Buckner revisit a time before 
Dallas Buyers Club and Mud... before True Detective 
and Killer Joe ... and before even Magic Mike... to 
recall when Matthew McConaughey embarrassed 
himself in sub-Indiana Jones roles like this. Sun., 
May 25, 8 p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 
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Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, brown- 
papertickets.com/event/559273. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, www.phoe- 
nixtheatresf.org. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Cease and Desist: A Rent Party: Some empty-headed 
animal food trough wipers didn't approve of the Dark 
Room's plan to recreate a certain Monty Python 
movie onstage, so they're throwing a replacement 
benefit party featuring the Pure Moxie Players, Hot 
Giggles, Jim Fourniadis, and others entertainers in- 
stead. Fri., May 23, 8 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Comedy at the Supperclub: There's guaranteed 
to be at least one “... in bed” joke made at this 
literally laid-back variety show featuring Ronn Vigh, 
Imaginary Radio, Colin Mahan, and more. Tue., May 
27, 7 p.m., $10-$20. Supperclub San Francisco, 657 
Harrison, S.F., 348-0900, www.supperclub.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to laugh 
in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

Comikaze Lounge: Monthly comedy show hosted by 
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Literature 


WALK THE WALK 


Stefani Silverman and Kate Willett. Third Wednesday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free, comikazelounge. 
com. The Royale, 800 Post, S.F., 441-4099, www. 
theroyalesf.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 7 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's 
Coffeehouse, 5549 Geary St., S.F., 933-6632. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $15, 
un-scripted.com. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., www.un-scripted.com. 

Drag Comedy Night: Hella Gay Comedy presents a 
night of comedians in drag, including performances 
by Victor Ocho, Chile Con Consuela, Lady Camilla 
Borles, Daniella Starburst, Bubblegum Bonnie, Curry 
Peckerwood, and Georgia O’Quief. Sun., May 25, 7 
p.m., $10, facebook.com/HellaGayComedyShow. 
Pa’ina, 1865 Post, S.F., 829-2642. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www. 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative 
fist at 21st century San Francisco culture in this 
fictional comic monologue directed by David Ford. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through July 
13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Get Yucked Up: With hosts Andrew Holmgren and 
David Gborie. Thursdays, 9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
GetYuckedUp. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

The Good, the Bad, and the Improvised: BATS Im- 
prov creates a new Western every week based on 
audience suggestions. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through May 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Greg Edwards: Tue., May 27, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

HHashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 
p.m., free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 1ith St., 
S.F., www.somastreatfoodpark.com. 

High Dudgeon: Johan Miranda, Kevin O'Shea, and Scott 
Vermeire join host Andre Parker to riff on the made- 
for-TV schlockfest Cyber Seduction. Wed., May 21,8 
p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Jury Duty: It’s your civic responsibility to enjoy Fun 
Times with Friends. Fourth Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, 
www.milksf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m.., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www.clubomgsf. 
com. 


Alexandra Naughton started publishing Be About It as a zine back in Sep- 
tember 2010. Published roughly twice a year, Be About It has a very simple 
and appealing aesthetic; the writing is both experimental and accessible. 
The zine became a reading series when Naughton’s friend came to town 
from Ohio and she decided to throw him a reading. “I really love throwing 
parties,” she said, “and what is a poetry reading really if it’s not a big party 
with words?” The reading was well-attended, and a community has started 
to emerge. Recently, Be About It began publishing e-chapbooks, too, and as 
Naughton braces for an East Coast tour (Punk Hostage Press put out her 
first book, I Will Always Be Your Whore: Love Songs for Billy Corgan, this past 
December), Be About It celebrates the release of Issue #8, themed Rich. A di- 
verse cast of all-stars will read: Paul Corman-Roberts, Aleksandra Bril, Mark 
Cronin, Sarah Griff, Joel Landmine, and Sarah Wisby. 

Be About It: Rich starts at 5 p.m. at 2465 26th Ave., Oakland. Free; 
visit facebook.com/events/267325010115737. Evan Karp 
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SAT 5/24 


Dance 


DUNCAN DEVOTEES 


Isadora Duncan was one of the great San Franciscans: Born in 1877, she 
was a girl who fell from riches to rags who became celebrated in the Western 
world for her art. Left in dire straits after her father’s bank failed and her 
parents divorced, Duncan taught dance of her own invention and gave her 
first concert at the age of 13 in Oakland. Inspired by the undulating motion 
of the waves and her interest in ancient Greece, Duncan made a vocabulary 
of movement that incorporated the fluid lilt of wind and water with the wild 
impulses of Greek mythology, danced in scandalously uncorseted, flowing 
tunics. In honor of Duncan’s 137th birthday, Mary Sano and her Studio of 
Duncan Dancing restage original Duncan repertoire and present new chore- 
ography, accompanied live on piano and wooden flute. The event will also 
premiere music by Benjamin Akeala Belew and Tony Chapman. 

Mary Sano Studio of Duncan Dancing presents 17th annual Dio- 
nysian Festival at 8 p.m. and continues through May 25 at Mary Sano 
Studio of Duncan Dancing, 245 Fifth St., Studio 314, S.F. Tickets are 
$18-$25; visit duncandance.org. Irene Hsiao 


Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Fridays, 
8 p.m. Continues through May 31, $20-$100, mar- 
gagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Milkin’ It: With Jules Posner. Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, www. 
milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy 
show with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 
p.m., free. The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-282-1413. 

The Muffin Men Present...: Feel Woods and Papp 
Johnson host stand-up by Keith D’souza, Jesse 
Hett, Charles Kelly, Andrew Roberts, and Emily 
White. Wed., May 21, 10 p.m., free, muffinmen. 
eventbrite.com. Sip Bar & Lounge, 787 Broadway, 
S.F., 699-6545, www.siploungesf.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., S.F., 
www.mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Robert Hawkins: May 21-24, $16-$22. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi and 
guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free, dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, 
S.F., 831-5620, www.bazaarcafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 
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Tickled Pink: Monthly comedy showcase hosted by 
Stefani Silverman. Last Monday of every month, 8 
p.m., free/donation, tpinkcomedy.com. The Royale, 
800 Post, S.F., 441-4099, www.theroyalesf.com. 

The Vice Principals of Comedy: Class clowns Jordan 
Cerminara, Jesus Fuentes, and Dave Thomason 
join resident VPs Hayden Greif-Neill, Erik Krasner, 
Allison Mick, and Jon Urlie to provide a free lesson 
in laughter. Sat., May 24, 7 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/VicePrincipalsOfComedy. 50 Mason Social 
House, 50 Mason, S.F., 433-5050, www.50mason- 
socialhouse.com. 


Wednesday Hump Nite: Open mic comedy show hosted 
by Rick Fletcher with guest comics from Mutiny 
Radio. Sign up starts at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
6-8 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, 
www.sf-eagle.com. 

Yannis Pappas: May 22-25, $18.50-$23.50. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 

Alonzo King LINES Ballet: LINES launches its spring 
home season with an opening night gala featuring 
an Alonzo King world premiere, plus retrospective 
performances of The Radius of Convergence and 
excerpts from Klang and Koto. Wed., May 21, 8 p.m.; 
Thu., May 22, 7:30 p.m.; Fri., May 23, 8 p.m.; Sat., 
May 24, 2&8 p.m.; Sun., May 25, 5 p.m., $30-$150, 
linesballet.org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

Alonzo King LINES Ballet Training Program: Spring 
showcase of new works by Iratxe Ansa, Sandrine 
Cassini, Kara Davis, Greg Dawson, Katie Faulkner, 
and Maurya Kerr. Wed., May 21, 5:30 p.m.; Thu., 
May 22, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., May 24, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., 
May 25, 5 p.m., $30-$65, training.linesballet.org/ 
events. ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., S.F., 863-6606, 
www.odctheater.org. 

Bare Bones: A survey of new works by East Bay 
choreographers, including performances by Bianca 
Cabrera’s Blind Tiger Society, Angela Demmel & 
Dancers, Tyler Eash, Nina Haft & Co., Abigail Hosein 
Dance Company, Rogelio Lopez, Kerry Mehling, 
NAKA Dance, and event beneficiaries Paufve 
Dance. Sat., May 24, 7:30 p.m., $20, paufvedance. 
org. Western Sky Studio, 2525 Eighth St., Berkeley, 
510-848-4878. 

Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for lovers 
of Balkan music, bellydancers, and burlesque. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $10-$15, 
facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky- 





TUE5/27 


Comedy 


CITATION NEEDED 


Although we love literature, there are some classic tomes that we've never got- 
ten around to reading. We'll be honest — even the thought of reading the 
CliffsNotes version of Beowulf puts us to sleep. Fortunately for us, there's a less 
boring way to find out what happens in all those books we should have read: We 
can watch Greg Edwards, aka Sparky Sweets, PhD, explain the plot in his You- 
Tube web series Thug Notes. (Apparently Beowulfis about Danish people get- 
ting “white boy wasted” and killing monsters. There aren’t even any wolves in it. 
Who knew?) Ina one-night-only performance, Edwards is likely to discuss more 
than his literary knowledge — he came up in the S.F. comedy scene in the early 
2000s and has since worked with the likes of Dave Chappelle and Paul Mooney, 
so he has the range to cover all manner of subjects. Edwards resides in Los Ange- 
les, so take advantage of the opportunity to see him right here in the city. 

Greg Edwards performs at 8 p.m. at the Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 
Battery St., S.E Tickets are $16; call 397-7573 or visit punchlinecomedy- 


club.com. Kate Conger 
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Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 
S.F., 970-0012, www.amnesiathebar.com. 
BrickaBrack: Never Fall So Heavily Again: Love and 
heartbreak inspired choreographer Katerina Wong 
to create this new performance piece combining 
dance and theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through May 25, $25-$45. 
Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 273-4633, 
www.dancemission.com. 


FESTIVALS 


13th Annual DIVAfest: The women’s theater and 
performing arts festival returns with a new series 
of plays, burlesque shows, poetry readings, and 
more. Through May 24, divafest.info. Exit Theatre, 
156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

31st Annual San Francisco International Beer 
Festival: Originally started way back when micro- 
brews were little more than an alluring fantasy in 
a zymurgist’s mind, this yearly beer fest has now 
grown to include more than 100 craft brewers, 
cider fermenters, and food mavens. Sat., May 24, 
7-10 p.m., $75, sfbeerfest.com. Fort Mason, Festival 
Pavilion, Marina, S.F., 292-3531, www.fortmason.org. 

Carnaval S.F. 2014: La Rumba de la Copa Mundial: 
The 36th annual San Francisco Carnaval coincides 
with the 2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil, so expect 
even more yellow soccer jerseys than usual at this 
year’s festival of food, music, dancing, and art, with 
the Grand Parade taking over the Mission streets on 
Sunday starting at 9:30 a.m. May 24-25, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., free, carnavalsanfrancisco.org. Harrison 
Street, (between 16th and 24th Sts.), S.F., N/A. 

HeroFest 2014: Put away those reading glasses, 
Professor! You won't need ‘em at this eighth annual 
festival of short action, sci-fi, superhero, and kung 
fu mini-movies by regional filmmakers. Here the 
budgets are low, the body counts are high, and 
entertainment value is all that counts. Sun., May 
25, 7 p.m., $10, torridproductions.com/herofest. 
Berkeley Community Media, 2239 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way, Berkeley, 510-848-2288, www.betv.org. 

| Wake Up Dreaming 2014: Dark Treasures from the 
Warner Archive: The Roxie turns back the clock for 
10 days of rare film noir and vintage crime movies 
from 1932-1965. Through May 25, 6:30 p.m., $12. 
Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F., 863-1087, www. 
roxie.com. 

San Francisco Popfest 2014: The annual indie-pop 
festival serves up sweet-toothed helpings of 
sugar, spice, and everything nice at the Knockout, 
Rickshaw Stop, Explorist Int'l, and Hemlock Tavern 
during five shows over the course of four days. 
May 22-25, sfpopfest.com. Multiple San Francisco 
Locations, Multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


31st Annual San Francisco International Beer 
Festival: Originally started way back when micro- 
brews were little more than an alluring fantasy in 
a zymurgist's mind, this yearly beer fest has now 
grown to include more than 100 craft brewers, 
cider fermenters, and food mavens. Sat., May 24, 
7-10 p.m., $75, sfbeerfest.com. Fort Mason, Festival 
Pavilion, Marina, S.F., 292-3531, www.fortmason.org. 

A Celebration of Households: Poetry and jazz session 
featuring readings by Micah Ballard, Bill Berkson, 
Neeli Cherkovski, David Meltzer, Alexandra Naugh- 
ton, Razor, Julie Rogers, Sunnylyn Thibodeaux, 
Cara Vida, ruth weiss, A. D. Winans, and more, plus 
music by Loren and Lucas Pickford. Sun., May 25, 
3 p.m., free. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, S.F., 
500-2323, www.emtab.org. 

Afro-Cuban Jazz Cartel: Brian Andres’ Latin jazz band 
performs with live accompaniment by poet Sandra 
Garcia Rivera. Sat., May 24, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. Red 
Poppy Art House, 2698 Folsom, S.F., 826-2402, www. 
redpoppyarthouse.org. 

Aimee Suzara: The Filipino-American writer reads 
from her first full-length poetry book, Souvenir, 
with guest Barbara Jane Reyes. Thu., May 22, 7 
p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., 
S.F., 282-9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Arthur Hoyle: The biographer talks about his new 
book, The Unknown Henry Miller: A Seeker in Big 
Sur. Thu., May 22, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, www.booksinc.net. 

Chris Felver: Book release celebration for the artist's 
musical new collection of pictures, American 
Jukebox: A Photographic Journey. Thu., May 22, 
7p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 
362-8193, www.citylights.com. 
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BLEAK OUTLOOK 


The early 21st century view of a 
dystopian future looks much like 
the present — not the cool me- 
tallic, aerodynamic space pods 
envisioned by our 20th century 
counterparts, but a suffocating 
morass of plastics. Millions of 
years of decay, and it all comes 
down to a Walgreens bag anda 
half-crushed bottle of Fanta. Just 
such a world serves as the setting 
for Robert Lowman’s SORRY 
LOT FULL, in which two survi- 
vors of an unspecified but inevi- 
table apocalypse resist the 
present and attempt to cling toa 
rapidly deteriorating past. Low- 
man shares the evening with 
Kevin Jenkins, who presents the 
new ballet Short Stories to origi- 
nal music by Robert Gillies, as 
well as Chaplin, a short film star- 
ring dancers from the Smuin Bal- 
let. An evening of new 
choreography is always a bargain 
at the Garage, where many of the 
city’s new dances are incubated. 

The Resident Artist Work- 
shop presents new work by 
Robert Lowman and Kevin 
Jenkins at 8 p.m. and continues 
through May 29 at the Garage, 
715 Bryant St., S.F. Tickets are 
$10-$20; visit 715bryant.org. 
Irene Hsiao 


Circulo de Lectores de Literatura en Espajfiol: 
Spanish-language book club. Fourth Tuesday of 
every month, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 
2919 24th St., S.F., 282-9246, www.moderntimes- 
bookstore.com. 

Fourteen Hills 20.2 Release Party: SFSU's graduate 
literary review unveils its second issue of the year 
with readings by contributors — including Dan 
Alter, Phillip Barron, Matthew Clark Davison, Paul 
Hoover, Andrew Joron, Maricela Ramirez, Daniel 
Riddle Rodriguez, and Suzanne Roszak — plus a 
raffle and refreshments. Wed., May 21, 6:30 p.m., 
free, 14hills.net. Firehouse 8, 1648 Pacific Ave., S.F., 
www.firehouse-8.com. 

John F. Goodman: Get the lowdown on a legendary 
jazz bassist when the author talks about his book 
Mingus Speaks: Interviews with Charles Mingus, 
1972-1974. Wed., May 21, 7 p.m., free, mingusspeaks. 
com. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, S.F., 586-3733, 
www.birdbeckett.com. 

Joshua Ferris: The National Book Award finalist (Then 
We Came to the End) shares his absurdist new work, 
To Rise Again at a Decent Hour. Sat., May 24, 4 p.m., 
free. Books Inc./Opera Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 
776-1111, www.booksinc.net. 

Kaye McDonough: The veteran poet and educator 
reads from her latest collection, Pagan. Thu., May 
22, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Lyrics & Dirges: MK Chavez welcomes writers Gabriel 
Cortez, Philip Huang, Keenan Norris, Marisela 
Trevino Orta, and Simon Rogghe. Wed., May 21, 
7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus Books Downtown, 2349 
Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, www.pegasus- 
bookstore.com. 

The Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books by 
gay authors or featuring gay themes. Last Tuesday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Magnet, 4122 18th 
St., S.F., 581-1600, www.magnetsf.org. 

Ocean Capewell: Release party for the queer author's 
first book, The Most Beautiful Rot. Wed., May 21, 
7 p.m., free, mostbeautifulrot.com. Modern Times 
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Art Opening 


BAY TRIBUTE 


San Francisco might not be the type of city where you can lounge by the 
pool during the warm months, but it also isn’t the type of city to ignore its 
gorgeous views of the water. We've all walked the Golden Gate Bridge, 

we ve all sat at Pier 39 and looked out at Alcatraz. But this summer, South- 
ern Exposure is interested in the lesser-known and grittier waterways. The 
Potrero-based gallery has put together a selection of local and interna- 
tional artists for their group project, Off Shore, a series of events that cel- 
ebrate the waters of the Bay Area. The five artists each have a chance to 
show how they think water can be used as a medium equal to land. During 
the next six weeks, you can expect to see some unexpected events and in- 
stallations throughout town, such as a peep show at the Bay View Boat 
Club, a celebration for the strange neighborhood that is Mission Creek, and 
a series of walks through the city’s watersheds. Some events require you to 
register online, and space can be as limited as land in San Francisco. You've 


been warned. 


Southern Exposure presents Off Shore at 7 p.m. and continues 
through July 3 at various locations, S.F. Free; call 863-2141 or visit soex. 


org. Laura Jaye Cramer 


Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F., 282-9246, www. 
moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free. Paxton Gate's 
Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., 252-9990, 
www.paxtongate.com. 

Poetic Tuesday: Litquake hosts lunchtime poetry 
readings by Roy Mash, Elizabeth Percer, Kevin 
Simmonds, and Aimee Suzara, plus music by Diana 
Gameros. Tue., May 27, 12:30 p.m., free. Yerba Buena 
Gardens, Fourth St. & Mission, S.F., 284-9589, www. 
yerbabuenagardens.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porchlight 
host this open mic at which the best 5-minute story 


about the monthly theme wins $50. Last Monday 
of every month, 7 p.m., $5, porchlightsf.com. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, www. 
hemlocktavern.com. 

Sam Kean: The science writer gets inside your head 
in his latest book, The Tale of the Dueling Neurosur- 
geons: The History of the Human Brain as Revealed 
by True Stories of Trauma, Madness, and Recovery. 
Fri., May 23, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./Opera Plaza, 
601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, www.booksinc.net. 

Printers’ Devils’ & Typographical Worries: Book art 
exhibit celebrating forty years of work by Jungle 
Garden Press. Through June 1. The San Francisco 
Center for the Book (SFCB), 375 Rhode Island, S.F., 


565-0545, www.sfcb.org. 

San Francisco’s Queer Open Mic: Monthly LGBT 
readings (and more) since 2004. Fourth Friday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., donation, queeropenmic. 
com. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F., 
282-9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

The Sarajevo Haggadah: People of the Book: The 
famous Jewish manuscript is brought to life via 
a multimedia performance featuring music and 
animation by Merima KljuDo, Seth Knopp, Bart 
Woodstrup, and Derek Goldman. Thu., May 22, 
6:30 p.m., $20 (includes museum admission). 
Contemporary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, S.F., 
655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 

SFSU Creative Writing Graduation Reading: Featuring 
work by graduating B.A. students. Fri., May 23, 4-6 
p.m., free. SFSU Poetry Center, 1600 Holloway, S.F., 
338-2227, www.sfsu.edu/~poetry. 

Stacey D’Erasmo: Release party for Wonderland 
featuring the novelist in conversation with Sylvie 
Simmons. Wed., May 21, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple 
Books, 506 Clement, S.F., 387-2272, www.greenap- 
plebooks.com. 

Steven Galloway: The Cellist of Sarajevo author pulls 
a bit of literary legerdemain with his latest novel, 
The Confabulist, in which the protagonist finds his 
life tied to that of Harry Houdini. Wed., May 21, 6 
p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
S.F., 835-1020, www. bookpassage.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_ FM. 

Under the Influence: Lindsey Englehardt, Derek 
Fenner, Erin Ginder-Shaw, Sarah Heady, and Alana 
Siegel channel the spirits of the poets and writers 
who went before them. Fri., May 23, 7:30 p.m., $5 
suggested donation, emtab.org/under-the-influ- 
ence/upcoming. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, 
S.F., 500-2323, www.emtab.org. 

Writing Without Walls: Intervention: Featuring 
Miquila Alejandre, Chris Carosi, Tim Kahl, SB Stokes, 
Gaia Patience Veenis, and Sandra Wassilie. Thu., 
May 22, 7:30 p.m., writingwithoutwalls.com. Cafe 
Du Soleil, 200 Fillmore, S.F., 934-8637. 


TALKS 


David Barsamian: The investigative journalist and 
radio host discusses the environment vis-a-vis capi- 
talism. Thu., May 22, 6 p.m., free. San Francisco Main 
Library, 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Nerd Nite: A monthly presentation event celebrating 
the joys of intellectual discovery (and booze). 
Third Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $8, 
sf.nerdnite.com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861- 
2011, www.rickshawstop.com. 

The Neuroscience of Music & Creativity: Featuring 
UCSF/San Francisco Conservatory of Music faculty 
member Indre Viskontas in conversation with 
Stanford psychologist Kelly McGonigal. Wed., May 
21, 7:30 p.m., $27, cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Odd Salon: Chaos: Anarchy! Riots! Mathematical 
theory! Chaos reigns (with all due respect to Lars 
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RECKLESS RELEASE 


von Trier) at this night of presentations by Tre 
Balchowsky, K.C. Crowell, Jade Hoffman, Rachel 
James, Marcelo Pontin, and Miles Traer. Tue., May 
27, 7 p.m., $15, oddsalon.com. DNA Lounge, 375 tith 
St., S.F., 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 
and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 
10 a.m., $13-$20, 664-9500, wcl.org. Ferry Building, 
1 Ferry Building, S.F., www.ferrybuildingmarket- 
place.com. 

The WPA Murals at the San Francisco Maritime 
Museum: Though the restored Coit Tower murals 
may currently be hot news, the Maritime Museum's 
exhibit curator Richard Everett makes a case for 
the aquatic glories of the artwork at the Streamline 
Moderne bathhouse on the city’s northern shore. 
Tue., May 27, 7:30 p.m., $5. St. Philip's Church, 725 
Diamond, S.F., 282-0141, www.saintphilipparish.org. 


Cassandra Dallett is a longtime East Bay literary presence who manages to tell 
it how it is. She knows how to have a good time, and Manic D Press knows how 
to publish quality books by subversive, underrepresented voices, so this release 
party for Dallett’s debut collection Wet Reckless ought to be a match made in 
Berkeley. A trio of poet friends will join Dallett in reading: Joel Landmine, 
whose titles are sometimes longer than his poems, and Alexandra Naughton, 
who runs the Be About It zine/press/reading series — both of whom have new 
debut books out from Punk Hostage Press — and M.K. Chavez (Next Exit #9 
with John Sweet and Virgin Eyes) who has the uncanny ability to knock the air 
out of a room. Dallett said, at a reading late last year, that she wouldn't be the 
poet she is without Chavez as an inspiration. 

Wet Reckless release party starts at 7:30 p.m. at Pegasus Books Down- 
town, 2349 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley. Free; call 934-8637 or visit writing- 


withoutwalls.com. Evan Karp 








to make an appointment. 
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se Dignity Health. 


Saint Francis 
Memorial Hospital 








st. Mary’s 
Medical Center 





ur Surgeons dont merely — 4 
care about your joints. 
They care about you. 


Joint pain doesn’t have to be something you live with. 

Our orthopedic surgeons are experts in treatment options, 
including joint replacement surgery, with less downtime than 
ever before. Because helping you get back on your feet as 
quickly as possible is the kind thing to do. Call 866-466-1401 
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“TTS GOING TO EAT ITSELF.” 


Desperate Times 


By Lily Janiak 


At the close of Chasing Meh- 
serle, anew play by Chinaka Hodge at 
Intersection for the Arts, the all-black 
ensemble clusters and speaks in uni- 
son: “My name is Oscar Grant. Please 
don’t shoot.” 

It could have been any of them, 
the line suggests: lying face down, 
unarmed, shot in the back, and killed 
by BART police officer Johannes Me- 
hserle at the Fruitvale BART station 
on New Year’s Day of 2009. Because 
of that, because horrors like these 
reduce us all to our skin color, to 
menace or be menaced, to approach 
the world as a black man is to entreat 
it to let you live one more day. 

That’s why Watts (Michael Wayne 
Turner III), the main character 
in Hodge’s powerful play, doesn't 
approach the world at all. Since he 
saw the Rodney King riots on TV 
as a child, the West Oakland native 
has quarantined himself at home, 
leaving neither for school nor work 
even though he’s “damn near 30.” 
He’s enabled by his mother, Willie 
(an excellent Halili Knox), who’s part 
indulgent, part scarred by the loss of 
everyone else in their family, and part 
understanding of his rationale: “If 
that’s what life is like, I’m never going 
out there again.” 

The day he finally steps outside is 
the morning after Oscar Grant was 
shot, but this doesn’t feel like a coin- 
cidence so much as mythic destiny, 
thanks to poetic writing that paints 
a rich portrait of a city in crisis. Oak- 
land, Watts says, “is lying about itself. 
It’s going to eat itself.” 

Sean San Jose and Mark Bamuthi 
Joseph’s fluid direction makes strik- 
ing use of the five-person ensemble, 
which calls Watts on his bullshit 
and which creates the scenes on 
an almost-bare stage. When Watts 
“stands on the top step like it’s the 
edge of a cliff,” the ensemble, through 
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breath-sucking and stiffening, makes 
that step a perilous drop. 

Despite its urgent message and the 
talent delivering it, the play falters 
when Watts seizes his destiny: to find 
Mehserle and kill him. Scenes later, 
Watts’s unshakable hanger-on Lyle 
(Dan Wolf) even tells him: “You’re not 
really looking.” 

The search is less blood hunt than 
excuse to stay sequestered, collect 
maps, and make tangentially-related 
lists. Turner’s performance, too, can 
be weirdly off-beat. He’s like a crazy 
person without much charisma, so 
when other people listen to him, it’s 
hard to understand why they waste 
their time. 


A few blocks north, San Francisco 
Playhouse shows that comedy can be 


The savagery of the modern 
writing seminar. 
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every bit as raw and probing as soulful 
dramas like Hodge’s. New York-based 
playwright Theresa Rebeck has had 
plenty of work done in the Bay Area 
over the last five years, but Seminar, un- 
der the direction of Amy Glazer, is her 
funniest and most savage piece since 
Mauritius came to the Magic in 2009. 

The play opens with four writing 
students (Lauren English, Natalie 
Mitchell, Patrick Russell, and James 
Wagner), all of whom have claims of 
various tenuousness on the profession- 
al world, a world the play cannily ex- 
poses as mere illusion and delusion for 
writers of every status. The quartet is 
awaiting the arrival of their professor 
on the first day of a writing seminar for 
which they've paid $5,000, and each 
copes with his or her soul-sucking des- 
peration to get published in a different 
way: spouting polysyllabic bushwa like 
“{nteriority” in between each shame- 
lessly dropped name, muttering snide 
remarks, primly reveling in good girl 
status, and swiftly bedding anything 
that moves. In walks Leonard (Charles 
Shaw Robinson, in a long-awaited re- 
turn to Bay Area stages) a blitzed-out, 
superhumanly cavalier would-be man 
of the world who champions weird 
but expensive experiences as the only 
route to authenticity and good writing, 
even as he skewers his students for 
their own wealth. 

Rebeck marks each scene with a 
student offering a writing sample 
to Leonard for comment as if he or 
she is slowly tearing out an organ for 
sacrifice. His remarks are delicious: 


-_ .-- 


A moment in recent history 
revisited. 


“There is a level of competence here 
that’s almost chilling;” “It'll be humil- 
iating to be ignored to the degree you 
will be ignored.” 

If the plot’s mechanics at times feel 
a little predictable — Why does the 
underdog outsider male have to be the 
best writer of all? Why can’t one of 
the female characters have attributes 
other than ambition and nymphoma- 
nia? — Rebeck also avoids some pit- 
falls like a trite love story that seems 
bound to happen. The uniformly 
superb ensemble milks the cascade of 
zingers for all they’re worth; English, 
in particular, has a riotous bit in 
which she binge eats like “a feral cat.” 

These punch lines never get old 
because Rebeck expertly keeps the 
power balance shifting. The unlikely 
equilibrium the play reaches at the 
end is all the more satisfying because 
it feels destined to topple again with 
the next, unwritten one-liner. 


Chasing Mehserle 

Through May 24 at Intersection for 
the Arts, 925 Mission St., S.F. With 
additional shows May 29-31 atZ 
Space, 450 Florida St., S.F. $25; visit 
theintersection.org. 


Seminar 


Through June 14 at San Francisco 
Playhouse, 450 Post St., S.F. 
$30-$100; call677-9596 or visit 
sfplayhouse.org. 
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THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


Young Lady 
Love 


By Siouxsie Q 


Who doesn’t love a work- 
place romance? Surreptitious encoun- 
ters by the water cooler, overly 
affectionate emoticons over email, 
knowing glances during cunnilingus 
— it all plays out like a high-stakes ro- 
mantic comedy. I’m a busy young 
woman, and it’s hard to find the time 
to meet potential scissoring partners. 
But the one place I do get to regularly 
meet girls is work. 

Relationships with co-workers 
can be awkward, and it’s even more 
confusing when having sex with 
a co-worker is actually part of the 
job. I have a crush. 
And even though 
I’ve had sex with 
this girl several 
times, I’m still not 
sure if she likes me 
back. In my line of 
work, nudity and 
sex often come 
far before the first 
date. Don’t get me 
wrong, getting paid 
to have sex with 
girls I have crushes 
on is awesome, but 
it doesn’t necessar- 
ily get me out of 
the all-too-familiar 
“friend zone.” 

This struggle is 
not new to me. In 
the ninth grade, | 
was cast as a boy 
in the chorus of West Side Story. My 
girlfriend in the show was played by 
an impossibly adorable preacher’s 
daughter with the voice of an angel. 
We held hands during the “Dance at 
the Gym” number and I loved the 
way it felt to put my arm around her 
waist and lead as we danced around 
the stage. I got to play at flirting 
with a girl and even having a girl- 
friend. As it turns out, I liked it. 

A highly committed high school 
drama student, I had already 
chopped all my hair off for the role 
anyway, so I figured I might as well 
try dating girls offstage as well. I 
went on to fall in love with girls 
throughout high school. With boys 
it was simple: I had a crush, I asked 
him out, and he either said yes or 
no. But I found my relationships 
with women to be endlessly more 
complex. I’d get a crush, we'd be- 
come best friends and spend all our 
time together. We'd platonically 
cuddle during sleepovers and I'd try 
not to blatantly stare at her when 
we changed in the locker room. I'd 
suggest lesbian romantic comedies 
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for movie nights and hope she'd 
realize her true feelings for me. I'd 
pray that someday we'd get caught 
in a game of truth-or-dare and she'd 
be forced to kiss me and realize we 
were meant to be together forever. 
I’ve heard straight men complain 
about being caught in the “friend 
zone. They have no idea. 

I continued to date both boys 
and girls throughout high school 
and on into my adult life. Boys con- 
tinue to be simple. As a sex worker, I 
seduce men for a living, so I get a lot 
of practice. But even after almost 15 
years of dating women, inside I still 
feel like an awkward 14-year-old 
with a bad haircut when I try to flirt 
with a cute girl. 

Even here in the Bay Area, the 
mecca of gay pride, where I can 
boogie my sequined hot pants off 
almost any night of the week at 
a host of queer 
dance parties, I’ve 
never managed 
to perfect my la- 
dy-getting swagger. 
As a femme who 
loves makeup, high 
heels, and cock, I 
often get read as 
entirely straight, 
which leaves the 
responsibility of 
courting largely 
in my hands. My 
go-to technique 
for bedding ladies 
is still the “let’s be 
best friends and 
hopefully we'll get 
drunk enough to 
fuck some night” 
method. It worked 
in high school, but 
now | think it makes me seem like 
an asshole. 

At work, I can fuck a girl with 
my fist, make her squirt, and call 
her “Mommy,” but that first off-the- 
clock kiss is still full of butterflies 
and high school fear. It’s hard to 
figure out how to proceed once the 
camera stops rolling. Just like in 
West Side Story, we go back to being 
just friends when the curtain falls, 
painting each other’s nails and gig- 
gling about nothing. There’s a part 
of me that wishes I could make an 
“It Gets Better” video for my young 
queer self, saying, “Don’t worry little 
nerdling, someday you will get paid 
to eat pussy.” While that is technical- 
ly true, I continue to be completely 
intimidated by women I’m attracted 
to, and I end up in the “friend zone” 
about as often as I did back in high 
school. It hasn't really gotten better. 
The more useful advice I'd like to 
send my 14-year-old self, as well as 
my current 28-year-old self is: “Just 
kiss her already.” 


iy - 


SiouxsieQ@SFWeekly.com 
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“SAVOR THIS VALENTINE 
TO NEW YORK CITY.” 


-Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“THE FUNNIEST MOVIE THAT I’VE SEEN IN YEARS! 


A perfectly paced, light-hearted romp that 


recalls Woody Allen and Robert Altman’s finest works.” 
- -THE SO Norn eT 


sae 5 
Critic’sPick 
NYTIMES.COM cRITIeSPLCKS 


COHEN MEDIA GROUP presents 
AUDREY TAUTOU CECILE DE FRANCE KELLY REILLY 


HINEsE PuzZ|E 


A NEW COMEDY BY CEDRIC KLAPISCH 
[:encossr 


The director of L-AUBERGE ESPAGNOLE and RUSSIAN DOLLS 
LANDMARK THEATRES 


cohenmedia.net 
EMBARCADERO CENTER CINEMA SHATTUCK CINEMAS 
1 EMBARCADERO CENTER 2230 SHATTUCK AVE 
SAN FRANCISCO 415-352-0835 


“FASCINATING... AN INSPIRING LABOR OF LOVE.” 


Justin Chang, VARIETY 


“A RADICAL NEW 
DOCUMENTARY.” 


MI) alalic=)m>j(elele@ 
PACIFIC STANDARD MAGAZINE 


“DARING AND HUMOROUS. 
| LOVED IT!” 


INA MAY GASKIN 


“AN INTIMATE CHRONICLE... 
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sexuality.” 
Sheri Linden, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 23° © esc > 


THE NEW PARKWAY TH EATER 
474 24TH STREET 510-658-7900 OAKLAND 


ROXIE THEATRE 
3117 16TH ST (415) 863-1087 SAN FRANCISCO 


IN PERSON Q&A wity tHe FILMMAKER rottowwce THE 
FRI. 5/23 7:00pm anp SAT. 5/24 11:15am ano 3:00pm sHows AT THE ROXIE 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Opera 
Plaza Cinema. 
Andreas Johnsen’s documentary Ai 
Weiwei: The Fake Case takes place 
shortly after Beijing conceptual artist 
Ai Weiwei was kidnapped and held in 
secret for 81 days by the Chinese au- 
thorities. He returns home under 
house arrest, during which time 
Johnsen’s film crew has full access and 
Weiwei is allowed to have visitors, but 
it mostly seems to be so the authori- 
ties can more easily harass him: He’s 
under constant surveillance, and they 
not only try to eradicate his name 
from the Chinese internet, they charge 
his company “Fake Ltd.” with $2.5M in 
tax evasion. (Curiously, when the au- 
thorities order the accountant and 
manager of the obviously real Fake 
Ltd. to leave Beijing, nobody can reach 
said accountant and manager in the 
first place.) Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case is 
as much about Weiwei as the shifting 
roles of repression and dissent in 
China — his mother observes that 
during the persecution of intellectuals 
in 1957, the government likely would 
have just assassinated Weiwei — and 
for as understandably weary as he is, 
he keeps his spirits up, creating a 
whole new art installation under their 
noses, and remaining optimistic that 
this regime will eventually fall. Ai Wei- 
wei: The Fake Case demonstrates a sim- 
ple truth that repressive governments 
never quite grasp: Don’t fuck witha 
trickster. Sherilyn Connelly 


Words and Pictures 

Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Say this for Batman vs. Superman: You 
do at least kinda want to see how that'll 
play out. Less so Words and Pictures, 
which hinges on another for-argu- 
ment’s-sake sort of conflict, even if the 
conjunction in its title implies mag- 
nanimous harmony. Now, in writer 
Gerald Di Pego and director Fred 
Schepisi’s defense, it can’t be easy dra- 
matizing the tedium of an essentially 
semantic dispute. Certainly they don't 
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make it look easy. At a very pho- 
ny-seeming Maine prep school, the 
rakish English teacher, played by Clive 
Owen, starts a silly feud with the stern 
new art teacher, played by Juliette 
Binoche, to determine whether words 
or pictures are the superior means of 
creative human expression. Fully con- 
scripted into this battle (but never fully 
characterized), their students mostly 
just add drag. Meanwhile the word 
guy's problem with alcohol is getting 
worse, and so is the picture lady’s ar- 
thritis, which must partly explain why 
their courtship, presumably meant to 
evoke vintage battle-of-the-sexes 
screwball wit, instead seems sodden 
and stiff. To their great credit, not once 
do the leads behave like they’re above 
this utterly cornball material, but that 
almost makes it worse: These are two 
actors for whom it really hurts to feel 
embarrassed. In the end, and not quite 
in the way the filmmakers were going 
for, no one wins. Jonathan Kiefer 


Fed Up 

Rated PG. Opens Friday. 
Alternately depressing, infuriating, 
and terrifying, Fed Up tackles the is- 
sue of American obesity with clear- 
sighted reasoning that makes it the 
rare agitprop documentary to con- 
vince through activist outrage. Steph- 
anie Soechtig’s film (narrated by Katie 
Couric) addresses only one side of its 
subject, since its overwhelming and 


The forecast is grim. 


‘Tricky devil. 


conclusive data and commonsense 
logic make the case that our domestic 
food environment has been taken 
over by innumerable processed foods 
that — whether they’re labeled as reg- 
ular or “fat free” — are dangerously 
saturated with sugar. To director 
Soechtig and her many talking-head 
experts and politicians (including Bill 
Clinton), that fact is the underlying 
reason for the country’s escalating di- 
abetes epidemic, and one com- 
pounded by food businesses’ highly 
calculated marketing of unhealthy 
and addictive products to kids via ad- 
vertising, and sale of them to adoles- 
cents via school lunch programs now 
dominated by fast food items. That 
most government attempts to combat 
this problem are stymied by industry 
lobbying — including Michelle 
Obama’s “Let’s Move” campaign, 
which is presented as an initiative di- 
luted by corporate pressures — is 
merely further cause for alarm, ac- 
cording to the movie. Foreseeing a 
looming health care crisis, the film 
proves more heavily weighted toward 
censure than providing concrete solu- 
tions. Nonetheless, it remains an 
eye-opening exposé about the sugary 
foods that surround us at every turn, 
and a persuasive call to arms against a 
predatory industry whose sodas and 
candies should, it says, be demonized 
as harmful products at odds with the 
public health. Nick Schager 
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“THE MOST IMPORTANT MOVIE TO BE MADE 
SINCE AN INCONVENIENT TRUTHS 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“EYE-OPENING, PULLS NO PUNCHES IN 
IS INFORMED OUTRAGE.” 


LOS ANGELES TIMES 


“HERE IS SOMETHING RARE AT THE MULTIPLEX: 
A MOVIE THAT MATTERS.” 


ROLLING STONE 





FROM LAURIE DAVID PRODUCER OF AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH 
AND KATIE COURIC 


/FED UP 
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STaqUGs ENGAGEMENTS EAST BAY MARIN COUNTY 





START FRIDAY, MAY 23 Embarcadero Center Berkeley - Landmark's California Theatre San Rafael - Century Regency NO PASSES 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT music | MAY 21-27,2014 | 25 


BCR UAL > FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=Werecommend it. 


OPENING 


Breastmilk Dana Ben-Ari’s humane documentary 
Breastmilk dithers at first, seeming confused and 
overwhelmed by a simple yet complex topic, but 
maybe that's the only authentic way to approach 
it. Most parents of newborns are barely coherent 
even without cameras in their faces; it asks a lot 
to further burden them with demands for narrative 
context. So this becomes documentary as support 
group: We show up at the appointed time, get a 
few partial introductions, mingle, try to decide who 
we'll be judging and who'll be judging us, then listen 
for a while and possibly relax into empathy, which, 
along with the hope of a broader understanding, is 
what we're here for in the first place. Discussion 
ranges widely, from the fuzzy politics of maternity 
leave to the finer nuances of lactation porn. One 
weary mom points out that manufactured infant 
formula was the great hope and all the rage just a 
generation ago; now the peer-pressure consensus 
is that it’s practically poison, even to talk about. 
Made with the imprimatur of executive producers 
Ricki Lake and Abby Epstein, who together made 


academy award” nominee 


clive owen 


Hlollije 


the 2008 documentary The Business of Being Born, 
Ben-Ari's film doesn’t deliver a particular critique 
so much as assemble an intimate cultural snapshot. 
Sportingly, it has a wise and well-adjusted Ph.D. 
on hand to suggest that anyone threatened by 
female ejaculatory potential should alternatively 
consider “thinking of the penis as breastly, that 
might be more fun.” (JK) 


Chinese Puzzle Cédric Klapisch's romantic comedy 


continues the transcontinental adventures of the 
beautiful French people chronicled in his previous 
films, Russian Dolls and L'auberge Espagnole, 
though Puzzle provides enough backstory for 
newbies to the series. When his ex-wife Wendy 
(Kelly Reilly) relocates to New York with their 
children, hunky series protagonist Xavier follows 
along, moving in first with his pal Isabelle (Cécile 
De France) and then into Isabelle's girlfriend 
Ju's (Sadrine Holt) old Chinatown apartment, all 
while struggling with complications including but 
not limited to writer's block, language barriers, 
American xenophobia, immigration officials 
suspicious of his marriage to a Chinese-American 
woman (Li Jun Li), and the appearance of his other 
ex, Martine (Audrey Tautou). No one plot element 
is more important than any other in Chinese Puz- 
zle — which takes place over the course of a busy 
year — and it’s less about the specifics of life's 


academy award® winner 


juliette binoche 


wood 
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is a man worth more than his words, 
a woman worth more than her pictures? 
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OFFICIAL SELECTION 


INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 


WordsAndPicturesTheMovie.com 
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DIGITAL 
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exclusive engagements start friday, may 23 


SAN FRANCISCO Sundance Kabuki Cinemas (415) 929-4650 


EAST BAY 


SAN JOSE 


Berkeley - Landmark’s Shattuck Cinemas San Jose - CinéAris Santana Row 


MARIN COUNTY 
san Rafael - Century Regency 
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challenges than how the characters respond to 
them. It’s also a celebration of modern New York 
from an outsider’s perspective, making Chinatown 
look like a perfectly pleasant place to move into. 
The breezy Chinese Puzzle is no less concerned 
with what it means to be 40 than This Is 40, and 
the phrase “It's complicated” is used even more 
than in It's Complicated. (SC) 


Ida Pawel Pawlikowski's atmospheric, black and white 


Ida is a film out of time, like a 1950s Andrzej Wajda 
script directed by Jim Jarmusch in the 1980s. And 
that befits the title character, an orphan raised in 
a convent in early 1960s Poland who thinks her 
name is Anna (Agata Trzebuchowska). On the eve 
of taking her vows, the Mother Superior sends 
Anna to visit her weary Communist aunt Wanda 
(Agneta Kulesza), who reveals that Anna’s real 
name is Ida, and that her parents were a Jewish 
couple killed during the Occupation. What follows 
is aroad movie as Ida and Wanda try to find Ida's 
parents’ graves, and Ida tries to make sense of the 
world outside the convent, a world which hasn't yet 
made sense of itself: a Poland of older people trying 
to come to terms with what they did to survive 
during Fascism, and just as uncertain about the 
new Communist regime, while the younger people 
find escape by playing John Coltrane in jazz clubs. 
But Idais just as much about Trzebuchowska’'s big, 
onyx-colored eyes, which reveal everything and 
nothing, and the compositions which frequently 
place her at the bottom of the frame — all the better 
for the weight of the strange world to rest on her 
shoulders. (SC) 


ONGOING 


Palo Alto There are reasons to resist Palo Alto. 


Foremost, yes, it’s another James Franco product, 
adapted from his short-story collection and built 
around an uncomfortably snug-fitting role for him 
as a high school girls’ soccer coach with preda- 
tory tendencies. Beyond that, you might already 
feel leery of a movie made by Francis Coppola's 
granddaughter starring Julia Roberts’ niece and Val 
Kilmer’s son. Will it help to be assured that Emma 
Roberts generates more electricity from this than 
from all the other films she’s been in; that Jack 
Kilmer has screen presence in spades; and that 
one way Gia Coppola deals with privileges is by 
recognizing and revealing their limits? Sensitivity 
to the inner lives of bored and troubled teenagers 
is sort of a Coppola family business, and also, 
historically, a thing we keep wanting our movies 
to have. What's more, to situate the intense yet 
strangely immaterial vicissitudes of adolescence 
within the brimming field of Francology seems like 
a brave and reasonably useful project, especially 


emmaroberts jamesfranco jackkilmer nat wolff 
The New York Cimes O Critics’ Pick 


—- Manohla Dargis 
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“REMARKABLE. 
BOTH OF ITS TIME AND TIMELESS.’ 


- Stephanie Zacharek, LA Weekly 


“HYPNOTIC...coppoia makes us care, 


capturing the fever and fleetingness of first 
love in a way that marks a born filmmaker.” 
— Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 


A FILM BY GIA COPPOLA 


PALO ALTO 


_ BASED ON THE BOOK ‘PALO ALTO: STORIES’ os 7a BECA 
BY JAMES FRANCO 
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since Coppola stays so commendably clear-eyed 
about the creep factor and the lonely despera- 
tion underneath it. This is a movie whose action 
amounts to its characters spending time being 
in moods. Also including Nat Wolff as a volatile 
troublemaker, the cast coheres even as the story 
doesn't, quite; it’s gently done, if also underdone. 
But then, by being so light, it rises above any 
reasons to resist it. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Berkeley Community Media. HeroFest 2014: Put away 
those reading glasses, Professor! You won't need 
‘em at this eighth annual festival of short action, 
sci-fi, superhero, and kung fu mini-movies by 
regional filmmakers. Here the budgets are low, the 
body counts are high, and entertainment value is 
all that counts. Sun., May 25, 7 p.m. $10. torridpro- 
ductions.com/herofest. 2239 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way, Berkeley, 510-848-2288, www.betv.org. 

The Castro Theatre. Grease Sing-A-Long: The Castro 
invites you to spend your Memorial Day weekend by 
taking a trip down Memory Lane with Danny, Sandy, 
the T-Birds, the Pink Ladies, and the rest of the gang 
at Rydell High. May 23-26. $10-$16. 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. God's Pocket: John Slattery (Mad Men's 
Roger Sterling) makes his directorial debut with 
this dramedy starring Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
Christina Hendricks, John Turturro, and Richard 
Jenkins. Daily. Locke: Tom Hardy (Bronson, The 
Dark Knight Rises) owns the screen — no, really, 
he’s the only one on it for the entire length of the 
movie — in this tightly focused drama from the man 
who penned Eastern Promises and Dirty Pretty 
Things. Daily. Ida: Director Pawel Pawlikowski 
returns to his native Poland for this solemn drama 
that's haunted by the spectres of its nation’s com- 
plicitous history. Starting May 23. Daily. Indiana 
Jones and the Temple of Doom: Three midnight 
screenings give you three chances to atone for that 
pre-fridge-nuking time when you insisted this was 
the worst Indiana Jones movie. May 23-25, 11:59 
p.m. $10. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/Market/SanFrancisco/ 
SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Sahara: Hosts 
Jim Fourniadis, Rose Lacy, and Tristan Buckner 
revisit a time before Dallas Buyers Club and Mud 
... before True Detective and Killer Joe ... and 
before even Magic Mike... to recall when Matthew 
McConaughey embarrassed himself in sub-Indiana 
Jones roles like this. Sun., May 25, 8 p.m. $6.99. 
2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, www. 
darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Only Lovers Left 
Alive: Tom Hiddleston and Tilda Swinton play 
longer-than-longtime lovers in Jim Jarmusch's 
atmospheric art-house take on the vampire movie 
genre. Daily. The Railway Man: Colin Firth stars in 
this screen adaptation of British Army officer Eric 
Lomax's memoir about struggling to overcome 
memories of wartime torture at the hands of the 
Japanese. Daily. Belle: Austenesque costume 
drama meets the decidedly inelegant subject 
of 18th century slavery in this true-life tale of 
Dido Elizabeth Belle, the illegitimate mixed race 
daughter of a British Admiral. Daily. Palo Alto: If 
you missed its debut at this year’s S.F. International 
Film Festival, here’s another chance to catch young 
Gia Coppola's moody cinematic adaptation of 
James Franco's book about an adolescence spent 
in you-know-where. Daily. Fading Gigolo: John 
Turturro and Woody Allen star in Turturro’s new 
comedy that is, despite initial appearances, not 
actually a Woody Allen film. Daily. Fed Up: Director 
Stephanie Soechtig and producer/narrator Katie 
Couric take on the American food industry in this 
documentary that boldly aims to “change the way 
you eat forever.” Starting May 23. Daily. Chinese 
Puzzle: After previous sojourns in Spain and Russia, 
French homme-du-monde Xavier (Romain Duris) 
comes to NYC's Chinatown for more photogenic 
escapades in the latest bourgeois-bohemian com- 
edy from writer/director Cédric Klapisch. Starting 
May 23. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 


Tides Theatre. Des Voix ... 


267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium's Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 


Japan Society of Northern California. Hafu: Docu- 


mentary exploring the sociocultural complexities of 
life as a mixed-race member of Japanese society. 
Wed., May 21, 6:30 p.m. $10-$15. 500 Washington, 
San Francisco, 986-4383, www.usajapan.org. 


New Parkway Theater. The Ghosts in Our Machine: 


The Animal Defense Legal Fund presents the Bay 
Area premiere of this documentary examining the 
effect of global animal industries, with director/ 
producer Liz Marshall in attendance for an au- 
dience Q&A session. Fri., May 23, 6:30 p.m. $10. 
theghostsinourmachine.com. 474 24th St., Oakland. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. The Galapagos Affair: With a 


subtitle like “Satan Came to Eden,” you know things 
will almost certainly go awry in this documentary 
about pre-WWII Europeans who attempted to 
escape society in the wilds of the Galapagos 
Islands — but soon learned you can never truly 
escape the human beast. Daily. Finding Vivian 
Maier: John Maloof and Charlie Siskel’s docu- 
mentary portrait of a shy, emotionally troubled 
nanny who also happened to be a highly talented 
photographer whose art remained a secret until 
after her death. Daily. The German Doctor. Director 
Lucia Puenzo adapts her own speculative novel 
about what might have happened while notorious 
concentration camp doctor Josef Mengele lived 
under an assumed name in 1960s South America. 
Daily. Tasting Menu: European ensemble comedy 
for those with light appetites. Daily. The Double: 
Dostoyevsky’s novella becomes a black comedy 
with Jesse Eisenberg as a timid office drone 
taunted by his cocky lookalike in this ever brisk and 
intricately wry film. Daily. Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case: 
Documentary about the famed Chinese dissident 
artist. May 23-29. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Roxie Theater. Documented: Filmmaker (and Pu- 


litzer-winning journalist) Jose Antonio Vargas 
appears in person to present a Thursday sneak pre- 
view of his documentary about being a gay — and 
undocumented — Filipino-American, with regular 
daily screenings during the week that follows. 
Through May 22. $7.50-$10. documentedthefilm. 
com. | Wake Up Dreaming 2014: Dark Treasures 
from the Warner Archive: The Roxie turns back 
the clock for 10 days of rare film noir and vintage 
crime movies from 1932-1965. Through May 25, 
6:30 p.m. $12. Breastmilk: Dana Ben-Ari makes 
her directorial debut with this documentary about 
one of the most common — yet most infrequently 
discussed — bodily functions. The filmmaker also 
appears in person at select screenings on Friday 
and Saturday. May 23-29. Frequencies: British indie 
drama infused with a dose of sci-fi from first-time 
director Darren Paul Fischer. Mon., May 26, 7 & 9 
p.m. Looking for Johnny: The Legend of Johnny 
Thunders: Documentary about the influential 
proto-punk guitarist from the New York Dolls. Tue., 
May 27, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. Grand Opera Cinema 


Series: The S.F. Opera presents a filmed recording 
of its 2007 production of Mozart's Don Giovanni. 
Mon., May 26, 7:15 p.m. $10.25-$14. sfopera. 
com. 1881 Post, San Francisco, 346-3243, www. 
sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 

Found in Translation 
Biennial 2014: Cinema Series: Cutting Ball Theater 
and the Playwrights Foundation present screenings 
of French films corresponding with the Des Voix... 
Found in Translation festival of new French plays. 
Sun., May 25, 5:30 p.m. $10. desvoixfestival. 
com. 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 399-1322, www. 
tidestheatre.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Astonishing 


Animation: The Films of Hayao Miyazaki and 
Studio Ghibli: Monthlong 35mm retrospective of 
the beloved Japanese filmmaker, with all your 
favorite cat buses, wolf gods, sky castles, and 
other fantastic creations paying a visit. Thu., 
May 22; Sat., May 24; Sun., May 25; Thu., May 29; 
Sat., May 31; Sun., June 1. $8-$10. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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KILL YOUR TELEVISION 


Topical Chairs 


When Daily Show correspon- 
dent John Oliver took over for Jon 
Stewart last summer, I for one was 
thrilled. In all honesty, I find Jon 
Stewart highly annoying. He’s great 
when he’s pinned against right-wing 
douchebag pundits, sure, but the 
simpering ass-kissing of all the other 
guests gets old. How many times has 
he told an author something like, 
“Hey, truly... no. Let me be serious 
here. They give me a lot of books to 
read for this show. And, frankly, I 
don’t read all of them. But your 
book... sir, it is not hyperbole to say 
this book is a masterpiece.” Insert 
any movie title, too, gentle reader, or 
celebrity cause... whatever someone 
is promoting. In order to be an effec- 
tive host you do indeed have to seem 
like you find your guests interesting, 
but his excessive “we are not worthy” 
BS gets old. Still, I watch it regularly 
and always have at least two “laugh 
out loud” moments. 

When Oliver took over, it was 
all the same writers with the same 
attitude, minus 
Stewart. Oliver 
is a master at 
the same affect- 
ed, befuddled 
quick-takes 
after seeing 
a particularly 
inane comment 
from Mitch 
McConnell. He 
can deliver the 
same astonished 
amusement at 
a Michele Bach- 
mann clip. Truly, these shows don’t 
even really need writers, you realize 
that, right? All they need to do is 
show actual footage of these people 
and the stuff writes itself. Never- 
theless, the British expat was witty 
and spunky, just right to jump in 
and take over. 

So when I heard he was getting 
his own weekly news commentary 
comedy show on HBO, I was excit- 
ed. Last Week Tonight premiered a 
month ago, and sadly, the results 
have been meh with a side of ha- 
rumph. The show sucks. What hap- 
pened? 

The first thing that struck me 
was how much of a Daily Show rip- 
off it is, minus guests, correspon- 
dents, and the feeling that a live 
studio audience is actually there. 
We hear laughter, but there is no 
way to tell if it is from a can or not. 
Oliver sits at a desk with a gener- 
ic New York skyline behind him 
(really?) and pontificates on the 
week’s happenings. I’d compare it 
to some guy’s YouTube channel, but 
it reminds me more of the old days 
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of cable access. He was a good sub 
for Stewart, but I am questioning 
his ability to carry an entire show 
now, especially if said show is just 
him harping on and on about right 
wingers. 

I could forgive all of this, of 
course, if the show was funny. 

Take last week’s episode. Oliver 
skewered McConnell and everyone 
else in the Senate race for their 
ridiculous campaign ads. Like 
I said, you only need show the 
actual footage of this stuff and 
the material is there. “I grew up 
castrating hogs,” says candidate 
Joni Ernst, “so when I get to 
Washington, I'll know how to cut 
pork.” Biggest chortle of the night 
for this reviewer. But then Oliver 
decided to create his own versions 
of ridiculous attack ads for both 
sides, one of which painted the 
liberals as wanting to decimate the 
coal industry. A woman candidate 
enters a mine and proceeds to 
chainsaw the miners in a bloody 
rampage. Ha. 
Ha ha.... Ha? 
My high school 
lampoon society 
could have 
come up with 
something 
better than that. 
HBO can be 
forgiven for hav- 
ing a half-assed 
political show, 
too, because it 
more than makes 
up for it with my 
favorite weekly indulgence, Real 
Time with Bill Maher. His mono- 
logue always sucks too, but his 
guests are stimulating and there’s a 
great mix of comedy and intellectu- 
alism in the bulk of the show. 

I’m sure half of my frustration 
with all of this is that my beloved 
Colbert Report is going to come to 
an end once he takes over for David 
Letterman. “Senior Black Corre- 
spondent” Larry Wilmore is set 
to take over the Comedy Central 
time slot in what he says will bea 
“diverse” representation of culture 
and news. He’s not my favorite 
correspondent — that title belongs 
to Samantha Bee or her husband, 
Jason Jones — but at least he’s 
not the awkward Jessica Williams 
or the spittle-specked Lewis Black. 
I will give this show a chance, as I 
have Oliver’s. I’m fair like that. But 
if he lets me down ... there will be 
hell to pay. One swipe of my poison 
ink and he’s toast. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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“That rarest of theater delights — 
a big, noisy, sexy play in which argument 
is hot and throbbing.” —THE NATION 


NOW PLAYING! 


ALSO PLAYING 


WOT A GEMUINVE 
BLACK MAW 


Written and Performed by Brian Copeland 
Directed by David Ford 


Call 510 647-2949: Click berkeleyrep.org 
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“WE USED TO LOOK FOR THREE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. NOW WE JUST WANT PEOPLE WHO ARE PASSIONATE.” 


elp Wanted 


San Francisco restaurants are going to unprecedented lengths to lure talent for their kitchens. 


By Renee Frojo 


The tech industry may lure 
highly qualified workers with benefits 
like free meals, transportation to and 
from work, on-site massages, and 
in-office rock-climbing walls, but the 
restaurant industry is catching up. San 
Francisco's overabundance of excep- 
tional eateries and an undersupply of 
dedicated workers has left many places 
looking for new ways to lure cooks into 
the kitchen. 

While the hours are still long, the 
work back-breaking, and the pay (in 
most cases) sobering, some of the 
more forward-thinking restaurants 
have started to offer their employees 
novel perks like commuter credits, 
educational opportunities, and full 
health coverage — all in an effort to 
attract decent kitchen talent. 

Restaurant owners and chefs have 
been grumbling about this so-called 
“labor crisis” since the city’s restau- 
rant boom took off a few years ago. 
Apart from the obvious reasons, like 
a higher cost of living and a cook’s 
less-than-livable average annual 
salary, chefs say that San Francis- 
co's dwindling supply of lower-level 
kitchen talent is because there are 
now other, less-conventional ways to 
get into the industry. 

Simply put: Fewer people want 
to start at the bottom, so they’re 
getting into the business with a food 
truck or pop-up and bypassing the 
restaurant hierarchy. 

With more restaurants per capita 
here than any other city in the US. 
— and good ones, at that — it’s got- 
ten to the point where inexperienced 
cooks with a decent work ethic and 
passion for the industry can find a 
job nearly anywhere. You could even 
say they hold the upper hand. 

“You look at a résumé differently 
now than you did a couple of years 
ago, says Ryan Pollnow, chef de cui- 
sine at the Ne Timeas group (which 
includes Flour + Water, Central 
Kitchen, and Salumeria). “Before, 

a résumé with a little spelling or 
grammatical mistake would get 
passed over — now, not so much. 
We also used to look for at least 
three years of experience in a kitch- 
en. Now, we just want people who 
are passionate and want to commit 
to something.” 

As the number of new openings 
continue to multiply, employers 
aware of the need to keep a competi- 
tive edge are getting creative and, in 
some cases, paying up. 
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Seven-month-old Russian Hill 


restaurant Stones Throw is among 
those eateries going to impressive 
lengths to attract, and hopefully re- 
tain, new cooks. 

Along with monthly volunteer 
trips to the SF-Marin Food Bank, the 
restaurant gives its staff team-build- 
ing activities and educational excur- 
sions to Wine Country, breweries, 
and farms. 

“We find that people want to 
learn as much as they can about 
their jobs, so for us, offering educa- 
tional opportunities is the best thing 
we can do,” says partner and general 
manager Ryan Cole, who admits he 
stole a few employee-retention ideas 
from his days as regional director of 
operations at Michael Mina. 

Recent Stones Throw staff activ- 
ities have included pruning vines at 
Medlock Ames in Sonoma and vis- 
iting the restaurant’s fruit supplier 
K & J Orchards. Cole says such trips 
offer an escape for the staff and an 
opportunity to get better acquainted 
with the teams they’re working with 
in the kitchen. 

Among its more thoughtful 
incentives, Stones Throw also re- 
cently started offering its staff $25 a 
month in Uber credits to use in the 
inevitable event that an employee 
is running late for work or needs a 
quick lift home after a long shift. 


EAT Music 





Eventually, the restaurant hopes to 
increase the transportation stipend 
to $50 a month, no restrictions 
applied. 

Employees consider the commut- 
er cash a “pretty sweet deal,” says 
Cole, adding that they preferred it 
over on-the-house gym member- 
ships he also was considering as a 
benefit. 

Stones Throw’s other big draw is 
the average $14-$15 an hour it offers 
to dedicated cooks, way above the 
minimum wage that most kitchen 
staff under the executive and sous 
chefs can hope to get. Cole says he 
would even pay more to someone 
who promised they were committed 
to stay. “It would cost us less in the 
long run,” he says. 

While its rate is certainly higher 
than the industry average, Cole says 
it’s on par with cooks at higher-end 
restaurants, some of whom are 
raking in $60,000 annually with 
overtime and holiday pay. That’s a 
lot of dough for a prep or line cook, 
considering the talent required and 
restaurants’ slim profit margins. 

For Pollnow, who oversees the 
menus at Flour + Water, Central 
Kitchen, and Salumeria, increasing 
pay isn’t an option. So holding on 
to a good staff is all about creating 
friendly environments that people 
want to work in and come back to. 


“We realize we spend the major- 
ity of our lives with these people, 
so the old-school mentality of ‘who 
can bark the loudest has the most 
power’ just doesn't fly,” Pollnow 
says. 

Like so many other restaurants, 
Central Kitchen has seen a turnover 
in its staff this year and is currently 
seeking a new line cook. Pollnow 
says that if it can find the right fit, 
the restaurant will offer growth 
within the company by promoting 
a loyal, hardworking cook to a high- 
er-level position at one of its other 
eateries. This strategy keeps talent- 
ed employees in the family. 

The same goes for Mid-Market’s 
AQ, part of the Mercer Restaurant 
Group, where half the opening staff 
has either remained on board since 
day one or gone on to work in bet- 
ter roles for another of the compa- 
ny’s restaurants, including TBD and 
Melange Market. 

Owner Matthew Semmelhack 
says his group also incentivizes 
employees to stick around with full 
health care benefits that include 
dental and vision coverage — some- 
thing that’s almost unheard-of in 
the industry. 

The group also has a program to 
financially support employees seek- 
ing higher education in hospitality 
by sharing the cost of wine classes 
and courses in management or 
finance. All such benefits have “defi- 
nitely paid off with retention and 
gracious, proud employees that are 
starting to focus their careers,” says 
Semmelhack. 

While these perks seem to be 
working for these places, others are 
still catching on. 

Scott Youkilis, chef-owner of 
Maverick and Hog & Rocks in the 
Mission, says that he’s still search- 
ing for the secret sauce to retain 
loyal employees. Going forward, he 
says he’s simply considering adapt- 
ing to the cook-strapped industry 
by making less complicated menus 
or building out smaller restaurants 
that require fewer staff to maintain. 

“It’s really shaping the way we 
do things,” he says. “We now have 
to reconsider what we want to do 
when opening a new concept.” 

Or, he adds, “we might just steal 
some of those ideas from the other 
restaurants.” 

Just as long as he doesn’t steal 
their cooks, that should be fine. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


asting room pays tribute to 
SOMA's winery-rich past. 


Exploring San Francisco's 
Hidden Wineries 


By Jenn Pries 


Before the 1906 earthquake 
leveled parts of the city and Prohibi- 
tion curbed drinking, San Francisco’s 
SOMA neighborhood (then known as 
“South of the Slot”) was filled with win- 
eries and cellars. The wineries sourced 
grapes from Napa and Sonoma and the 
city was as much a part of wine country 
as its northern neighbors. 

Over the past few years, a resur- 
gence in winemaking has sprouted 
in parts of the Bay Area. It’s entirely 
possible and enjoyable to trade an 
afternoon in Napa or Sonoma for 
one in the city. Sprawling urban 
spaces take the place of rural bou- 
tique wineries, and some have taken 
to calling the T line “San Francisco’s 
wine train.” (It helps that public 
transportation also makes for stress- 
free sipping.) 

Bluxome Street Winery (53 
Bluxome, 543-5353, bluxomewin- 
ery.com) is a great place to start a 
wine tour. Barrels line the walls and 
winemakers work behind the tasting 
room, pressing grapes during har- 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


4505 Burgers & BBQ: Ryan and Celese Farr are at 
it again, this time with a combo barbecue/burger 
shop in the old Da Pitt location on Divisadero. 
Expect by-the-pound meats, decadent sides like 
mac and cheese with 4505 frankfurters, beer and 
wine on tap, and the appropriately named Best 
Damn Cheeseburger. 705 Divisadero, 255-3094, 
4505meats.com. 

Big 4: Arevamped bar/restaurant in the Huntington 
Hotel has green leather banquettes, old leather, 
oil paintings, white tablecloths, and a menu of 
old-school classics. 1075 California, 771-1140, 
big4restaurant.com. 

Dirty Habit: The Fifth Floor in Union Square's Palo- 
mar Hotel has gotten a hip makeover, complete 
with a hidden patio, a menu of small plates, 
and a long cocktail list. 12 Fourth St., 348-1555, 
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vest time and sampling wines to see 
how they’re aging. Bluxome folds 
SOMA’s wine history into part of its 
identity, and staff members educate 
customers about the past as well as 
the palate. 

“We're trying to evoke that wine- 
making was once big in San Fran- 
cisco, says Emilie Barnett, a tasting 
room employee. “We have old copies 
of the Yellow Pages that show a lot 
of buildings in this neighborhood 
were wineries.” 

Bluxome offers wine by the glass 
as well as by flights. It produces 
Pinot Noir, Sauvignon Blanc, Syrah 
and Chardonnay, and is bringing 
rosé back to the tasting room soon. 
With the arrival of spring, Barnett 
says, nearly every day someone 
comes in asking for rosé.” 

The winery also hosts events in the 
neighborhood. Every last Saturday of 
the month the winery hosts a “Meet 
Market,” where local purveyors like 
Brown Dog Mustard Company and 
Roxanne’s Biscotti sell their goods, 
food trucks set up outside, and Blux- 
ome’s wines are poured. >> p29 


dirtyhabitsf.com. 

Loving Cup: This shop devoted to rice pudding 
and frozen yogurt seems like it will fit right 
into Hayes Valley. Expect eight rotating flavors 
of rice pudding, hand-churned frozen yogurt, 
and more sweet treats. 535 Octavia, 701-0091, 
lovingcupsf.com. 

Schroeders: FiDi's classic beer hall has reopened 
after its modernizing renovation with a casual 
beer hall/post-work drink room in front and a 
restaurant serving upscale German-Cali cuisine 
in back. 240 Front, 421-4778, schroederssf.com. 

Smokestack: Magnolia Brewery's long-anticipated 
expansion is finally open in Dogpatch, offering bar- 
becue, cocktails, and its usual stable of excellent 
brews. 2505 Third St., 864-7468. 

Urban Putt: The Mission's new S.F.-themed mini-golf 
course also comes with a restaurant, serving up 
foods you can eat with your fingers in between 
golf swings as well as heartier fare like deep-dish 
pizzas and sandwiches. 1096 S Van Ness, 341-1080, 
urbanputt.com. 
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DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
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NING OF NOODHES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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Fresh Eats from p29 


After visiting Bluxome, hop 
on the T to the Dogpatch to 22nd 
Street. Like Bluxome, Dogpatch 
WineWorks (2455 Third St., 525- 
4440, dogpatchwineworks.com) is 
in an industrial space, but has a dif- 
ferent identity. It’s a custom-crush 
winery and courts people who are 
interested in making wine but don’t 
have the time or resources to devote 
themselves fully to the job. Wine 
hobbyists can be as hands-on as they 
would like to be in creating a barrel 
of their own. 

Seven commercial wineries, like 
Passaggio and Pug Wine, use the 
facilities at Dogpatch WineWorks 
to make their wines. Their wines are 
featured in the tasting room, and 
the number of wineries results in 
a wide range of styles and grapes, 
from Viognier to Merlot rosé to an 
unoaked Chardonnay. 

Around the corner is Sutton 
Cellars (601 22nd St., suttoncellars. 
com). Owner Carl Sutton usually 
likes to man the tasting table him- 
self. The winery produces dry ver- 
mouth, rosé, and fortified wine, as 
well as red wines. Sutton also plays 
around with Carignan, a grape that 
he has been making wine from for 
about 20 years. While Bluxome and 
Dogpatch WineWorks offer wines 
that are indicative of California, Sut- 
ton draws on a winemaking style that 
is both playful and Old World. 

The winery’s out-the-door of- 
ferings are uncommon as well. Jug 
wines are for sale as well as bottles. 
Much like a growler at a brewery, 
customers can buy a jug of wine from 
Sutton and come back and refill it. 

“This is very much so a way to 
reduce packaging, but it’s also about 
breaking down people’s ideas about 
wine, Sutton says. “Sometimes you 
just need a glass of wine, you don’t 
need a fancy label or some great sto- 
ry. You just need a glass of wine. It’s 
Tuesday night, you're having pizza, 
this is what you drink.” 

In the Dogpatch and SOMA, 
people can come in and taste but it’s 
also an opportunity to explore the 
neighborhoods. Bluxome is blocks 
away from the ballpark and around 
the corner from Marlowe and Little 
Skillet. After tasting in Dogpatch, 
someone can go to Olivier’s in the 
Dogpatch to buy a fantastic cut of 
meat, try the new Long Bridge for a 
piece of pizza, or head to the classic 
Dogpatch Saloon or the wine bar 
Yield across the street if they’re 
still thirsty. 

“[In Napa or Sonoma], you're 
going for that repetitive experience, 
whereas this is a variety of experi- 
ences. There’s a lot of really fantastic 
development,” Sutton says. “Every 
business that’s here, there are peo- 
ple behind it that you can meet and 
talk to. It’s not another chain. That’s 
definitely part of the fabric and per- 
sonality of the neighborhood, it’s real 
people operating real businesses.” 


PAPALOTE 


WINNER OF 
BEST BURRITO 
2007- 2013 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 

1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 


WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW. TWITTER.COM /PAPALOTESALSA 
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Tacos, Tostadas, & Margaritas! 


Other 
Avenues 


Celebrating 
40 years! 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


MASTERING THE ART OF FRENCH DRINKING 


Putting 
Down Roots 


The waiters at the Aquitaine 
Wine Bistro are flirts. “How are you to- 
day?” one asked me as I went to my ta- 
ble alone. 

“Life is complicated,” I said. 

“Well,” she replied, “at least you 
still have your lovely smile.” 

My guest arrived and apologized 
for being late. 

“No no,” said another waiter. 
“We've just been waiting for you 
adoringly.” 

He couldn’t have been more 
wrong. My companion tonight was 
“E., and there’s the kind of history 
between us that makes adoration 
complicated. Many years ago, on the 
other side of the country, she was 
my young protégé — and I eventu- 
ally sent her off on a voyage 
that would lead her toa 
life in San Francisco. No 
sooner had she arrived 
then ... well, we 
weren't on speaking 
terms by the time 
I moved here just 
two years later. 

E. had a child 
and moved back 
“home” for five 
years. Now divorced, 






tradition more than novelty. The rec- 
ommendations are exquisite. 

“T feel like when I was here the 
first time, nothing ever changed: 
Businesses, communities, everything 
was stable and timeless,” E. says. 
“Now, back after five years, all the 
people are scattering and you wonder 
every day what’s going to fall next.” 

Having just moved back, she’s 
already plotting her move out. “Can 
you see a way to stay long-term?” she 
asks me. 

I cannot. 

How did it all change so quickly, 
she wonders. Is it tech? Is it the 
national situation? Is it cultural 
factors? How can some French cities 
stay traditional and largely unchang- 
ing across decades, even centuries, 
while the culture of art and experi- 
mentation that brought her to San 
Francisco less than a decade ago is 
now near collapse? 

I suggest over superb duck (served 

on a smoldering piece of wood, 
in a traditional style) and 
perfect pomme frites 
that much of the San 
Francisco culture she 
loves is facing an 
existential crisis: It 
can either grow and 
thrive on a larger 
stage, or it will be 
scattered to the 
winds. Before now, 
I say, it was never 


she’s returned to S.F. co eens facing that kind of 
and is a successful BENJAMIN pressure. The stakes 
tech executive. She WACHS were low. 

reached out to me, a few “The problem is oppor- 


months ago, asking for a 

chance to say “thank you” and 

“Tm sorry” at once. We've been see- 
ing what happens. 

Aquitaine is a French bar for 
exactly the reason that there are 
no “San Francisco” themed bars or 
restaurants elsewhere. Sure, our city 
by the bridge has iconic fixtures and 
soup in a bread bowl, but most of 
what we are is the breeding ground 
for new fusions: We are in constant 
pursuit of novelty. 

But from its wines (the list of 
wines available by the bottle is a 13- 
page extravaganza), to its cuisine, to 
its small details of service, Aquita- 
ine is rooted in France, and French 
history, and customs — things that 
people who don’t value the new for 
its own sake have been living by for 
centuries. A rooted bistro in a root- 
less city. 

E. isn’t French, but she comes 
from people like that, who have been 
living on the same land for genera- 
tions, doing what their parents did. 
It’s what she tries to get away from, 
and what she goes back to. 

We ask the waitress for her wine 
recommendations before we get 
down to talking. Wine is one of those 
drinks that rewards a knowledge of 
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tunity,” she says. “When I 

came here last time, I came to be 
here. To be part of this was the only 
goal, and I was accepted in. Now I’m 
here because there’s all this oppor- 
tunity, and I have to fight for every 
piece of it against everybody else 
who’s here because they want to grab 
as much opportunity as they can be- 
fore they go home. San Francisco to- 
day is like a bone I’m sucking all the 
marrow out of before I throw it away. 
Nine years ago, it was a bone I was 
fastening into a corset to wear.” 

“You left,” I remind her, “the first 
time.” 

She smiles. She’s still got it. 

The waitstaff lets us sit there for 
hours, sometimes savoring our wine, 
sometimes just talking. The truth 
is, I’m exhausted: It’s been a week 
of strange encounters and intimate 
conversations, breakneck debauchery 
and tiny heartbreak. 

I needed a place like this, to step 
out of time for a while. I think the 
whole city does. I wonder how long 
it will last. 

Aquitaine Wine Bistro 
175 Sutter, 402-5290, 
aquitainesf.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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DINE-IN + TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 
Open ‘TLL Lam Every Day! 
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NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 

Try Our Secret Menu 


GILBERTH'S 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 
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3200 24th Street @ S. Vah Ness 


419-990-7510 
Mon-Fri 17AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun GAM-2AM 


Monday-Saturday 
8am—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 


HISTORIA DE LUCHA 


Graphic Art of Mexico’s 
Historical Struggles 

by Collectives in 

Asaro and San Francisco 


April and May 2014 


Come see the exhibit and enjoy 
Happy Hour with $24 Margarita Pitchers! 





a 


FIN 


PULL SERVICE CUBAN RESTAURANT 


LOCALLY GROWW & SOURCED PRODULTS 





ALITRENTIC AND MODERN (CUBAN CLERINE 
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SPECIALTY BEVERAGE 
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500 Florkta St. SF . 415_S80.7888 
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Boom Boom 


San Franciscots 
Funkiest Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY . ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 


4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY MAY 21 2014 $5 


**SOUL TRAIN REVIVAL** 


With *ZIEK MCCARTER & THE REVIVAL BAND* 
The Third Wednesday of Every Month 


THURSDAY MAY 22 2014 $10 


** NIKKI HILL* * 
Featuring: *NIKKI HILL, MATT HILL, ED 
STROHSAHL, JOE MEYER* 

(Soul Sensation, R&B, Rock & Roll) 


FRIDAY M AY 23 2014 $20 


**IKE STUBBLEFIELD** 
(6x grammy - B3 Legend) 
With: *EDDIE ROBERTS, JERMAL 
WATSON, JOE COHEN * 

The SENSATIONAL IKE STUBBLEFIELD 
QUARTET (Two Nights!) 


SATURDAY MAY 24 2014 $20 


**IKE STUBBLEFIELD** 
(6x grammy - B3 Legend) 
With: *EDDIE ROBERTS, JERMAL 
WATSON, JOE COHEN* 

The SENSATIONAL IKE STUBBLEFIELD 
QUARTET (Two Nights!) 


SUNDAY MAY 25 2014 FREE 


**RETURN OF THE CYPHER? * (rote) 

* FREESTYLE HIP-HOP * DJ KEVVY KEV * 

THE GEMSTONE BAND * FREE PARTY! * 

Locally-Sourced Organic Hip-Hop- For 
The People, By The People 


TUESDAY MAY 27 2014 FREE 
BOOM BOOM ROOM’s 


** LOUNGE DISCO 
TUESDAY NITES** 


No Cover for the Music Lover 
(Spinning Rare Grooved & Funk) 


WEDNESDAY MAY 28 2014 $5 


**ROYAL JELLY** 
*SURFER ROMA* 


A Wednesday Night Dance-Your-Face-Off Event! 
(4th Wednesdays of the Month) 


THURSDAY MAY 29 2014 $12 


** MOTHERLODE** 
Featuring: *BILL SUMMERS (OF THE 
HEADHUNTERS)* 

*DJ LOGIC* 


FRIDAY MAY 30 2014 $15 


**GLEN DAVID ANDREWS** 


(New Orleans “Trombone Shorty” 
Cousin & Brass Funk Legend) 
* CANDELARIA* 


SATURDAY MAY 31 2014 $10 
Free Before 9PM 


** STEPPIN'** 


Fillmore Nasty Funk 
*DJ K-OS* 
An evening of Ass Shakin’, body 
movin’ Jazzy Funky Soul-Greasy 
Dance-Charged Boogaloo 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 


(415)673-8000 boomboomblues.com 
ADV. TICKETS AVAILABLE @ boomboomtickets.com 
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The Soundman 
Is Alright 


El Rio mixing-board veteran Frank Gallagher 
lives for the music. He's a nice guy — unless you 


turn up too loud. 


By Ian S. Port 


“President, Sound Engineer, 
and Bad Tempered Old Bastard,” is the 
title on Frank Gallagher's business card. 
But the surliness there and on the card’s 
slogan — “Intimidating musicians 
since 1975” — is contradicted some- 
what by the man’s demeanor, as well as 
his occupation. Gallagher is the long- 
time sound man at El Rio; he’s run the 
mixing board at this beloved Mission 
dive bar and live venue for more than 
25 years. And even he will admit that 
you don’t spend a quarter-century im- 
proving the sound of bands most peo- 
ple have not heard of — and will never 
hear of — if you don't really love it. 

“It keeps you young,” Gallagher 
says of his work, with a gravelly 
chuckle. “When a band is on, and the 
hair on your arm stands up, you know 
they’re doing something right, and 
you know you're doing something 
right — it’s as good as sex.” 

In person, Gallagher leans more 
toward charming curmudgeon than 
bad-tempered bastard. He’s quick to 
laugh, and eager to flip through dozens 
of old calendars showing the years of 
bands he’s booked and done sound 
for at El Rio. He seems to wear a plain 
white T-shirt, a charcoal vest, and jeans 
every day. Longish blond hair lends the 
61-year-old a vaguely Iggy Pop air. In 
decades of performing and mixing, he’s 
never worn earplugs — he says they 
ruin the highs — but he seems to hear 
just fine. 

Gallagher is a music lifer, aman 
who's given most of his best days to 
the business just because he wanted 
to, and not with any hope of getting 
famous or hauling in a fortune. He’s 
helped El Rio become a small but 
crucial music institution in this city, a 
club eager to host local bands of many 
styles, even ones whose audiences 
number in the double-digits. His 
influence is visible in events like this 
weekend's 19th annual Shit-Kickin’ 
Memorial Day Concert: an outdoor 
gathering of local country-rock bands, 
all chosen by him. In a wildly changing 
city, Gallagher is also a reminder of 
the kind of mecca San Francisco has 
been — not just for bright-eyed mu- 
sicians hoping to make it big, but for 


others hoping simply to live a life they 
love and do good, satisfying work. 

It becomes clear how good Galla- 
gher’s work is on a Sunday afternoon 
at El Rio, when the nine-piece local 
salsa band Mazacote is churning out 
rhythms on the bar’s packed patio. 
Salseros twirl and sway on the planks 
in front of the stage, grinning and 
laughing. Others stand around chat- 
ting loudly, still barely audible over 
the jumpy energy of the band. Galla- 
gher stands off to the left, a captain at 
the knobs of his beloved Peavey mix- 
ing console. It’s a relic from the late 
"70s, as are the Klipschorn La Scala 
PA. speakers he still uses. 

For a sound man, this is a fairly 
intense situation. Mazacote has nine 
musicians, each of whom needs at 
least one microphone and likely one 
monitor. Gallagher has to ensure 
that the mix of instruments in each 
monitor meets the needs of the per- 
sons using it, and he also has to take 
care that when the musicians play a 
solo — which most do at least once 
per song — they’re loud enough in 
the house mix so their drums, or sax- 
ophone, or vocals, carry over the din. 
He must manage all this at once, while 
surrounded by loud talking and inter- 
rupted by friends stopping to say hi. 

But Gallagher and his vintage 
sound equipment are pulling this off 
marvelously. The bongo player solos, 
and his drum strikes pop loudly and 
crisply. The bass player's electric five- 
string glides through its lines note by 
note, a warm net holding the various 
pieces of the band together, neither 
invisible nor overpowering. The brass 
section shoots gleaming exclamation 
points over the boiling rhythms of the 
band. The mix, at least through the 
house speakers, sounds impeccable 
— as the members of Mazacote have 
come to expect. “I consider him an 
artist, a sound artist,” says Pete Cor- 
nell, the band’s sax player, who’s also 
a member of the Grammy-winning 
Pacific Mambo Orchestra. “He’s like 
the fifth Beatle for us.” 


A New Jersey native, Gallagher 
came to San Francisco on tour witha 
country band led by his brother, and de- 
cided to stay. In those days, he was han- 
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dling drums and running sound at the 
same time, earning a solid living play- 
ing as many as 20 gigs per month. 
Eventually, Gallagher began running 
the board and booking shows at a 
now-defunct club called the Covered 
Wagon. He was using his own sound 
gear, which, it’s worth recalling, he 
adores. One day, he heard that punk 
misfit GG Allin — who was infamous 
for releasing all possible bodily fluids on 
himself, the stage, and the crowd — 
was booked to play the Covered Wagon. 
“And I said, “There is no fucking way 
this guy is going to shit on my equip- 
ment,” Gallagher remembers. “If that’s 
music, I don’t want no part of it.” 

So in 1987, Gallagher left and got a 
job bartending at El Rio. Eventually, he 
became booker, manager, and sound 
engineer, handling music on the patio, 
in the performance space adjacent to 
the bar, and in the main room. He’s 
seen all kinds of acts come through, 
and made friends with more than a few 
of them — bands like Bay Area punk 
legends M.D.C., country-rockers Red 
Meat (which he gave its first gig), and 
a trio called Bar Feeders, whose mem- 
bers, Gallagher says, are “like my kids.” 

But despite his friendliness, Gal- 
lagher’s title of “bad-tempered old 
bastard” isn’t ironic. He alludes to 
some serious friction between himself 
and bands that turn their amps too 
high or disagree how shows should 
go down. And Gallagher is a man who 
gets his way. “He can be [grumpy], 
sure, says his co-worker, club book- 
er Lynne Angel. “He’s from Jersey, 
through and through. But with Frank, 
the difference is that if you make 
buddies with him and work the night 
as he wants it to work, then he’ll love 
you. He’s a little softy underneath 
that gruff exterior.” 





Juan Pardo 


These days, Gallagher doesn’t han- 
dle as many shows as he once did in El 
Rio’s performance space. He works 
there Saturday nights, and does the spe- 
cial events and patio shows on Sundays 
and holidays. He’s never far away, 
though — Gallagher lives in one of the 
apartments upstairs from the bar, and 
has for decades. This doesn’t allow him 
a lot of escape from work, since, as he 
says, the soundproofing in his building 
is “not good.” But that’s okay. “If you 
want to live over a bar,” he chuckles, 
“you can’t complain.” 

One of the rooms of Gallagher’s 
apartment is filled with a massive 
metal shelf of vinyl records, organized 
alphabetically, and a full drum kit he 
still uses. On the living room walls 
hang posters from shows Gallagher 
put on — past notices for his Shit- 
Kickin’ Memorial Day concert and 
Cowgirlpalooza on Labor Day, which 
will see its 12th anniversary this year. 
Around the perimeter of the small 
living room loom massive black speak- 
ers: another set of imposing La Scalas 
he bought at Goodwill, and some 
towering Cerwin-Vegas hooked up to 
his home stereo, which is taller than 
the TV next to it. In the middle is a 
single red recliner — the only seating 
in the room — next to a clean ashtray. 
Gallagher puts on a Pacific Mambo 
Orchestra CD and turns the amplifier 
up to level three. The sound is crisp, 
warm, and intensely loud. As it plays, 
Gallagher glances around the room, 
looking happy. This is home. 


The 19th Annual Shit-Kickin’ Me- 
morial Day, with Dave Gonzalez, 
Red Meat, Velvetta, The Evangen- 
itals, and Scott Young. 

4 p.m. Monday, May 26, at El Rio. 
$10; elriosf.com. 
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BOYLESOUE - FAN DANCE 

LIAR'S DICE + SILENT GANGSTER MOVIE 
SWING DANCING - CLUB DANCING 


7PM - FULL DINNER MENU AVAMABIE | 
GPM - DANCE LESSONS (NO PAR TNER/ EXPERIENCE NEEDED) 
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OPM - SHOW STARTS 
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2505 MISSION BETWEEN 21ST AND 22ND 


$5. / S10 @ YOURE DRESSED TO KEL 


www _ ._Booms WINGCABARET.COM 
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Music } SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 


SIZZLE 

Mi If there is a God, he's probably jealous 

of what Herbie Hancock can do on the 
keyboard. We caught the 74-year-old at the 
SFJAZZ Center on Saturday, and he torched 
even the high expectations we brought after 
seeing him in recent years. Hancock himself 
seemed surprised at the energy he found 
with his band members, joking that there 
must be something about the water in S.F. 


“Sana i 
. 
: . 
ergio Romo had te ic) | 
Lars Uiriehjhe didn’t 
_— make the teams 
Christopher Victorio 
i |t was Metallica day at AT&T Park: 
James Hetfield and Kirk Hammett noodled 
out “The Star Spangled Banner,” Lars Ulrich 
threw the first pitch while wearing geeky 
green shorts, and Robert Trujillo stood 
around looking amped. Please go to our 
site, look at the photos, and note what a 
normal dad Hetfield looks like in a Giants 
jersey and a ballcap. He could've come 
Straight from mowing the lawn. 





i We checked in with local orchestral indie 
duo Tidelands, who told us the best part 
about having a band with only two mem- 
bers: “After years of rehearsals and trying 
to arrange five people to get together with 
everyone's schedules, it’s really nice,” says 
the band’s Gabriel Montana Leis. You can 
stream their new album, We've Got a Map, 
on our website. 





FIZZLE 

Oh, no: They've turned on the stupid ho- 
logram machine again, this time to imitate 
Michael Jackson at the Billboard Music 
Awards. Has our retromania really gotten so 
bad that we're happy watching some danc- 
ing lights in the shape of a dead pop star? 
Don't we mind that it's a machine doing the 
moonwalk, and not a person? Is it possible 
for technology to ruin an artist's legacy? 








@ Richard Thompson played a fantastic 
solo acoustic set at Great American Music 
Hall, but couldn't keep from reminding us 
about his under-realized career. “I have 
this magical formula for lack of success,” 
he joked, introducing “| Want to See the 
Bright Lights Tonight.” “This got to No. 41 in 
the Top 40." Surely two packed shows in S.F. 
aren't the mark of a total failure. 





@ “There has been a great deal of specula- 
tion about what triggered the unfortunate 
incident,” admitted Beyoncé, Jay Z, and 
Solange in a joint statement following their 
elevator scuffle. “But the most important 
thing is that our family has worked through 
it.” No, the most important thing is that we 
learn what made Solange want to punch 
Jay Z's lights out. 


For full versions of the above stories 
and much more about S.F. music, check 
out All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
sfweekly.com/shookdown. 





DJS JOSH CHEON (Dark Entries) 
CRACKWHORE & UNIT 77 


with DJs/Hosts 


SENOR 0Z 
NAPPY G (ToTH)(NYC), 
DJ FAUSTO 


and resident percussionists 


i120 MINUTES 


5/23 


opm |ANTWON 


$10 lresident DJs 
S4NTA MUSRTE 
& CHAUNCEY CC 


Lasers & fog by FUTURE WEAPONS 
SAT GEN eMac endian esis 


5/24 |THE HOP 


9PM 


siz |DEKE DICKERSON 
& THE ECCO-FONICS, 
KAY MARIE 

SIN SISTERS BURLESQUE 


and special guest DJ 


DX THE FUNKY GRANDPAW 
=itielt DUB MISSION present 


5/25 


$11 
poor |(first Bay Area show in two years) 


KUSH ARORA (Surya Dub) 
and DJ SEP 


SWEAT LODGE, 
PANIC IS PERFECT, 
THE MUTINEERS, 
MINI AND THE BEAR 


THE JETHRO 
JEREMIAH BAND 
plus FLEETING TRANCE 


Ae NG 

THU 5/29 AFROLICIOUS 

FRI 5/30 HIP HOP FOR CHANGE: 
RICHIE CUNNING 

SAT 5/31 SWEATER FUNK: 


HOWARD JOHNSON 
SUN 6/1 TR Sc DJ SEP 


MON 6/2 SNFU 
TUE 6/3 ABIGAIL WILLIAMS 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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All About 
the Garage 


By Derek Opperman 
New York: 1977-1987. These 


were the years of the Paradise Garage, 
one of the most important institu- 
tions in the history of dance music. 
The Lower Manhattan nightclub 
hummed with the intense, multigenre 
selections of Larry Levan, who became 
a godlike figure in the world of DJing. 
Though he’s since passed on, Levan 
was responsible for the stewardship of 
“garage,” the post-disco electronic 
sound that’s since come to stand as 
shorthand for New York house music. 
“The Garage” and Levan are both re- 
vered in the dance music world; in the 
years since his tragic death in 1992, 
Levan has since become a figure some- 
where between Jesus and Robert 
Johnson, with the Garage as his liber- 
ated, secular temple. Today, Levan’s 
legacy has been celebrated in a number 
of ways: This month, Red Bull Music 
Academy helped to sponsor a bid to 
name a street after him in New York 
(King Street, where the Paradise Ga- 
rage once stood). Closer to home, how- 
ever, local polysexual party outfit 
Odyssey has decided to take over Beat- 
box for a whole evening of old-school 
partying dedicated to the unique vibe 
and energy of Levan and his beloved 
nightclub. 

“Old-school” is not a term to be 
taken lightly in this context. The Par- 
adise Garage was an after-hours juice 
bar that took advantage of New York 
laws (once also extant in California) 
allowing all-night dancing at venues 
— provided that alcohol was forgone 
in favor of more wholesome fare, like 
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smoothies. Back in the day, these 
“juice bars,” as they were called, 
would open at strange hours; natu- 
rally, Odyssey’s tribute to the Para- 
dise Garage will follow suit. The fes- 
tivities begin promptly at midnight, 
and promise to continue through 
the early morning hours (alcohol will 
be available midnight-2 a.m. and 6 
a.m.-onward. You can thank Califor- 
nia’s liquor laws for that). 

To properly nail the pre-’90s 
feeling, Odyssey is employing a host 
of knowledgeable selectors who'll 
provide a deep soundtrack of Garage 
favorites — including one, Steve 
Fabus, who played at the venue back 
in its late ’70s/early ’80s heyday. The 
others, like New York re-edit veter- 
an Eli Escobar, and S.F. bathhouse 
party academic Bus Station John, 
will offer their own disco-fueled spin 
on things. Of course, this isn’t your 
usual plaid pants and funny wig af- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Werk It! Heidi at Monarch, 9:30 p.m. Fri- 
day, May 23. $15-$20; monarchsf.com 
Not all DJs evoke a sense of fun on the 
dancefloor, but Heidi does. The Canadian ex- 
pat (she lives in London now) built her repu- 
tation off the sweat-drenched house sets she 
plays at Jackathon, her roving party turned 
label. Her specialty, a mixture of contempo- 
rary polish and soulful charm, has made her 
a regular fixture on the Ibiza circuit. 


Icee Hot with Shackleton, Silent Ser- 
vant, and Austin Cesear at Public Works 
10 p.m. Friday, May 23. $10-$20; pub- 
licsf.com 

It's a cross-genre meeting of bleak textures 
at the latest Icee Hot: This month's party 
meshes the dark, polyrhythmic bass experi- 
mentation of old-school UK dubstepper 
Shackleton with the industrial-grade abra- 
sive techno of Los Angeles’ Silent Servant. 
Somewhere between the two (okay, more 
toward the latter) is Austin Cesear, a local 
favorite, who'll be playing his last local 
Show of his own spiky ambient house and 
techno before moving to New York. 


Larry Levan 


fair — expect the real, underground 
sound of Manhattan and house mu- 
sic’s roots, with ’80s proto-electronic 
classics like Peech Boys’ “Don’t Make 
Me Wait” and Eddy Grant’s “Time 
Warp’ sharing equal time with soul- 
ful tracks like Martin Circus’ “Disco 
Circus” and Instant Funk’s “You Get 
My Mind Made Up.” 

Odyssey’s eight-hour affair 
promises the next best thing to an 
experience made inaccessible by the 
march of time. Whether you're new 
to the history of electronic dance 
music in the United States or not, 
this Paradise Garage tribute offers a 
vital, can't-miss trip to the bleeding 
heart of what the scene is, or should 
be, all about. 


Odyssey presents: A Tribute to 
the Paradise Garage at BeatBox 


11:45 p.m. Friday, May 23. $10; 
beatboxsf.com 


Sound Department presents Chymera at 
Monarch, 9 p.m. Saturday, May 24. $10; 
monarchsf.com 

Not all techno is stark, minimalist, or indus- 
trial - in fact, some of it has melody. Chym- 
era, a Berlin artist, specializes in teasing 
out the melodic interplay of his tracks, fus- 
ing the mechanical repetition and futurism 
of the genre with lush, complex synthesizer 
work whose narratives recall techno’'s very 
early Detroit roots. 


Metro Area Live at Cafe Cocomo 

2 p.m. Sunday, May 25. $20; 
cafecocomo.com 

Another one bites the dust: Cafe Cocomo, 
long a San Francisco dance music staple, 
is finally closing its doors. We've been 
warning about it for a while, but this one 
will be the last time Sunset and Stompy 
take the space over for one of their mas- 
Sive bashes. To send it off right, they've 
got legendary New York ‘80s disco revival 
outfit Metro Area - “Miura” is one of the 
best tracks of the 2000s — on deck to 
perform live. 
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668 HAIGHI SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-598-8375 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


sd @DANNYCOVLES 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 5/21 - SATURDAY 5/24 WEDNESDAY 6/4 - SATURDAY 6/7 
FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN! FROM CONAN AND LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


ROBERT HAWKINS Y SCOVEL 


LARRY “BUBBLES” BROWN, GREG EDWARDS BRENDAN LYNCH, MATT LIEB 


THURSDAY 6/12 - SATURDAY 6/14 
FROM FX’S LOUIE AND INSIDE AMY SCHUMER! 


ROBERT 


BRAD TRACKMAN, GARY ANDERSON 


WEDNESDAY 6/18 - SATURDAY 6/21 
FROM NBC’S THE OFFICE AND LETTERMAN! 


MIKE E. WINFIELD 


GEOFF TATE, KASEEM BENTLEY 


FRIDAY 6/27 - SATURDAY 6/28 
FROM E!’S CHELSEA LATELY! 


TUESDAY 5/27 
FROM THUG NOTES! 


GREG EDWARDS 


“aN, _] WEDNESDAY 5/28 - SATURDAY 5/31. 
P| rom een AND ust Conk STON 
a TOMMY JOHNAGIN 


MATT FULCHIRON, RED SCOTT 
TUESDAY 6/3 


DINOSAURS OF COMEDY 
MICHAEL MEEHAN, LARRY BUBBLES BROWN, WOLLACK 
JOHNNY STEELE, AND STEVEN PEARL! BRIAN SCOLARO, MYLES WEBER 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF @ TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ¢ PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM © ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVEAND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
US ON 
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TUESDAY 6/3 - WEDNESDAY 6/4 (a 
DAVID 


SPADE e 


From SNL and Rules of Engagement! 
FRIDAY 6/6 - SATURDAY 6/7 
AISHA 
TYLER 
From Archer and The Talk! 
FRIDAY 6/13 - SUNDAY 6/15 —— 
TIM | 
MEADOWS , 
From Saturday Night Live 
and Mean Girls! 


ACID TRIP Geeta ey 
RU Ue SSL AND DAMIEN LEMON = J 


From MTV's Guy Code! 


THURSDAY 5/22 - | FRIDAY 5/30 - 
SUNDAY 5/25 SUNDAY 6/1 


YANNIS | CHARLIE MURPHY 
PAPPAS 


As seen as “Maurica” 
on YouTube! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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WHEN PUNKS MAKE POP 
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SEE WHAT THE 
‘BUZZ 1S ABOUT! 
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The Return 
of Jess Scott 


By Sam Lefebvre 
In March 2013, Tenderloin 


bar Aunt Charlie’s hosted a rare event. 
Not one of the usual glamorous drag 
galas, but a rock show booked by Jess 
Scott as a farewell before her move to 
New York. Scott carried over gear from 
her practice space next door at Turk 
and Taylor, rigged up a rickety PA, and 
distributed copies of her Make-a-Mess 
fanzine to everyone who passed 
through the door. To enter the bath- 
room, bar patrons surmounted tom- 
toms and amps. Once the secret gig 
was stiflingly packed, Scott led her 
newest band, Flesh World, through 
abraded pop songs spiked by solemn 
leads from guitarist Scott Moore and 
throbbing backbeats from Diane Anas- 
tasio. Then U.K. indie-pop act Golden 
Grrrls played an unannounced set. The 
night bore the taste for pop music pre- 
sented in a punk context that distin- 
guishes Scott’s work. The revelry was 
dimmed a bit, though, because every- 
one knew that the night’s conductor 
was moving away. 

Her departure turned out to be 
only temporary. Scott found it diff- 
cult to commit to new projects, and 
was distracted by a gnawing suspi- 
cion that ending Flesh World was a 
mistake. Ever since her earlier band, 
Brilliant Colors, entered a period of 
inactivity, Flesh World had best em- 
bodied her guiding mantra of punk 
and pop music made by punks. “I 
thought, ‘Why am I moving to New 
York and L.A. and not doing Flesh 
World?” she remembers. 

The band’s songs reconcile fury 
with neatness. Moore's incisive gui- 
tar leads are softened by melodic res- 
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olutions; the harshest feedback finds 
Scott’s voice turned from trenchant 
to wistful. The black clamor and 
bravado of “Sturdy Swiss Hiker” con- 
trasts with “Lost My Heart in Transit 
Thru the Post,” which disintegrates 
into breathy longing and bittersweet 
atmosphere. 

As for punk pedigree, Moore hails 
from the seminal queer hardcore 
band Limp Wrist, and Flesh World’s 
debut EP appeared earlier this year 
on underground English punk label 
La Vida Es Un Mus. On the cover, 
“Flesh World” is set in severe Old En- 
glish lettering atop a grayscale photo 
of two frowning men on a scooter. At 
first, the music seems to clash with 
the packaging. Eventually, though, 
little details on the cover reveal a 
duality between toughness and sen- 
sitivity, hard and soft, just like the 
songs contained within. One boy ac- 
tually clutches a flower in his mouth, 
gripping the other’s thigh with his 
free hand. 

Now 29 years old, Scott grew up in 
the East Bay, attended Mills College, 
and started her first band, Brilliant 
Colors, with Anastasio and Michelle 
Hill. Its debut EP appeared in 2008. 
With concise gusts of glistening gui- 
tar chords and understated vocals, 
Brilliant Colors attracted the prom- 
inent Brooklyn imprint Captured 
Tracks. But the label’s indie-rock 
audiences were too far removed from 
the underground camaraderie Scott 
appreciated in the Bay Area. “It was 
always such a bummer to play cities 
where only ‘pop’ people came out,” 
she says. “If there isn’t a toothless 
maniac who only listens to Finnish 
hardcore, but sings along to [Brilliant 
Colors’] ‘Should I Tell You, then I’m 
just bored.” That perspective, along 
with the music’s thrifty production 
and restraint, aligned Brilliant Col- 
ors better with the Berkeley label 
Slumberland, which released its two 
albums. Slumberland’s catalog is full 
of musicians boldly fusing punk’s 
rigid independence and scrappy ur- 
gency with a penchant for saccharine 
hooks. 


Scott also used Brilliant Colors as 


a platform to share her affinities as a 
fan, and to hone her visual aesthetic. 
The cover art for its 2010 7-inch, 
“Never Mine,’ mimicked the jacket 
of a 1980 EP by Desperate Bicycles, 
an obscure and idiosyncratic English 
pop group known for self-releasing 
records and imploring other bands 
to do the same. Scott’s own art for 
Brilliant Colors records used minimal 
illustrations and collapsing letters, 
often treated to the controlled decay 
of a photocopier. 

She brought that avid fandom 
and attention to graphics to Make-a- 
Mess, the tiny record label that issued 
debut albums by local figureheads 
White Fence, Grass Widow, and 
Rank/Xerox. Founded by Eric Butter- 
worth in 2007, Scott came on board 
in 2010. Make-a-Mess was an outlet 
for their friends’ music that focused 
on individual releases, rather than 
its own brand. Some releases don’t 
even bear the record label’s name, 
but Scott’s ethos courses throughout 
the discography. Make-a-Mess’ last 
release was Get Shot, a book of pho- 
tography by Martin Sorrondeguy, 
vocalist of storied hardcore bands Los 
Crudos and Limp Wrist. As a docu- 
ment of his lifelong immersion in the 
punk scene, it’s an apt bookend for 
Make-a-Mess — a visual love letter 
to punk to cap a discography of shim- 
mering love songs by punks. 

This April, Flesh World played its 
first local show since Scott’s return. 
Beforehand, she sat down in Aunt 
Charlie’s and, much like a year earlier, 
prepared to haul her gear out from 
Turk and Taylor next door and load 
it into a cab headed for the Hemlock. 
She praised the standard doubles 
poured by the familiar bartender, as 
if she'd nearly forgotten them. San 
Francisco is a maelstrom of change, 
but it’s still the best place to challenge 
genre orthodoxy, Scott says — still a 
haven for “filthy fucking punks who 
love anything for $5 at the door.” 


Flesh World 


With Tony Molina and Bug Eyes. 8 
p.m. Wednesday, May 28, at El Rio. 
$8; elriosf.com. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F..CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CLUBS 
WEDNESDAY 5/21 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Brendan 
Getzell, Mr. Kind, Miss Erma, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 5/21 


Fats Waller's Birthday with Dan Hicks & The 
Hot Licks: 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, S.F. 

Hellogoodbye: W/ Vacationer, Heavenly Beat, 
8 p.m., $16. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, S.F. 

Ledisi: W/ Robert Glasper Experiment., 8 p.m., 
$35.50-$55.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
SF 

Princess: An Evening of the Music of Prince with 
Maya Rudolph & Gretchen Lieberum, plus DJ 
Omar, 9 p.m., $40-$52. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, S.F. 


THURSDAY 5/22 


Band of Skulls: W/ Deap Vally, 8 p.m., $22.50-$25. 
The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, S.F. 

Miguel Zen6n with Danilo Perez: 7:30 p.m., $18- 
$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, S.F. 

Panda Bear: W/ Peaking Lights, 8 p.m., $25-$35 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

The Sarajevo Haggadah: People of the Book: 
Multimedia performance featuring Merima 
KljuDo, Seth Knopp, Bart Woodstrup, and Derek 
Goldman, 6:30 p.m., $20 (includes museum 
admission). Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
736 Mission, S.F. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured pianist Yuja 
Wang, 8 p.m., $15-$171. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, S.F. 


FRIDAY 5/23 


California Roots Music & Arts Festival: W/ SOJA, 
Steel Pulse, J Boog, Katchafire, Stick Figure, Pas- 
safire, B-Side Players, Cisco Adler, Kimie, Maoli, 
The Expanders, The Simpkin Project, Bumpin’ 
Uglies, The Steppas, The StirCrazies, Reeform, 
Tla.m., $65-$160. Monterey Fairgrounds, 2004 
Fairground Road, Monterey. 

Kid Cudi: W/ G-Eazy, 8 p.m., $49.50 advance. Bill 
Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, S.F. 

Miguel Zenon Quartet with Tito Matos & Viento 
de Agua: 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, S.F. 

Romeo Santos: 8 p.m., $39.50-$179.50 advance. 
Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured pianist Yuja 
Wang, 8 p.m., $15-$171. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Suzanne Vega: W/ Ari Hest, 9 p.m., $36. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 


SATURDAY 5/24 


California Roots Music & Arts Festival: W/ Rebe- 
lution, Ziggy Marley, Iration, Zion I, Alborosie, 
Nahko & Medicine for the People, Aer, Los Rakas, 
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Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Lower, Cold Beat, 
Mansion, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Baths, Young 
Fathers, P. Morris, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. The ChesSlayers, 
The Suicide Notes, Sex Crime, Rock N Roll Adventure 
Kids, 9:30 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Hungry Skinny, Modern Kicks, 
The Quiet Men, The Tropics, 8 p.m., $5. 

Slim's: 333 tith St., S.F. Brody Dalle, 8 p.m., $14. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Their/They're/There, 
Creative Adult, The Down House, 8 p.m., $13. 


DANCE 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Jessy Lanza, 
Saint Pepsi, Face Tat, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ 
DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, S.F. ‘Electro Pop Rocks,” 18+ 
dance night with Chase & Status, Ape Drums, more, 
9 p.m., $15+ advance. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Lezether Strip, Inhalt, 
Scott Arford, plus DJs Josh Cheon, Crackwhore, and 
Unit 77, 9 p.m., $13-S16. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Housepitality,”” w/ Eddie C, 
Joel Conway, Sean Murray, Fil Latorre, Easy Killer, 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 


Cas Haley, Katastro, Saritah, True Press, Ojo 
de Buey, Tatanka, PapaFish, Dewey & The Peo- 
ples, 11 a.m., $65-$160. Monterey Fairgrounds, 
2004 Fairground Road, Monterey. 

Carnaval S.F. 2014: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., free. Harrison 
Street, (between 16th and 23rd Sts.), S.F. 

Miguel Zenon Quartet with Luciana Souza: 7:30 
p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, S.F. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$25. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., S.F. 

Santa Cruz Blues Festival: W/ Gregg Allman, 
Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue, Tab Benoit, 
Dave Alvin & Phil Alvin with the Guilty Ones, Nikki 
Hill, 11 a.m., $25-$190. Aptos Village Park, 100 
Aptos Creek Road, Aptos. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured pianist Yuja 
Wang, 8 p.m., $15-$171. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, S.F. 


SUNDAY 5/25 


Backstreet Boys: W/ Avril Lavigne, 7:30 p.m., 
$23-$172 advance. Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 
Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 

California Roots Music & Arts Festival: W/ Damian 
“Jr. Gong” Marley, 311, Pepper, The Green, Groun- 
dation, The Movement, New Kingston, Hirie, 
Micah Brown, Beyond | Sight, Krooked Treez, 
Clear Conscience, Black Salt Tone, IrieFuse, 
White Glove Service, 11 a.m., $65-$160. Monterey 
Fairgrounds, 2004 Fairground Road, Monterey. 

Dmitri Hvorostovsky with Ivari Ilja: 8 p.m., $15- 
$96. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

KBLX Stone Soul Concert: W/ Gladys Knight, The 
O'Jays, Freddie Jackson, Faith Evans, The S.0.S. 
Band, 12 p.m., $54.75-$166 advance. Concord 
Pavilion, 2000 Kirker Pass, Concord. 

Miguel Zenon Quartet with Pedrito Martinez: 7 
p.m., $18-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, S.F. 

Santa Cruz Blues Festival: W/ Chris Isaak, Vintage 
Trouble, Jackie Greene, Rich Robinson, Ana 
Popovic, 11. a.m., $25-$190. Aptos Village Park, 
100 Aptos Creek Road, Aptos. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured pianist Yuja 
Wang, 2 p.m., $15-$171. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Sonu Nigam: 7:30 p.m., $37.50-$523.90 advance. 
SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 


MONDAY 5/26 


First Aid Kit: W/ Willy Mason, 8 p.m., sold out. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 


TUESDAY 5/27 


Die Antwoord: 8 p.m., $30-$42 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

Elbow: W/ John Grant, 8 p.m., $32.50. Fox Theater 
- Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Rodriguez: W/ LP, 8 p.m., sold out. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, S.F. 
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WE AHE THE Cll 


FRIDAY, JULY 11. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 28 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $49.50 


HUGH LAURIE 


ee 
BOTTOM BAND 


MONDAY, JUNE 2 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


KELIS 


SUNDAY, JUNE 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


Relcl ie 


QUEST - CASTRO 


SATURDAY, JUNE 14 


DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $25.00 


METRONOMY 


CLOUD CONTROL 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


LEE FIELDS & 


THE EXPRESSIONS 


ticketmaster.com 


THURSDAY, MAY 22 THURSDAY! 


7 a 2} | 


Val te oon 


ll 


TUESDAY, JULY 8 
DOORS 6:30/ SHOW 7:30 ¢ $32.50 


CHEVELLE 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 9 


DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 ¢ $22.50 


MKTO 


SATURDAY, JULY 12 
1DXO16) SE YAN) 5 (OVEN YOR! 


XAVIER 
RUDD 


ASH GRUNWALD 


SATURDAY, JULY 19 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $39.50 


JIMMY 
CLIFF 


FRIDAY, AUGUST I 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $22.50 


REAL 
Ay: 


UES, Cx Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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FRI, MAY 23 
SAN FRANPSYCHO PRESENTS 
PAPA 


THE TAMBO RAYS 
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TUE, MAY 27 4 


PARQUET COURTS / 
CR HEADCLEANER, SCRAPER 


SAT, MAYS] 


SLUSCIOUS JACKSON 
= DJ ADW.YOUNG 


TUE, JUNE 3 
IRD SHOW ADDED! DOOM ABUSE TOUR 


THE FAINT 
REPTAR, DARREN KEEN 


WED, JUNE 4 


TRANS AM 
GOLDEN VOW, DEATH CHEETAH 


THU, JUNE 5 
TIMBER TIMBRE 
TASSEOMANCY 

FRI, JUNE 6 

DEAD WINTER 
CARPENTERS 

HILLS TOMP 

TV MIKE AND THE SCARECROWES 


FRI, JUNE 13 
DIRTY DOZEN 

B BAND 

ZIGABOO MODEUSTE AND 

THE MEW AAHICESSTRA 

D) HARRY DUNCAN 

SAT, JUME 14 

A SPECIAL jMURSDAT! PERFORMANCE 
MURS 

jMAYDAY!, AMD A SPECIAL 
|MURSDAY! PERFORMANCE 

SUM, JUNE 15 

BROWNOUT PRESENTS 
BROWN SABBATH 
WOM, JUNE 16 

SAGE FRANCIS 

#. DOLAN 

WED, JUNE 18 

LUCIANO 

RONIK 

THU, PUNE 19 


JESSICA LEA MAYFIELD 
ISRAEL NASH, JOM GUNTOM 
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pMITIIOW ete) Limelto bLATIiMNG 
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WED, JUNE 11 
JOLIE HOLLAND 


THU, JUNE 12 
ELECTRIC SIX 
YIP DECEIVER 
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| SAT 5.24 cae a 
\! LIFE . 
)| W/ STEVE e eotl « 
i SMOOTH 


FRI 5.23 

TEMPLE AND SOCIAL 

SF PRESENT 

MAJOR RAGER 

W/ ANDY CALDWELL 


FRI 5.30 
SOUL KRUSH 
& TEMPLE SF PRESENT 


MICHAEL 
CALFAN 


UPCOMING ‘TEMPLE For wr, BACHELORETTES OR ANY foPen ol 


LARGE GROUP PLEASE E-MAIL: 


FOR VIP BOTTLE SERVICE PLEASE EMAIL: ep : oA TEM PLESF 


RSVP HERE FOR COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO TEMPLE & 


_ SAT 5.31 
, TEMPLE SATURDAYS 


'W/ SUNS OF ° o.0 
TEMPLE Wid 


PAINTINGHETO 
THEBPEOPLE 


PLOPLE. PRONTO PARTY 


MOclPN BRING THIS AD FOR 


70 OFF 
DOLZG% 
YOUR PURCHASE 


ae 


E-CIGARETTES VAPORIZERS E-JUICE 


your modern smoking, alternative 
; MODS & ACCESSORIES 


19 W 25th Avenue, San Mateo, CA 94403 | 650.577.0577 | www.modvape.net 


See the Greatest Treasure Find in U.S. History! 
The Saddle Ridge Coin Treasure! 


On May 27th, San Francisco Museum and Historical Society will host 
an exhibit of the Saddle Ridge Hoard coins and artifacts, followed 
by an auction featuring a Hoard coin, an 1874-S $20 gold piece, and 
several gold and silver Old Mint commemorative coins. Discovered in 
February 2015 in California Gold Country, the treasure is the greatest 


buried treasure find in U.S. history, and worth over $11million. 


Admission: $10.00 

Exhibit: 7:50-8:50pm | Auction: 8:50-9:00pm 
The Old Mint 

88 Fifth Street at Mission 

San Francisco, CA, 94103 

I hebioy meek: Ha leyes 

info@sfhistory.org 

(415) 557-1105, ext 100 | www.sfhistory.org 
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(oe) id Malo ot- hel un g-nacitciccem \VAOTs\-10heem-Remnalom\VOnelre 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Flashback,” ‘90s rave 
night with DJs Method One, M27, Paucus, and Ben 
Deploy, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. Peaking Lights, Mister Lies, 
Push the Feeling DJs, 9 p.m., $12 advance. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Booty Call," w/ Juanita More, 
Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 


ACOUSTIC 


Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, S.F. Craig Ventresco & 
Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Gayle Lynn & The Hired 
Hands, Katie Holman, Bias Tape, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, S.F. Steph Wells, Abby 
Frenes, 8:15 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Michael Mullen, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F. “Cat's Corner,’ 9 p.m., $10. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, S.F. Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fri- 
days, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Citizen's Jazz, 6 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. Panique, Third 
Wednesday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free/donation. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. Fran Sholly, 
8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. 
Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 

Union Square Park: 333 Post, S.F. The Klipptones, 
12:30 p.m., free; SFSU Afro-Cuban Jazz Ensemble, 
6 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Jane Mon- 
heit: “Hello Bluebird: Celebrating the Jazz of Judy 
Garland,” 8 p.m., $25. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Amanda King, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. ‘“Baobab!,"’ timba 
dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. “Bachatalicious,” w/ 
DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m. continues through 
June 1, $5-$10. 


BLUES 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Big Bones & Chris 
Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Leah Tysse, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


EI! Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Images, Grex, Dapplegray, 
8 p.m., $5-$10. 


SOUL 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. ‘‘Soul Train 


Revival," w/ Ziek McCarter, Third Wednesday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Color Me Badd,” coloring 
books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ Alarm, 
Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 5:30-9:30 
p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 5/22 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. ‘Mods v. Rockers,” w/ 10 
Foot 5, The Pleasure Routine, plus DJs Shameless, 
Older Brother, and Dutch Crunch, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Nikki Hill, 9:30 
p.m., $10 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Matt Pond PA, 
The Lighthouse & The Whaler, Kyle M. Terrizzi, 9 
p.m., $14-$16. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Black Flag, 
Cinema Cinema, Violence Creeps, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Wake Owl, Mimicking 
Birds, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Converse San Francisco: 838 Market, S.F. “Converse 
Rubber Tracks,” w/ A Million Billion Dying Suns, DJ 
Vin Sol, 6 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., S.F. DevilDriver, Whitechapel, 
Carnifex, Revocation, Rivers of Nihil, Fit for an 
Autopsy, 6:30 p.m., $22-$25. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Moonbell, Balms, Black 
Is Bright, Dissolve, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Midnight Thieves, Animal 
Super Species, Kavarzee, Sugar Sauce, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. San Francisco Popfest 
2014: Dressy Bessy, Dreamdate, Swiftumz, Monster 
Treasure, 9:30 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. The City: S.F. Sounds, w/ Turn 
Me On Dead, Revenant, 7-10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. Pansy Division, Zbérnak, 
Mufiecas, Clutch the Pearls, 9 p.m., $8. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F. Black Cobra, The Cutthroats 
9, Arabrot, 8 p.m., $16. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. The Briefs, Night 
Birds, Western Addiction, Ruleta Rusa, 9 p.m., $13. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. “Heist S.F.," w/ 
Pelussje, Goldenchyld, DeeJay Rcade, Yo! Santos, 
9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. ‘“Tubesteak 
Connection," w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “iPan Dulce!,"’ 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Class of 1984,” ‘80s night 
with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous 
Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “XO,” w/ DJs Astro &>> 





Solo Animal 


PANDA BEAR 


With Peaking Lights. 8 p.m. Thursday, May 22, 

at the Fillmore. $35; thefillmore.com. 

It’s generally understood that the Bay Area is a forceful creative cultivator, 
but when, in 2011, Baltimore’s Animal Collective blocked out three re- 


hearsal days at the Phoenix Theater in Petaluma to write new material fol- 
lowing up its hugely successful album Merriweather Post Pavilion, the result 
was Centipede Hz, a scattered, flat affair. Panda Bear to the rescue: That 
same exact week, the Animal Collective member released Tomboy, which 
continued his reign as the group’s most atmospheric harmonist. Never one 


to look back, expect new material when Panda Bear returns to the Bay Area 
this week. Gabe Meline 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


THE WARFIELD 


ESSENCE 


Tit REGENCY BALLROOM 


— 


j 
: ) -* 
> - r: % .' 


THE TRUTH TOUR es 5 


TN re BC 


ON SALE NOW!) Se 


| OCTOBER-17 


DOUNOBO 


with DARK SKY (DJ SET) 


STEVE Be 
HACKETT 


GENESIS EXTENDED 


SRS PE NICK GAVEs 


ON SALE THURSDAY! - « Y 
pel 1=14°0/ a ry 


TECH NONE 
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Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., S.F. “8bitSF,” w/ Mega Ran, 
Dual Core, Big Al, 8 p.m., $8-$11. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Afrolicious,’”’ w/ DJs Plea- 
suremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. ‘Ritual: 4-Year Anniversary,” 
w/ The Others, Matty G, Perkulator, Intellitard, 
Nebakaneza, Mr. Kitt, Johnny5, RyuRy, Bessed Drest, 
Lud Dub, 10 p.m., $10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “Ryze,” w/ Taster Peter, Lisa 
Rose, Sean Murray, Lt. Daan, Ben Seagren, 9 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘Night Fever,” 
9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F. “Luft,” w/ Michael Mayer, 
Blu Farm, MPHD, 9 p.m., $16.50 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Advance,” w/ Teleport, 
Rom, Professor Bang, Ricky Switch, Shadow Spirit, 
MC Joe Mousepad, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Popscene 2004: A 
Millennium Indie Dance Party,” w/ Aaron Axelsen, 
DJ Omar, Miles the DJ, 9 p.m., $7. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “Torg,"’ w/ Ummet Ozcan, 


Connor Cruise, 9 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Hypnaughtyk,” w/ 
Metadekk, 8 p.m., $5 (free before 9 p.m.). 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. ‘Base: Touch of Class Records 
Showcase,” w/ Michael Tello, Ray Zuniga (aka Signal 
Flow), 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Future Flavas," w/ DJ 
Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Peaches,” w/ lady DJs 
DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, 
and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 

SPARC: 1256 Mission, S.F. Bayonics, Rojai, Mars Today, 
9 p.m., free with RSVP (required). 


ACOUSTIC 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. William Fitz- 
simmons, Ben Sollee, 8 p.m., $25. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, S.F. Salt & Sage, Bonnie 
Sun, 8:15 p.m., $10. 


Dedicated to rare, small-hatch 
Sierra Nevada beers. 


2031 Fourth Street, Berkeley | 510.647.3439 
Tuesday-Saturday | 1iam—8&pm 
Sunday | 12pm-spm 


SIERRANEVADA.COM 
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The Royale: 800 Post, S.F. Meredith Axelrod Trio, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. The Monroe Trio, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Joe Baer 
Magnant Group, 8 p.m.., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba 
Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, S.F. Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fri- 
days, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Nocoasters, 7 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. Charlie Hunter 
& Scott Amendola, 7 & 8:45 p.m., $20-$25. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. Patrick Cress’ 
Telepathy, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Shannon Wolfe 
& Grant Levin, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Jane Mon- 
heit: “Hello Bluebird: Celebrating the Jazz of Judy 
Garland,” 8 & 10 p.m., $21-$27. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m.., free. 
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FRI MAY 23 - SPM 
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN 


__ 
SAT MAY 24 - 8:30PM 


Ue Se 
ae 
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FRI MAY 30 9PM 
LE1F & BRENMAR 


SAT MAY 31 - SPM 
DIEGO'S UMBRELLA 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. Somos el Son, DJ El de 
la Clave, 8 p.m., $12. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. Gary Flores & 
Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Rae Gordon Band, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. David M’ore, 4 p.m.; Cathy 
Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. The Country Casanovas, 
8 p.m., free. 

McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk, S.F. ‘Twang Honky 
Tonk,” w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and Honky 
Tonk Henry, 7 p.m. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Honky Tonk 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
WED 5/21 7PM, $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


itt 


THU 9/22 7PM $22 ADV / $27 DOOR 


WED 6/4 7PM $18 ror oo 
YOUNG DUBLINERS 

FAMILIAR LOOKING ST NGERS. 

FRIG/6 8PM $30 ADV / $34 DOOR 


THETUBES 
SAT 6/7 8PM $15 ADV / $20 DOOR 


a a 


WORKINGMAN’S DEAD & AMERICAN 
BEAUTY, RECREATED NOTE FOR NOTE 


Thursdays,” w/ DJ Juan Burgandy, 9 p.m.., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, S.F. Beast Nest, Bill 
Baird, Pauchi Sasaki, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FRIDAY 5/23 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. French Cassettes, 
Black Cobra Vipers, Elskling, DJ Honeycomb Brown, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. The Avengers, Kicker, 
California, Stranded Records DJs, 9 p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., S.F. Parallels, Breakdown 
Valentine, The Trims, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 8:30 
p.m., $10-$13. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Protomartyr, Synthetic 
ID, Life Stinks, Meercaz, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. North American Scum, 
Boob Tube Armada, Pickle Horse, 9 p.m., $8. 


tia- 
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FRI MAY 30 / 9:30 PM 
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AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - 8:30P 


CLUB OPEN DAILY 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 
MONARCHSF.COM 
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The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Papa, The Tambo 
Rays, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. San Francisco Popfest 
2014: The Mantles, Rocketship, Boyracer, The Softies, 
8 p.m., $18-$20. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, S.F. Hemorage, Let It Burn, Sharkfin, A 
Dying Sun, ExSxJ, 8 p.m., $5-$20. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. XXYYXX, Djemba Djemba, 
Doshy, Insightful, Nightwave, Mikos Da Gawd, Dailon, 
Bedrokk, 10 p.m., $17.50+ advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. Andhim, Quinn 
Jerome, Bob Campbell, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., S.F. “Odyssey: A Tribute to the 
Paradise Garage,” w/ DJs Eli Escobar, Bus Station 
John, Steve Fabus, Stanley Frank, and Robin Simmons 
(event runs midnight-8 a.m.), 11:59 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Manimal,” 9 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Boy Bar,” w/ DJ Matt 
Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. ‘Dark Shadows: 3-Year Anni- 
versary,’’ w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Melting Girl, Joe 
Radio, and Owen, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “FT.S.: For the Story,’ 10 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., S.F. “So Stoked 14," w/ 
Re-Con, John Beaver, SwitchBlade, No Left Turn, 
Saphyre, Mr. Brandon, Sneakerz, Tranz Am, Raid Zero, 
Jiddu Proletariat, more, 7 p.m., $15-$25. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Friday Live: Space Biscuit, DJ 
Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. ‘120 Minutes," w/ Santa 
Muerte, Chauncey CC, guests, 10 p.m. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. Sidney Samson, Festiva, The 
Schmidt, Meshna, 9 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Giorgio’s Junk Shop 
Disco," w/ DJs Omar, Eric, Jodie Artichoke, Too Tall 
Dee Dee, and Medium Rare, 10 p.m., $3-$5. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “HYSL: Handle Your Shit 
Lady," 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘Il D the ‘90s,” 
w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny Phono, Fourth 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


COME AS YOU ARE OR DRESS UP IN CREATIVE 
PROM ATTIRE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN: 
PROM QUEEN / KING / BEST COUPLE 
» $100 CASH PRIZES FOR EACH! 


11PM: MASHUP PROM BAND: 


SMASH-UP 
DERBY 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D 
FAROFF 
DJ JIMI G 


LOUNGE: 


A.D.D. 


ATTENTION DEFICIT DISCO 
with O&: DENSTROT 


Tame) 2,4 
with 0. KEITH KRAFT 
DAZZLE ROOM: 


CIRQUE DU CLICHE 


DJs: AIRSUN & CHUCKY BROWN 


SATURDAY MAY 24 


FOUR ROOMS + ONE PRICE! 
575 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARARSON, SF. 23+ w/ © 


WEF TEES « 51) SEP UF 


M GOO TIES OOM 
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GETGPS DIRECTIONS TO THE CLUS 


BROWSE FOOD AND ORINK MENUS 
SUBMIT RSVP FORMS FOR YOUR PARTY 
RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIP INFORMATION 
CHECK IN TO RECEIVE LOYALTY POINTS 


PUSH NOTIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 


Ai , a | 


650 Howard Street « 415.536.0300 


www.goldclubsf.com @goldclubsf #goldclubsf 


es e _ 
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NBA/NHL PLAYOFFS 
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HOT SINCE 82 


BETA 


ALSO FEATURI DJS FROM 
SPACE COWBOYS - DISTRIKT - DUSTY RHINO 
PINK MAMMOTH - BRASS TAX - AND MORE 


ALL THAT & A BAG OF CHIPS SUNIGHT: BIG PHONE - CHRISTOPHER WILLITS 
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RESONATE: JO DEF TAUT: GROWWLER 
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Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F. “Daylight,” w/ DJs Sake 
One, J-Boogie, and Vikter Duplaix, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Werk It!," w/ Heidi, Kadee- 
jah Streets, DJ M3, Sharon Buck, 9:30 p.m., $10-$20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “All That and a Bag of Chips: 
A Really Phat Queer ‘90s Party,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot, 
Chelsea Starr, and Lady Ryan (in the OddJob Loft), 10 
p.m., $5-$10; “Icee Hot,” w/ Shackleton, Silent Ser- 
vant, Austin Cesear, Ghosts on Tape, Shawn Reynaldo, 
DJ Will (in the main room), 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Andy Moor, 9 p.m., $15- 
$20 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. “Bear-O-Meter,” w/ DJ 
Eur-0-Steve, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Darling Nikki,” w/ DJs 
Durt, Finn, and Andre, 9 p.m., $5. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, S.F. “Spin,” 
w/ Ross.FM, Frank Nitty, Reflecta, Russ Mack, more, 
10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “#MajorRager,” w/ Andy Cald- 
well, St. John, Jackanapes, J. Espinosa, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. “Project X,” w/ Nina Sky, Kid 
Vicious, Amy Robbins, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, S.F. “Trap + Art: Tribute - 
Notorious B.I.G.,"" w/ DJ Criddy, 10 p.m., $20. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “#Flow,’’ w/ The Whooligan 
& Mikos Da Gawd, Fourth Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., free befoe 11 p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Triple Threat DJs Shortkut, Apollo, 
and Vinroc, 9 p.m., free before midnight with RSVP. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Idle Warship 
(Talib Kweli & Res), 8 & 10 p.m., $24-$32. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Lesley Greer, 7 p.m. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, S.F. The Sandy Tar 
String Band, The Creak, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, S.F. The Demons | Knew, 
Andrew St. James, 8:15 p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Moonshiner Collective, Lucas 
Ohio, Logan Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., S.F. Hot Club of Cowtown, Front 


6} ONA 


LOUNGE 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 
SS MAY 22 


W. CARNIFEX, REVOCATION, 
RIVERS OF NIHIL, FIT FOR AN AUTOPSY 
FRIDAY MAY 23 

PARALLELS 

W/ BREAKDOWN VALENTINE, 
THE TRIMS, DJ AARON AXELSEN 
yy WP ae Te) 


W/ MILES THE DJ & SPLIT 
SUNDAY JUNE 1 
CHERRI BOMB 
rN le) qa 5 Vere) es 
W/ OH THE HORROR 
HERO TO FALL, _THE CHAPTERS 
MONDAY JUNE 
TUM 5a -J-{efe) = TIGER 
W/ THE NIGHT FALLS, 
THE IMPERSONATION 
AIR SURGEON, MOCK bees 
WEDNESDAY JUN 
THE GE vaxelatls ait 
20 YEARS OF DEPRAVITY TOUR 
THURSDAY JUNE 5 
TERMI TN Kel: pneleo} 
eles Sa eae =] Nd 
FRIDAY JUNE 
POINT BREAK LIVE! 
PX ey 
FRIDAY JUNE G 
Pil-amy, eye 
W/ J. LATELY, DJ ASPECT 
WEDNESDAY JUNE 11 
WORN EMENY 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS TBA 
THURSDAY JUNE 12 
NEARTH 
W/ TEXAS IN JULY, CRUEL HAND, 
ARMED FOR APOCOLYPSE 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 


415-626-1409 
ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 





MUSIC 


High-Level Rocking 


PINK MOUNTAINTOPS 


Mandy-Lyn Antoniou 


With Giant Drag. 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 28, 

at the Chapel. $14; thechapelsf.com. 

The retro trend in modern rock continues with Pink Mountaintops. Band- 
leader Steve McBean, also the man behind the noisy folk-metal band Black 
Mountain, assembled a diverse cast of indie rock superstars to create his 
latest opus, Get Back. The record dives deep into rock’s traditional preoccu- 
pation with sex and drugs and teenage excess to scramble together sounds 
from ’50s doo-wop and proto-R&B to 90s grunge for a head-crushing, gui- 
tar-fueled exploration of our most exhilarating, uncontainable impulses. If 
the live band can create half of the energy of the album, you'll be in for an 
unforgettable evening. Opening act Giant Drag, fronted by the celebrated 
Annie Hardy, is just as intense in its own low-key manner. J. Poet 


Country, The Blackberry Bushes Stringband, 9 
p.m., $26. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Mean to Me, Fourth 
Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Chuck Peterson 
Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., 
$10 suggested donation per adult. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Ike Stubblefield 
with Eddie Robert, Jermal Watson, and Joe Cohen, 
9:30 p.m., $20 advance. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Jerry Oakley Trio, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, S.F. Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fri- 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


4 POOL TABLES ¢ BEER PONG 


30 BEERS ON TAP 
NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


"JUST aan AVE | 7 CAMBON DR 
415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 














days, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Hard Bop Collective, 8 
p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. Jimmy Grant 
Ensemble, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Wil Blades & Jack 
Tone Riordan, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, S.F. The Knew Quartet, 9 p.m. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, 
S.F. Doug Goodkin & The Pentatonics: “Flowers for 
Florence,” 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. Black 
Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Paris-Dakar African 
Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 
Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. Taste Fridays, featuring 


THE 


poy. \ ole) 


(415) 989-7666 © 12PM - 2AM 


WED 5/21 LEAH TYSSE 
THU 5/22 DAVID MORE (4-8PM) 
CATHY LEMONS (9:30-1AM) 

FRI 5/23 FREDDIE ROULETTE (4-8PM) 
RON THOMPSON (9:30-1AM} 

SAT 5/24 DAVE WORKMAN (4-8PM} 


BARRY “THE FISH” MELTON BAND (9:30-1AM) 


SUN 5/25 BLUES POWER (4-8PM) 


THE DOOR SLAMMERS (9:30-1AM) 


MON 5/26 PETER LINDMAN (4-8PM} 
THE BACHELORS (9:30-1AM} 
TUES 5/27 POWELL STREET BLUES BAND 


1232 Grant Avenue _ 


between Columbus and Vallejo 
in the scenic | heart of N of b North Beach 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


local cuisine tastings, salsa bands, dance lessons, 
and more, 7:30 p.m. continues through June 1, $15 
(free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. VibraSON, 
10 p.m. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, S.F. Cuban 
Night with Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., $15-$18. 


REGGAE 


Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Christopher Martin, 
plus DJs Smoky, Green B, Slim, and Daneekah, 9 
p.m., $20-$35. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. The Jarekus 
Singleton Band, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Tab 
Benoit, Chris Cobb Band, Home, 9 p.m., $22-$25. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Freddie Roulette, 4 p.m.; 
Ron Thompson, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “Loose Joints,” 
w/ DJs Centipede, Damon Bell, and Tom Thump, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. Fourth Fridays 
Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, Fourth Friday of 
every month. 


SATURDAY 5/24 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, S.F. Hornss, Slow Season, 
Black Prism, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Sea Lioness, 
Identical Homes, Ilya, Sunny Jim Brown, 9 p.m., $10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “The Hop,” w/ Deke 
Dickerson & The Ecco-Fonics, Kay Marie, Sin Sisters 
Burlesque, DJ dX, 9 p.m., $12. 

Explorist International: 3174 24th St., S.F. San Fran- 
cisco Popfest 2014: The How, Imaginary Pants, 3 
p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. San Francisco Popfest 
2014: Bart & Friends, Bilinda Butchers, Fine Steps, 
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Sad Numbers, Marine Life, 8 p.m., $12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Will Weston, The Beg- 
gars Who Give, The Go Ahead, 9 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Frehley'’s Vomet, 
Carousel, Hot Lunch, 6 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Winter, Friends W/0 Benefits, 
8 p.m., $5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Matter, Belle 
Noire, Articles, One Hundred Percent, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slim's: 333 ith St., S.F. This Charming Band, Temptation, 
Full Fathom Five, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. lan Curtis Memorial 
Show, benefit for the 2014 S.F. AIDS Ride with Dead 
Souls, Roadside Memorial, The Ink Bats, DJ Sage, 
9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., S.F. Funkagenda, Tosic, 
Brenn Wilson, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., S.F. “Bearracuda: Underwear 
Night,” w/ DJs Brian Maier & Medic, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. ““Sixxteen: America’s Rock 
‘n’ Roll Nite Club," w/ DJs Jackie Sugarlumps, Galine 
Modmoiselle, Derek See, Medium Rare, Lacy Lust, 
Omar, Jenny, Creepy B, and James David, 10 p.m., $10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., S.F. “Bootie S.F.,"” w/ 
Smash-Up Derby, A+D, Faroff, Jimi G, Dcnstrct, 
Becky Knox, Keith Kraft, Sharon Buck, Airsun, Chucky 
Brown, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “The Sound of Tomorrow,” w/ 
Louis Futon, starRo, J-Louis, Dailon, 28 Mansions, 
9 p.m., $5-$15. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Sohn, Mr. Little 
Jeans, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘“Blunted Funk,” 
w/ resident DJs Sneak-E Pete & Chilipino, Fourth 
Saturday of every other month, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. DJ David Harness, 10 p.m., free 
before midnight with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Sound Department 010,” 
w/ Chymera, Craig Kuna, William Wardlaw, 9 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Club 1994,” w/ DJ Vin 
Sol, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 
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Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. ATB, 9 p.m., $35-$40 
advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. “Sadistic Saturdays: 1-Year 
Anniversary,” w/ DJ Mystic Ray, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Electric WKND: A Tribute 
to Yeah Yeah Yeahs," w/ The Certain People Crew, 
10 p.m., free. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, S.F. “Show- 
time,” w/ DJs Michael Anthony, Didje Kelly, B Smiley, 
and Taj, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. with RSVP. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Life,” w/ Steve Smooth, 
10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Sex Panther, 10 p.m., $10- 
$30. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Nice,” w/ DJ Apollo, Fourth 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F. “Trust,” w/ DJs Gold- 
enchyld, Platurn, and Cutso, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
10:30 p.m.). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. DJ Quik, Andre Truth, 9 


p.m., $20-$35. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “Fresh Fruit," w/ DJs 
Rich Medina, King Most, Leydis, and Mr. E, 9 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Songwriters in 
the Round with Alex Jimenez, Ziva, The Welcome 
Matt, 7 p.m. 

Exit Theatre: 156 Eddy, S.F. Songwriter Saturdays: 
DIVAfest Edition, w/ She the Wolf, Melissa Lyn, Erma, 
Kendra McKinley, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Pa’ina: 1865 Post, S.F. Ukulenny, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. The Sandy Tar String 
Band, 9 p.m., $7. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. “Jazz Club Saturday 
Nights," w/ Jay Sanders, Charles Thomas, Vinnie 
Rodriguez, and Michael Parsons, 8 p.m., $8-$15 
sliding scale. 


cecesees GET TICKETS AT yOShiS.COm «-+-e-e-- 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed-Thu, May 21-22 


7. JANE MONHEIT 
SINGS JUDY GARLAND 


Fri, May 28 - open dance floor 


a IDLE WARSHIP 


feat. Talib Kweli & Res 


Sat, May 24 - “Ghostbusters” - 30th Anniversary 
“A Woman Needs Love,” You Can’t Change That,” “Jack & Jill” 


RAY PARKER JR. 


Mon, May 26 - World-jazz acoustic guitarists 


SU aa 


plus Peppino d’Agostino 


THE TOMMY IGOE BIG BAND 


feat. snare drum legend SCOTT JOHNSON (Scojo) 


Wed-Sat, May 28-31 
‘ Bay Area’s own neo-soul singer-singer 
i GOAPELE 


Sun, Jun 1 


OZ NOY 


feat. Oteil Burbridge (bass, of Allman Brothers) 
& Keith Carlock (drums, of Steely Dan, Chris Botti) 


Mon, Jun 2 - /he Messenger CD release 


Tht GERALD BECKETT QUINIET 


ThE TOMMY IGOE GIG BAND 


The music of Buddy And Bellson 


Thu, Jun 5 - Powerhouse force in contemporary jazz 


ACOUSTIC ALCHEMY 


Fri, Jun 6 
Five-time GRAMMY©-winning bassist 


c VICTOR WOOTEN 
ete BAND 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


oyzH-@ Es hakel 


Wed, May 21 


MARK HUMMEL 
& THE BLUES SURVIVORS 


The Hustle Is Really On CD Release 
Thu, May 22 - Gospel-bred singer/songwriter 


AVERY* SUNSHINE 


Fri, May 23 
GRAMMY© nominated songwriter/producer 


BILAL 


Sat-Sun, May 24-25 
GRAMMY@©-award winning NYC salsa 


| SPANISH HARLEM 
ORCHESTRA 


Tue, May 27 
Dahrio Wonder Presents: 


Wed, May 28 
THE STH ANNUAL MUSIC MEDICINE BENEFIT FOR 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OAKLAND 


Thu, May 29 
GRAMMY© award winning R&B icon 


JODY WATLEY 


Fri-Sun, May 30 - Jun 1 
Legendary Cuban trumpeter and Dizzy 
Gillespie protégé 


ARTURO SANDOVAL 


Tue, Jun 3 
Unveiling his debut solo album, 
Honey From The Ice Box 


MAX COLLINS OFEVE6 


Wed, Jun 4 - Inspirational / Gospel music 


MONICA QUICK 


Thu, Jun 5 
Five-time GRAMMY©-winning bassist 


VICTOR WOOTEN 
BAND 


Fri, Jun 6 
Lead singer of The Moody Blues 


JUSTIN HAYWARD 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 


Ad MAY 21-27, 2014 





Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Ike Stubblefield 
with Eddie Robert, Jermal Watson, and Joe Cohen, 
9:30 p.m., $20 advance. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Belinda Blair, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, S.F. Best Coast 
Jazz Composers Series #7: Jacob Zimmerman, 
7:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Jules Broussard 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. The Robert 
Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Brenda Reed, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Paris-Dakar African 
Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Very Be 
Careful, Bomberas de la Bahia, La Mixta Criolla, DJ 
Stepwise, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 
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BALL POODE 1005 
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special 
Burger + Fries + Beer* Just $40 


*Select Draft Beers Only 
Mon. to Fri. 11 to 3 
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Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. The Last Salsathon 
@ Cocomo, w/ Julio Bravo y Su Orquesta Salsabor, 
N'Rumba, Orquesta Borinquen, Mazacote, plus nearly 
a dozen DJs, 3 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. SambaDa, La Gente, 9 
p.m., $18-$20. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Mazacote, 
10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “El SuperRitmo,” 
w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5 before 
11 p.m. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, S.F. Alexis y la Original, 
5:15 p.m., $10. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. Afro-Cuban 
Jazz Cartel, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. Ayayu, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, S.F. “Club Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Soul Bingo,” w/ Katdelic, 
DJ I-Cue, MC Liam Mayclem, more, 8 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Ray Parker 
Jr., 8 & 10 p.m., $29-$39. 


SUNDAY 5/25 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Feather-Bright, Wicked 
Winds, Camille Mai Group, DJ Caveman, 8 p.m., $5-$7. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Nothing, Whirr, 
Youth Code, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Howlin Rain, Buffalo 
Killers, 9 p.m., $15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Tyvek, Skate Laws, G. Green, 
8 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. San Francisco Popfest 
2014: Terry Malts, Lunchbox, Wimps, The Zebras, 
9:30 p.m., $12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Parachute on Fire, The 
Lonely Kings, Cables & Arms, 9 p.m., $7. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. The Revivalists, 
Solwave, DJ Harry Duncan, 9 p.m., $15-S17. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Andy Human & 
The Reptoids, The New Faultlines, 7:30 p.m., $8. 


Clothing 
Superstore 
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2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 


DANCE 


BeatBox: 314 11th St., S.F. “Union,” Memorial Day 
weekend T-dance with DJs Craig Gabler & Steve 
Sherwood, 5-10 p.m., $10; Memorial Day Sunday 
with Honey Soundsystem, w/ Josh Cheon, Robot 
Hustle, Jackie House, Jason Kendig, 10 p.m., $5-$15. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. ‘‘Stompy + Sunset: Last 
Call for Cafe Cocomo,” w/ Metro Area, Solar, Deron, 
J-Bird, Galen, Tasho, Sweet P, 2 p.m.-2 a.m., $20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Dub Mission,” w/ Dr. 
Israel, Kush Arora, DJ Sep, 9 p.m., $8-S11. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F. “Sundaze,” 1p.m., free 
before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, 
and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “Set,” w/ Henry Saiz, Martin Aquino, 
Rafael Vanoni, Zoe Parties, 9 p.m., $5-$10 advance. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Sweater Funk,” 
10 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Sunday Sessions,’ 
w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m.., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “Hero,” w/ DJ Grind & Paul 
Goodyear, 1 p.m., $10-$20. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. 1982," 7 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Cognitive Dissonance,” 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 6 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Sunset Arcade," 18+ dance 
party & game night, 9 p.m., $10.. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Robin Galante with 
Eric Pedersen, 6 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., S.F. Traditional Irish 
Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, S.F. Bernal 
Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m.., free. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. Western Justice, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, S.F. “Twang Sundays,” w/ Thee 
Olde Country, 4 p.m., free. 


MONDAY 5/26 


ROCK 


Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Potty Mouth, Perfect 
Pussy, Wlid Moth, Crabapple, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., S.F. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance 
party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 
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THE PERFECT 
DATE NIGHT 


Dinner & Show 


Luise neal niher 
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SAM FRAARCISCO 





World-Class Live Music 
+ Michelin Rated Jopanecer Cuisine 
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1550 FUAMORE ST. 415-655-5600 
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Party Boy 


KID CUDI 


a 
/ 
f 


Af Pas 


Zach Cordner/Invision/AP 


With G-Eazy. 8 p.m. Friday, May 23, at Bill Graham 
Civic Auditorium. $49.50; apeconcerts.com. 


Leave it to Kid Cudi to turn loneliness and pain into a party. On his debut 
mixtape, Cudi mined neuroses and drug-fueled escapism and came up with 
tracks like “Day ‘N’ Nite” — songs about sadness that are often set to chug- 
ging synths, a drum machine, and indie-pop samples. Since then, he’s en- 
joyed varied success: He penned a few more hits, expanded his sonic palette 
to include more guitars, joined Kanye’s music label, left Kanye’s label, and, 
most recently, pulled a Beyoncé — he dropped an album without warning. 
Many of the new tracks are hypnotic instrumentals, few of which will make 


it into his set — expect instead crowd favorites like “Down & Out, 
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Memo- 


ries,” and “Pursuit of Happiness.” Michael Anderson 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Dazzle,” w/ Zanna 
Nera, Fever Witch, Them Are Us Too, DJ Violent 
Vickie, 9 p.m., $5. 


COUNTRY 


E! Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. 19th Annual Shit Kickin’ 
Memorial Day, w/ Dave Gonzalez & The Branded 
Men, Red Meat, Velvetta, The Evangenitals, Scott 
Young, 2 p.m., $10. 


TUESDAY 5/27 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Hi Lo Ha, Hidden 
in the Sun, Keyan Keihani, 9 p.m., $8. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Ghost Police, Bum City Saints, 
Il! Content, 8 p.m., $7. 


Wednesday, May 21 | 8:30-12:30 


TIM HOCKENBERRY 
. Thursday, May 22 | 8:30-12:30 
‘JAMES MICHAEL DAY __ 
Friday, May 23 | 8:30-12:30 
DANCE PARTY 
FEAT. DJ SAMMI. 
. Saturday, May 24 | 8:30-12:00° 
_ ALVON JOHNSON 


JAZZ GUITAR TRIO _— 


pi, Ge nae ‘iw efi. 
7 Sunday, May 25 | 8:00-12:00 


JAZZ NIGHT 
FEAT. PRESTON TURNER > 
& JAMES MICHAEL DAY 


_ Monday, May 26 | 8:30-12:00 ae 
i eee eee eee 
_. TIM HOCKENBERRY, 


. 
. 4 
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Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Sweat Lodge, Panic Is 
Perfect, The Mutineers, Mini & The Bear, 9 p.m., 
$6. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Name, Baby Gurl, 
Modern Man, 9 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Parquet Courts, 
CCR Headcleaner, Scraper, 8 p.m., $14-$16. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. The Connies, The 
Hell Fish, TV.Static, DJ Dr. Sound Mind, 9:30 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “High Fantasy," 
w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & 
Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Shelter,” 10 
p.m., free. 


Shee Sarckside 
FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 


OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THEIR/THEY'RE/THERE 
CREATIVE ADULT a 
THE DOWN HOUSE 


THE BRIEFS 

NIGHT BIRDS 
WESTERNADDICTION #9 

RULETA RUSA 


IAN CURTIS MEMORIAL SHOW: 
A BENEFIT FOR THE 2014 SF AIDS RIDE 


DEADSOULS 
ROADSIDE MEMORIAL 
THE INK BATS 


ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS 


MATT WOODS 

DEAD VOLTS 
50 WATT HEAVY a 
AMERICAN DIRT 


WHITEHORSE, REPLICA, LYCUS, DEATHGRAVE 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 

RUN BOY RUN 

a et 
NO VALUES: A ONE NIGHT ONLY! ART SHOW 
THE ACHARIS, AMERICAS, GHOSTNOTE, 

THE ALBERT SQUARE 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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Ci MEXICAN WEED I$ $0 CHEAP IT’S ABANDONED BY THE BALEFUL ON OUR SHORES. 


Washed Up 


These are bad times to be a 
Mexican marijuana smuggler. 
High-quality homegrown cannabis is 
available throughout the United States. 
And in almost half the country, a weed 
deal is now a legal transaction on which 
the government collects taxes. 

This means prices for Mexi- 
can-grown cartel pot are lower than 
ever. So low that some marijuana 
farmers in Sinaloa are giving up. “It’s 
not worth it anymore,” one longtime 
grower told the Washington Post last 
month, in an interview that’s becom- 
ing famous. “I wish the Americans 
would stop with this legalization.” 

This isn’t all good news. Instead of 
weed, the Sinaloa farmers are growing 
poppies. Mexican drugs head in only 
one direction, north, which means 
more heroin is headed towards the 
United States. 


Meanwhile, the weed is still coming. 


In Santa Barbara, San Luis Obis- 
po, and Monterey counties, it’s 
been a common sight: abandoned 
fiberglass-hulled boats called pangas 
washing up on shore, sometimes 
with an enormous load of weed still 
aboard. Usually, the sailors or smug- 
glers are nowhere to be found. When 


they are caught in the act, they’re 
almost always Los Angeles-area Mexi- 
can men (once, in 2012, a panga skip- 
per rammed a Coast Guard vessel and 
killed an officer, the first time a Coast 
Guard sailor had been killed on duty 
in almost 90 years). 

The panga boat phenomenon has 
been steadily creeping north over the 
past few years, with a few incidents 
in Santa Cruz County in 2013 (one 
haul netted 1,200 pounds). With last 
week’s discovery of an abandoned 
boat and SUV — stuffed with 1,000 
pounds of pot, wrapped up in bales 
— ona state beach in Pescadero in 
San Mateo County, panga boats have 
now appeared twice in the Bay Area 
over the past six months. 

Why is this happening? The given 
theories are two: Better border secu- 
rity along the fence separating the 
U.S. and Mexico pushes drug-run- 
ners onto the water; and increased 
Coast Guard patrols farther south 
sends boats farther north to elude 
authorities. 

Since October, 70 pangas have 
been seized by authorities, the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel reported — and using 
the law enforcement metric that only 
10 percent of what goes out is inter- 
cepted, that’s hundreds of boats off- 
loading drugs on California beaches. 


The problem with pangas is that 
they are terrific boats. They’re cheap, 
fast, and durable. They’re seaworthy 
in all kinds of conditions and limited 
in range only by the amount of fuel 
that can be loaded on board — mean- 
ing a boat setting sail near Ensenada 
in Baja could in theory reach Seattle. 
Panga boats “changed the world,” as 
Boating magazine put it — and since 
their fiberglass hulls thwart radar, 
they’ve had major influence over the 
drug-running game. 
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“Gourtest von Department of Homeland Security 


The 1,026 pounds of pot pulled 
from a panga boat in Pescadero 
cost as little as $11,500 in 
Mexico. 


But why here? Bringing weed to 
the Bay Area makes no sense. This is 
a weed-producing region. Mexican 
brick has no value here. The thinking 
is that the Bay Area is merely a 
transport hub and the marijuana 
brought in by boat is repackaged 
and redistributed throughout the 


2? 


country. Though to where? Good 
question: Ihe DEA seizes more pot 
plants in Kentucky than any other 
state save one, California. 

The country has no need for 
imported weed. But none of this 
would happen without an economic 
incentive. And Mexican weed is 
so cheap nowadays that there’s no 
reason not to risk a run up the coast, 
even if the product ends up bobbing 
in the surf. 

The same farmer interviewed by 
the Post said that he now gets about 
$25 per kilogram of weed. That 
would mean that a 1,000-pound load 
washing up on Bay Area shores only 
cost drug-runners $11,500 to buy. 

Add another $40,000 for the 
boat and the engines, so even with 
low-quality weed going for $150 an 
ounce in the strictest Midwest states, 
that’s a decent profit margin — even 
after distribution and transportation 
cost. 

A colleague of mine has another 
theory. The marijuana is just a de- 
coy, and the smugglers are bringing 
something else in: costlier drugs, or 
even people. Maybe. Either way, it 
seems a safe bet that the pangas will 
keep coming. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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A HOLE NEW WORLD 


By Dan Savage 


Iam agenetic male with recurrent questions about my 
gender identity. Straddling desires to maintain my stat- 
ure in the professional world, keep my wife at my side, 
and become who I feel like Iam, Ihave experimented 
with crossdressing, chastity, antiandrogens, and, prior 
to all that, steroids. While the matrimonial veto has 
been enacted for some feminine expressions, my wife 
and I have reached a middle ground where I can pursue 
sexual and aesthetic androgyny. I have started wearing 
unisex clothes, stepped up cardio to sculpt a more femi- 
nine shape, and am getting hair removal done. My ques- 
tion: I want to keep my sex drive and sexual organs 
intact, but I want to urinate like a woman with no 
choice but to sit. There are body-modification communi- 
ties out there that showcase this type of procedure (ure- 
thral reroute/relocation), but I don’t know where to 
start when it comes to tracking down someone to do it 
for me. Ideally, a legitimate urologist should do this type 
of work, but even with my gender-amorphous desires in 
play, I'm not sure I can put together a justification 
strong enough for a doctor. Any advice? Do you know 
any piercers who have done this kind of work? 
Seeking Insights That Take Erotic Rerouting 
Seriously 


“Most urologists aren't qualified to do this, let 
alone piercers — although I know that there are ag- 
gressive ‘body modifiers’ out there. I wind up clean- 
ing up their messes,” said Dr. Keith D. Newman, a 
urologist and a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons. “So my main piece of advice for SITTERS 
is to have a urologist do this, preferably someone 
who has experience with this surgery.’ 

The procedure you're curious about — cre- 
ating a new pee hole on your taint, behind your 
balls, which would leave you with no choice but 
to sit when you pee — is known as a perineal 
urethrostomy. 

“It’s one of the numerous steps involved in 
total gender-reassignment surgery, should the 
full male-to-female conversion ever be opted 
for,” said Dr. Newman. “As such, doing this one 
thing probably won't preclude further anatom- 
ical reassignment in the future. On the other 
hand, SITTERS has to consider that there are 
potential complications and consequences that 
will arise from this altered anatomy.” 

And the biggest consequence is a heightened 
risk of urinary tract infections due to your short- 
ened urethra, SITTERS. The urethra, of course, 
is the tube that runs from our bladders, where 
urine is stored, to our pee holes. Women’s are 
shorter, making it easier for bacteria and other 
bugs to get up into the bladder and cause infec- 
tions. But urinary tract infections aren’t your 
only worry. “Any artificial orifice has a certain 
incidence of stricture,” said Dr. Newman. “So the 
opening might need frequent dilations or more 
surgery if this complication arises.” 

By “stricture,” Dr. Newman means “your new 
pee hole could shrink, narrow, and start to close 
up.’ And by “frequent dilations,” Dr. Newman 
means “you could wind up shoving steel rods up 
your urethra to stretch your new hole back open 
— frequently.” 

Assuming you're still interested in relocating 
your pee hole after reading all that, SITTERS, 
how do you go about finding a urologist who'll 
perform this surgery? You make appointments 
with qualified urologists, tell them what you 
want, and risk being turned away. “I believe that 
enough justification for the surgery exists — 
others may not,” said Dr. Newman. “But it’s the 
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insurance company that will need convincing. 
Many institutions (most faith-based, but not 
always) do not allow any surgery for sexual reas- 
signment in adults, so those waters will have to 
be navigated. And it sounds as if SITTERS is not 
yet convinced of the validity of this request, so 
counseling might be helpful.” 

One final note... 

“Ejaculation will occur through that new hole 
in a somewhat non-directable way — which 
could be fun or not,” said Dr. Newman. In other 
words, SITTERS, after you have this done, you'll 
not only be peeing sitting down, you'll also be 
coming all over the back of your sack. 


I'ma 24-year-old gay male in a three-year relationship 
with aman I love with all my heart. I also have a diaper 
fetish. I told him about it once, nearly two years ago, 
but have not brought it up since. Recently I have gone 
out to buy diapers. I don’t use the diapers for pee or 
poop, but I enjoy the feeling of wearing them. I have 
talked to other diaper lovers (DL) online, but Ihave 
never gotten the courage to meet up and experiment. I 
recently started talking with a guy who lives a few 
miles away who is also a DL. I don’t want to cheat on 
my boyfriend, but I would like to indulge my fetish at 
least once in my life. If there is no sex during the fetish 
play, would that be cheating? There would be no kiss- 
ing or anything. I would just change his diaper and 
powder him, and he would be doing the same to me and 
whatnot. I don't have anyone I can talk to about this 
and would love to hear your advice. 

Diapered Dilemma 


Here’s what Good Dan would tell you: Go and tell 
your boyfriend that you love him, remind him 
about the conversation you had two years ago 
about your diaper fetish, and ask if he would be up 
for exploring this aspect of your sexuality with you. 
If so, great! No need to see that other guy. But if 
not, DD, then ask your boyfriend how he would feel 
about you getting together with someone who 
shares your kink — not for sex, just for diapering 
and powdering and whatnot. If he doesn’t mind, 
great! If he does mind, well, then you need to think 
about whether staying in this relationship is wise... 
because sooner or later, you're going to cheat on 
him. And if you don’t want to be the kind of person 
who cheats on his boyfriend, you'll have to find one 
who shares your kink or is willing to share you. 

Here’s what Bad Dan would tell you: Seeing as 
you re only 24, and seeing as you've been in this 
relationship for three years, and seeing as you've 
never engaged in any diaper play... sneaking off to 
play with that other DL might help clarify things. 
Either you'll learn that diaper play is something 
you can’t live without (which will prompt you to 
force the issue with your boyfriend, i.e., he either 
plays with you or gives you permission to play 
with others) or you'll realize that diapered reality 
is a lot less sexy than diaper fantasies and your 
kink will evaporate (highly unlikely). 

Good Dan thinks you should take his advice, 
DD, because Good Dan is an annoying prick who 
thinks he’s right about everything. But Bad Dan 
thinks you should know that Actual Dan took 
his advice back when he was your age — about 
exploring his sexuality generally, not about 
exploring diapers specifically — and it helped 
clarify things for Actual Dan. 


On the Lovecast, Dan gets a second-opinion 
assist from Slate’s Dear Prudence: savagelove- 
cast.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Your Night 
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Discreet Chat 
Guy to Guy 


FREE 
TRIAL 


make a real connection 











Call Livelinks. 
The hottest place 
to meet the 
coolest people. 
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Try it Free 


415.765.1796 


Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 Ahora en Espanol 18+ 


www.livelinks.com 
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EMPIRE 
HEALTH 
CLUB 


| Open 7 Days a Week 
| oo midnight 


Visa/ MasterCard/ 
Discover accepted 











FREE Party Ui 
u at i ile SWEET & PETITE DATING SERVICE 
For a Great Massage Looking for Asian Woman for 
: Call Aily at ’ Long Term Relationship and 
A ‘al 650-630-3815 ia Marriage? Please call 
415-571-7854 for an Appointment 
3735 Geary Blvd (At 2nd Ave) 
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Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


Now Hiring Masseuses 


COME FOR THE BEST With Permits 








IN RELAXATION 


O31 KEARNY @ COLUMBUS 429 O Farrell St. @ Taylor 


(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


415-441-4133 
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Try For Free .< GUY 
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For other local numbers call 
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QuestChat” 






415.829.1111 pa 


Oakland oy LOR RNA San Jose 408.514.0099 
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BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER 





_ iE 
(415)345-9793 
OPEN 2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE CA 94115 
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FREE DRY SAUNA 
W/BODY MASSAGE 


NuWaNG 


HEALTH CENTER 


~~ MASSAGE 


beautiful friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 


e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 


e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 


NOANEIOBN 


266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 


Fresh & Clean Location 
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415-658-7886 
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The Best Relaxation Massage in Town 
| LIRENDA SHIATSU a | # 
PROFESSIONAL * Pain Relief & Relaxation Full Body Massage 


MASSEUSES * Friendly © Certified 
Professional Masseuses 
Quiet Place with 


1HR: $50 P 
1/2 HR: $35 Private Room | | 

¢Free Steam & Shower ~ | Aare: 

* Foot Massage | $30/half hr 
/*e Bring copy 

1347 DIVISADERO ST. * Body Massage $39 of ad. 
(BETWEEN ELLIS 
* 6 es pte oF 4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 
602 Jackson $t at Kearny in $F ee San Francisco 
415 78) 5224 WWWLIRENDASHIATSU.COM | [uamaun (415) 379-9888 
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940 Bush Street, oe CA 94109 415- 567- 8825 Asian Massage. i 


415-668-6299 2068 Mission St. 2nd dor or’ 
2501 CLEMENT ST (AT 26TH AVE) SF 94121 415-552-6800 9am-9pm 
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OPA & SALON 
650-755-2823 


7349 MISSION ST DALY CHYY 
BETWEEN SAN PEDRO @ CASTLE 
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Professional 
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NEW! FREE BACK WALK } 
2505 Judah St. /30th, SF 94122 1927 Ocean Ave in SF™ 


415-566-6666 ame he 
7 days 10-10 Bring in Ad for °10 Discount 262 Church St * (415) 926-5933 © 10am-10pm 
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HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 





THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rock- 
ley Road, Houston, Texas 
77099. Train for a new career. 
*Underwater Welder. Commer- 
cial Diver. *NDT/Weld Inspec- 
tor. Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for those 
who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





TELEMARKETER - INSIDE SALES 
General contract seeking moti- 
vated, hard working and expe- 
rienced telemarketers to 
create leads for sales staff. P/T 
$15/hour plus bonus! 

Please call 415-974-1234 


Publicly Traded Company 
is Expanding. We have FT 
Openings as Customer Relations 
Reps. We Prefer No Experience 
We Provide on-the-job Training 
Entry Level Earnings 
$16/hr avg 
Higher Earning Potential and 
Advancement Opportunity 
Students Welcome 
Call 415-645-6479 


MISC SERVICES 








CANVASSER - OUTSIDE SALES 
General contractor seeking 
outside sales canvasser to go 
door to door and create leads 
for sales staff. Must have own 
car. $20/hour plus generous 
bonus! Please call 415-974-1234 


Sweet Home Estate Sales 
62 Natick St, SF and 

336 Humboldt Rd, Brisbane 
Both Sales Fri/Sat 10-2 
Shel4u.com (415) 337-8283 








AVON - Earn extra income with a 


new career! Sell from home, work, 


online. $15 startup. For informa- 
tion, call: 888-770-1075 M-F 9-7 & 
Sat 9-1 central.) (Ind Sls Rep) 


The World's BIGGEST Media and Entertainment Directory. 
Film, TV, Music, Theatre, and Advertising together in one place...and FREE! 


WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to PO. Box 13557, 
Denver, Co 80201 








SSSS FREE PILLS $SSS VIAGRA 
100mg, CIALIS 20mg 40 Pills 
+4/free only $99.00 Discreet 
Shipping. 1-888-797-9028 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 
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Call Dean L. Woerner 415-550-8799 www.sanfranbk.com 


MOM’S BODY SHOP 
TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selec- 
tion * Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 


(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com 





Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 : ; 
San Francisco— Union Square 


San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto—University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 


Text AASTORE + zip code to 
23000 to find American Apparel 
locations nearest you. 


Cross street 27th St | One block from Fruitvale BART 
Office hours: 9:30am-6pm | Seven days a week 


Sy 0) 866. 6217 | GRAND OPENING 
2700 International Blvd, Ste 23, Oakland, 94601 r 9 Q 
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2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 ; 4 
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AZO EVALUATION CENTERS 


100% PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Wie WILL MATCH ANY LOGAL COMPENTOR’S PRICE. 


WALKING WELCOME So 0) Fee EVALUATIONS! 


(IF YOU DON’T QUALIFY, 
EXPIRES 5/31/14 


IT’S STILL FREE!) 
10% OFF FRIENDS 
MUST BRING AD « 1 PER PATIENT 
*RENEWALS ONLY 


& FAMILY SPECIAL 
OAKLAND SAN JOSE VALLEJO 
2633 TELEGRAPH AVE. $109 115 N. 4TH ST., SUITE 106 432 TENNESSEE ST. 
MON-SAT: 10AM-6PM (BETWEEN ST. JOHN & ST. JAMES) MON-SAT: 10AM-6PM 
510-832-5000 MON-SAT: 11AM-7PM | SUN 12-5 707-644-1667 
OAKLANDMARIJUANACENTER.COM | 408-998-0980 | SJ420.COM § © VALLEJO420MD.COM 
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s * Real Doctors - Real Care 

f ¢ Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 

* Quality ID Cards 

¢ 24/7 Safe Verification 
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Hanya Barth, M.D. 
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San Francisco San Fiowy + 
1884 Market St 36 S Ist St | 


(415)554-0171 Sn (408)298-6666 i 


